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After making an aerial survey of the flood affected areas, Hon'ble 
Prime Minister, Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee discussing the situation with 
His Excellency the Governor » Shri M.M.Rajendran , Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon'ble Union Ministers , Shri Arjun Charan Sethi, 
Smt Jaywanti Mehta and Hon'ble Revenue Minister , Shri Biswabhusan 
Harichandan during his one day visit to Orissa on July 29,2001. 


Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri Atal Behari V: 
with Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Nave 


ajpayee discussing the flood situation in Orissa 
en Patnaik at Raj Bhawan on July 29, 2001. 
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Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka, jaya he 


Bharata-bhagya-vidhata 
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujarat-Maratha 
Dravida-Utkala-Banga 
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga 
Uchchala-Jaladhi-taranga 
Tava shubha name jage, 
Tava shubha ashisha mage 
Gaye tava jaya-gatha, 
Jana-gana-mangal-dayaka jaya he 
Bharat-bhagya-vidhata, 

Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he 
Jaya jaya jaya, jaya he ! 


Rabindranath Tagore 


VANDE MATARAM ! 
Sujalam, suphalam, malayaja shitalam, 
Shasya shyamalam, Mataram | 
Shubhrajyotsna pulakitayaminim, 
Phullakusumita drumadala shobhinim, 
Suhasinim sumadhura bhasinim, 
Sukhadam Varadam, Mataram ! 


Bankimchandra Chatterjee 


MESSAGE OF 


SHRI M.M. RAJENDRAN 
HIS EXCELLENCY, 
THE GOVERNOR OF ORISSA 
QN THE OCCASION OF 
“THE 55" INDEPENDENCE DAY 


On the auspicious occasion of the 55" Independence Day of our country, I extend my warm 
8reetings and felicitations to all my brothers and sisters of Orissa. 


India won freedom from British rule through non-violent 
eace. On this occasion, we are. 


whose sacrifices brought us 


Fiftyfour years ago this day, 
Means under the leadership of Mahatma’ Gandhi, the apostle of p 
Proud to recall the heroic struggles of the freedom fighters, 
independence. The people of Orissa did not lag behind others and made memorable contributions 
fo the freedom movement. We take this opportunity to pay our humble tribute to them. 


On this day we recall with greatful hearts the selfless sacrifices of our valiant soldiers and 


other defence personnel for defending the borders of our c 
Megrity. Several jawans from Orissa have attained martyrdom while fighting terrorists and 
bereaved families, in their hours of 


g their lives. They are not alone in 


country and preserving its territorial 


nfiltrators from across our borders. Our hearts go out to their 


8tief and sorrow. We offer them all possible help for rebuildin 
their grief: the nation stands by them. I appeal to the people of Orissa to do whatever they can to 


Support the families of these martyrs. 

Devastating floods ravaged Orissa this year, while the State is still recovering from the 
SuPer cyclone of 1999 and last year’s drought. Incessant and heavy downpour during the month 
of July disrupted normal life in several parts of the State. Almost all the rivers were in spate and 
People in most parts of the State experienced the fury of floods. The damage caused by the 


floods has been enormous : large areas have been inundated; crops and houses have been washed 
away; domestic animals perished and human beings also became victims. “ 


that the Government has risen to the occasion and has taken all 
f materials and medicines have been rushed to the 
overnor, the Chief Minister, Revenue Minister 


It is a matter of great relief 
Possible steps to deal with the situation. Relie 


a se 
ffecteg areas. The Hon’ble Prime Minister, the G 
and Several Union Ministers have made aerial survey of the flood situation with the view to plan 


and direct relief operation. The administrative machinery has been fully geared up for the relief 


and rehabilitation work. The Army, the Navy and the Air Force have significantly contributed to 
the relief operations. We are grateful to the Centre, the people of other States, and several Non- 
Governmental Organisations for the Support we received from them. We hope we would be able 
to overcome the crisis soon with the help and co-operation of all concerned. 


Political freedom has made us the makers of our destin 


economic progress in our hands. In Orissa, a Watershed Mission has been established to coordinate 
the activities of Watershed Projects. Primary gatherers have been given the right to collect non- 
timber forest produce and to Sell them through the traders authorised by grampanchayats. This 
will benefitthe tribal people most, Mission Shakti, a sel 
women, has been launched. In an effort to ma 
in the left-out areas, Educ 


Programme have been Jau 


y and has put the responsibility for 


ga Oil Refinery at Paradip has been set in 
Port. Gramsat Pilot Project has facilitated a closer interaction between people and the 
Industrial Park has been established in Bhubaneswar. 


elopment of Information Technology and Biotechnology- 


: asi F irit 
sink our religious, Caste and social differences in a sp!" 
ork together to bring 


a private sector company for the expansion of Gopalpur’ 


MESSAGE OF 
SHRI NAVEEN PATNAIK 
HON’BLE CHIEF MINISTER OF ORISSA 
ON THE OCCASION OF 
INDEPENDENCE DAY-2001 


On the auspicious occasion of our Independence day, I extend my warm greetings and felicitations 
to my brothers and sisters in Orissa. 

Independence day is a glorious day in our history. The struggle for freedom from alien rule 
is a saga of sacrifice and patriotism. Under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the 
Nation, thousands of men, women and children joined the National Movement and were jailed 
and tortured. Many sacrificed their lives for the cause of Mother India. We bow our heads in 
gratitude to the brave sons and daughters of India who made independence of the Country a 
reality with their great sacrifice. I join the countrymen in paying my homage to the great freedom 
fighters of our Nation. 

After Independence, our country has made significant strides in various spheres. India 
with its great heritage now occupies a pride of place among the comity of Nations. We in Orissa 


too are on the path of progress and development. Nature has been bountiful to our State. We are 


resource-rich in terms of minerals, forests, land and water. Despite all these resources we have 
Not been able to provide the basic minimum needs to all the people. Frequent visitations of 
Natural Calamity has shaken the economic backbone of the state and we remain backward and 


Poor. Obviously we have not been able to harness our potential and our resources. 


In recent times, the fury of fluods has wreaked havoc in Orissa and has affected more than 
eight million people of our state. The flood has washed away embankments and houses, cut off 
communication links, inundated vast stretches of crop lands, crippled the livelihood of the people 
and subjected them to untold miseries. This is the third time during the last two years, after the 
Super cyclone and a severe drought, a devastating flood has shaken the economic foundation of 
the state. 

My government during the floods did its best to provide relief and succour to the affected 
People. With every body’s co-operation, boats, temporary shelter materials, medicines and fodder 
for animals have been made available to the flood victims. I wish to thank our affected brothers 


and sisters for their fortitude and resilience in the face of calamity , which is our strength. I also 
wish to record my appreciation for the help and support of the Union Government, other State 
Governments, Industrial Houses, Public Sector Undertakings and Voluntary Organisations. We 
have geared up our administrative machinery for restoration and rehabilitation work in the flood 
affected areas. A special package of assistance has been an 


nounced for restoration of livelihood 
of the farmers in the flood affected areas. 


Independence day, I call upon my brothers and sis 
"and prosperous Orissa.’ 


JAI HIND 


MESSAGE OF 


SHRI DURYODHAN MAJHI 


HON’BLE MINISTER OF STATE (IND) 
INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS 
ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE 55"* INDEPENDENCE DAY 


Textend my warm greetings and best wishes to the people of Orissa on the occasion of the 55th 


Independence Day. 


Fiftyfour years ago, on the 1 
foreign domination and achieved in 


5th of August 1947, our nation finally cast off the shackles of 
dependence. We are proud to recall the heroic struggles of 
millions of people of the subcontinent, which led to the defeat of a mighty imperial power. The 
people of Orissa took active part in this struggle for freedom. Mathili, Papadahandi, Saliha 
Khurda, Kuhudi, Ranapur, Nimapara, Kaipada, Lunia, Tudigadia, Nilagiri, Eram, Inchudi, Talcher, 


Dhenkanal, and several other places bear eloquent testimony to Orissa’s participation in the 
on will always remember the sacrifices of Jayee Rajguru, Veer 


freedom struggle . A grateful nati 
Rout, Raghunath Mohanty, Dibakar Parida, Laxman Naik and 


Surendra Sai, Birsa Munda, Baji 

many others. On this occasion, we pay glowing tributes to all those brave heroes, who made the 
supreme sacrifice for liberating our motherland from the fetters of bondage. We also pay tributes 
to the brave soldiers and defence personnel, who laid down their lives while defending our . 


borders. 
r entail responsibility. We have to work hard in order to live in peace 


and to achieve progress and prosperity. We have to see that the fruits of freedom reach the 
Poorest of the poor living in the remotest corners of the country. Natural calamities have caused 
untold misery to the people of Orissa. This year floods have devastated most parts of the State, 
roperty. Government has vigorously conducted relief and rescue 
Operations. Hon’ble Prime Minister made an aerial survey of the flood-hit areas and announced 
a package for the affected people. We are grateful to the defence services, NGOs and other 
agencies for rendering valuable services to the people at the hour of suffering. We hope, with the 
d, we will soon evercome the crisis. 


help and cooperation of all concere 
e dreams of our freedom fighters into reality and fulfil the aspirations 


We have to translate th ght 
deprived and the under-privileged. On this auspicious occasion, let 
, 


of the people, especially the ae 
Us rededicate ourselves to the task of building a peaceful, prosperous and progressive State 


Freedom and powe 


Causing enormous loss of p 


JAI HIND 


=~ 


On Ne 
C 
7 if 


Sy) 


Se 


Veer Surendra Sai 
Jayee Rajguru (23.01.1809 - 28.02.1884) 
(1739-1805) . 


Raghunath Mohanty 


ji Rout 
BajiR (18.07.1910 - 04.04.1941 hanged) 


Birsa Munda hot dead on 11.10.1938) 


= s 
ied in Ranchi jail in June 1900) : 


" 


Laxman Naik 
; (22.11.1899-29.03.1943 hanged) 
Dibakara Parida : 
(30.11,1911 - 04.04.1941 hanged) 


EDITORIAL 


On the fiftyfifth Independence Day we recall the fateful days of India’s struggle for freedom and 
temember the suffering and sacrifices of people in their effort to shake off the bondage of foreign 
domination, The movement was so widespread and the struggle was carried on at so many levels 


that it has not been fully documented yet. 

Orissa came under British rule in 1803; the banner of rebellion against the British was 
"aised as early as 1804, when the Paikas of Khurda rose under the leadership of Jayee Rajguru. 
After this, anti-colonial uprisings took place at Ghens, Sambalpur, Keonjhar, Kanika and other 


Places. Orissa’s contributions to the Salt Satyagraha and the Quit India Movement were no less 
Significant, Places like Inchudi, Kujang, Kuhudi and Huma were sites of intense anti-British 
feudatory states of Dhenkanal, Talcher, 


activities in 1930. Praja Mandal movements in the 
ayagarh, Nilagiri and Ranpur constitute a glorious chapter in the struggle for freedom. Places 
a, Tudigadia, Eram, Dhenkanal, Talcher, 


like Mathili, Papadahandi, Kaipada, Nimapara, Luni 
ayagarh, and Nilagiri bear eloquent testimony to India’s participation in the Quit India 
Movement, The sacrifices of the freedom fighters will always be remembered by a grateful 
Nation, 
Autobiographies of freedom fighters and of the people who stood witness to the momentous 
t. As the country witnessed a mass upsurge, the 


Vents throw li ght on the course of the movemen ) 
Normal course of life was suspended: inspired by patriotic feelings, a number of students left 


Schools and colleges, many left Government jobs, and many others left their professions and 
: m autobiographies of eleven eminent freedom fighters 


Jum ed j ‘ _ 
ee ; Orissa Review last year. An humble attempt has been 
more autobiographies and publish them in translation, 
blished in the coming issues. Besides carrying a fou; 
Iso includes information on the welfare measures 
ght of the people affected by the recent floods. 


: future, more such excerpts will be pu 
Micles on the freedom movement, this issue a 
rndertaken by the Government to mitigate the pli 

Scerely hope readers will find them interesting and useful. 


Micon Tetley 


_" 
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The Indian Struggle for Freedom 


A BRIEF CHRONICLE 


1857 
1885 Dec,.28 
1905 

1906 Dec.31 


1907 
1907 


1908, April 30 
1908, July 22 


1909, May 21 

19] 

1919 

1912, Dee, 23 
1913, Nov.1 
me August 4 

15, January 

a Feb, 19 
°16, April 2g 
1916, Sept. 15 


ata, April 


First War of Indian's Independence; 
the British called it Sepoy Mutiny. 
First Session of the Indian National 
Congress (INC) held at Bombay 
Partition of Bengal announced; 
comes into force from October 15, 
1906. 

Muslim League founded at Dacca. 
The Surat Split. 

Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh 
deported to Mandalay. 

Khudiram Bose executed. 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak sentenced to six 
years of transportation on charges of 
sedition. 

Minto-Morley Reforms or Indian 
Councils Act, 1909. 

The durbar held at Delhi in which 
the partition of Bengal was cancelled 
Delhi becomes the new capital of 
India. : 
Bomb thrown on Lord Hardings on 
his state visit to Delhi. 


‘Ghadar party formed at San 


Francisco to organise a rebellion in 
India to overthrow the British rule. 
First World War breaks out. 
Gandhiji arrives in India. 

Death of Gopal Krishna Gokhale. 
B.G. Tilak founds Indian Home Rule 
League with its headquarters at 
Poona. 

Another Home R 
by Annie Besant. 


Mahatma Gandh , ; 
Champaran campaign in Bihar to 


ule League started 


i launches the 


1918, April 


1919 Feb.16 
1919, April 
1919, April 12 


1919, Dec. 5 


1920, Dec. 


1920-22 


1921, August 


1922, Mar. 13 
1923, Jan. 1 


1924 


1927, Nov. 8 


focus attention on the grievances of 
indigo planters. 

Rowlatt (Sedition) Committee 
submits its report. 

Rowlatt Bill introduced . 

All India hartal over Rowlatt Bills. 
General Dyer passes curfew orders; 
Jallianwala Bagh tragedy and 
Amritsar massacre. 

The House of Commons passes the 
Montague-Chelmsford Reforms or 
the Government of India Act, 1919. 
The new reforms under this Act 
comes into operation in 1921. 

The Indian National Congress adopts 
the non-cooperation resolution. 
Non-cooperation Movement 
suspended on February 11-12, 1922 
after the violent incidents at Chauri 
Chaura on February 5, 1922 
Moplah rebellion on the Malabar 
coast. 

Mahatma Gandhi arrested. 
Swarajist party formed by Motilal 
Nehru and others. 

The Communist Party of India starts 
its activities first at Kanpur. 

The British Prime Minister 
announces the appointment of the 
Simon Commission to suggest the 
future constitutional reforms in India, 
The INC decides to boycott the 
Commission as it had no Indian 
member. Simon Commission arrives 
in Bombay on February 3, 1928 and 
all-India hartal. 
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1928 


1929, April 8 


1929, Sept. 13 


1929, Oct. 31 
1929, Dec. 31 
1930 Jan. 1 


1930, Jan. 26 
1930, Feb. 14 


1930, March 12 


1930, Nov, 12 


1931, March 5 
1931, Mar. 23 


1930, April 6 
1931, Sept.7 


1931, Dec. 28 


The Nehru Report recommends 
principles for the new constitution of 
India. The All Parties Conference 
considers the Nehru Report : August 
28-31, 1928, 


Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt 
drop bombs in the Central Legislative 
Assembly. 

Jatin Das dies in jail after 64 days of 
fast. 

Lord Irwin announces the goal of 
British policy in India—the grant of 
the Dominion status. 

The Lahore session of the INC adopts 
the goal of complete independence 
(poorna swarajya) for India. 


Jawaharlal Nehru hoists the tricolour 
flag on the banks of the Ravi at 
Lahore. 


First Independence Day observed. 
The Working Committee of the INC 
meets at Sabarmati and passes the 
Civil Disobedience resolution. 
Mahatma Gandhi launches the Civil 
Disobedience Movement with his 
epic Dandi march (March 12 to April 
5) to manufacture salt against the law, 
First phase of the Civil Disobedience 


Movement:March 12, 1930 to March 
5, 1931, 


First Round Table Conference begins 
in London to consider the reports of 
the Simon Commission for the future 
Constitutional set-up in India, 


Gandhi-Irwin pact signed. Civil 
Disobedience Movement suspended, 
Bhagat Singh, Sukh Dev and Raja 
Guru executed, 

Gandhiji launche Civil Disobe- 
dience Movement by breaking the 
Salt law at DANDI in Gujrat. 
Second Round Table Conference 
begins. Mahatma Gandhi arrives in 
London (Sept. 12) to attend it. 
Gandhiji returns from London after 
the deadlock in the Second Round 
Table Conference. The British 
Sovernment launches repressive 


6K GREE 


1932, Jan. 4 

1932, Aug. 16 
1932, Sept. 20 
1932, Nov. 17 


1933, May 9 


1934 


1935, Aug. 4 


1937 


measures against the INC and its 
leaders. The INC declared illegal. 
Gandhiji arrested and imprisoned 
without trial. 


British Prime Minister Ramsay 
Macdonald announces the infamous 
"Communal Award" giving separate 
electorate to Harijans. 

Gandhiji in jail, begins his epic "fast 
unto death" against the Communal 
Award and ends the fast on Sept. 26 
after the Poona Pact by which the 
Harijans get reserved seats in place 
of separate electorate. 

The Third Round Table Conference 
begins in London (Noy. 17 to Dec. 
24). . 

Gandhiji released from prison as he 
begins fast for self-purification. INC 
Suspends Civil Disobedience 
Movement but authorises Satyagraha 
by individuals, 

Gandhiji withdraws from active 
Politics and devotes himself to 
"constructive programmes" (1934-. 
39). The first Harijan Padayatra of 
Gandhi launched in Orissa 
commencing from Puri. 

The Government of India Act, 1935 
Passed, 

Elections held in India under the Act 
of 1935 (February 1937), The INC 
Contests election, and forms 


Ministries in seven provinces (July 
1937), 


1938, Feb.19-20 Haripura session of the INC: 


1939, Mar. 10-12 Tri 


1939, April 


1939, Sépt, 3 


Subhash Chandra Bose elected the 
Congress President. 

pura session of the INC. 
Subhash Chandra Bose resigns from 
the Presidentship of the INC. 
Second World War (September Ms 
Great Britain declares war 0” 
Germany; Viceroy declares that India 
too is at war. 


1939, Oct.27-Nov.5 The Congress ministries in the 


: : 5 r 
Provinces resign against the wa 
Policy of the British government. 


—— 
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| 1939, Dec. 22 The Muslim League observes the 1945 Elections to Central Assembly held 
| resignation of the Congress in November - December. 
] ministries as Deliverance Day. 1946, Feb. 18 Mutiny of the Indian naval ratings in 
1940, March Lahore session of the Muslim League Bombay. 
passes the Pakistan Resolution. 1946, Mar.15. British Prime Minister Attlee 
1940, Aug, 10 Viceroy Linlithgow ,announces the announces Cabinet Mission to 
British policy towards India - ‘August propose new solution to the Indian 
| Offer’. deadlock; Cabinet Mission arrives in 
| 1940, Aug. 18-22 Congress Working Committee rejects New Delhi (March 24); issues 
| the 'August Offer’. proposals (May 16). 
| 1940, Oct. 17. Congress launches individual 1946, July 6 Jawaharlal Nehru takes over as 
Satyagraha Movement. Congress President. 
1941, Jan 17 Subhash Chandra Bose escapes from 1946, Aug. 6 Wavell invites Nehru to form an 
India(Jan.26); arrives in Berlin interim government; Interim 
(March 28). Government takes over office 
1942, March 11 Churchill announces the Cripps capt 2). 
Mission; Sir Stafford Cripps arrives 1946, Dec.9 First session of the Constituent 
in Delhi (March 23); INC rejects Assembly of India starts on 
Cripps proposals and breakdown of December 9 but the Muslim League 
the Cripps negotiation (April 10). boycots. 
1942, Aug. 7-8 The INC meets in Bombay; adopts 1947, Feb. 20 British Prime Minister Attlee 
‘Quit India’ resolution. oe that the British government 
would leave Indi 
1942, Aug. 9 Gant and other Congress leaders Hoe ndia not later than June 
arrested. : 
1942, Aug. 1] it India Movement begins; the 1947, Mar. 24 Lord Mountbatten, the last British 
g Quit In te Viceroy and Governor-General of 
Great August Uprising - : ' 
194 tablishes India sworn in (March 24, 1947 to 
2, Sept. 1 Subhash Chandra wa iy Chad June 21, 1948). 
F i r 
se i pike StONE: 1947, June 3 Mountbatten Plan for the Partition of 
ind Fauj). ; India and the announ 
th cement that 
1943, Oct.21. Subhash Chandra Bose Etec transfer of power will take place - 
formation of wae ae August 15. 
ia. 
" . Government os Free In PS atin 1947, July 4 Indian Independence Bill introduced 
43, Dec. Karachi Session abst a “pivide in the House of Commons and 
League adopts the sloga passed by the British Parliament 
and Quit". (July 18). 
sia Lord Wavell as Governor-General 
and Viceroy (1944-47)- 4947, AUG. 15 INDIA WINS FREEDOM 
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Martyrs of the August Revolution in Orissa 
NA NG . S 
No. Name Village Cause of Death No. Name Village Cause of Death 
me Village Cause of Death Now Name —~Vililage Cause of Death 
Kaipada - August 26, 1942 Eram - September 28, 1942 a 
1. Sananda Swain Krishnanagar Police-firing 1. Gopal Charan Das — Padhuan Police firing 
2. Saunti Mallick Srirampur -do- 2. Dhruba Charan Dey -do- -do- 
3. MayadharBhuyan — Hatasahi -do- 3. Biswanath Das -do- : 
4. Hadibandhu Panda Krishnanagar Bayonet injury 4. Bijuli Das -do- an 
Mathili - August 21, 1942 : cee so fs “de: 
I. Samra BisiNayak — Manjarguda _ Police firing Bs «Bal ee ae sige 
a: Whecurteeatay Fe 4 4 7. Hrushi Behera -do- . 
2 RESNE . tang Paeuce “ae 8. Hari Behera -do- -do- 
3. Arjun Katia Khutukuguda -do- 9. Magha Mahalick -do- -do- 
4. Lingo Katia Timaspur -do- 10. Mani Behera -do- -do- 
5. Suku Gate Sauniguda -do- Il. Krushna Swain -do- -do- 
6. Laxman Naik Tentuliguma Hanged to death 12. Kali Majhi -do- -do- 
Papadahandi- August 24, 1942 13. Bhua Majhi -do- -do- 
1. Bhagaban Pujari Mantriguda Police firing 14. Madan Palai -do- sh 
2. Bikram Bhatra Dalaiguda #6 15. Radhu Mahalick ——-do- an 
3. Khagapati Amanatya Kangra -do- 16. Krupasindhu Behera -do- “db: 
4. Paramanda Subar — Kangra -do- Ve Rama Majhi eu0 do- 
18. Gobinda Rout Artung . 
5. Ananda Gauda Dukhuguda -do- F -do- 
: 19. Upa Mallick Nuagaon 
6. Bali Saura ; Dhandra -do- 20. Brundaban Panda Nuagaon -do- 
7. Ratan Randhari Turunji -do- 21. Pari Bewa Eram ~do- 
8. Budu Amanatya Turunji -do- 22. Mani Pradhan Suan -do- 
9. Mangulu Bhatra Umuri -do- 23. Pari Das -do- “00 
10. Jagannath Amanatya Patrafut -do- 24, Ratnakar Pani Sudarsanpur -do- 
11. Sahadev Pujari Padaiguda -do- 25. Nidhi Mallick Adhuan 2 
12. Sukru Muduli Mulabai -do- = Sankar Mallick -do- . 
13. Sadasiba Rana Manchagaon -do- Bhaban Rout f Nandapuir do- 
sa : 28. Dibakar Panigrahi Gud . 
14. Ratan Pujari Uparipadar -do- ; -do- 
29. Jati Sahu TIsuarpur 
15. Rama Chandra Amantya Phupugaon -do- 
16. Ghasi Jani Nuagéon , -do- Dhenkanal - September 4, 1942 ; 
17. Dinabandhu Jani -do- -do- 1. Bira Sahu Toradanali Police firing 
18. Sudu Bhatra Nandahandi -do- 2. Benu Sahu Kusumunda -do- 
19. Shyam Sundar Gauda Saruguda -do- Talcher - September 7, 1942 " 
Nimapara - September 16, 1942 1. Basudev Sahu Danara Aerial-attac 
1. Uchhab Mallick Dihabari Police firing 2. Krutartha Pradhan Danara aoe 
: 3. Bhagaban Sahu Handidhua — -do- 
Lunia - September 22, 1942 4. Bhajan NaikBrahmanbahal -do- 
: Kalanidhi Mahalick Rajuali Police firing 5. Maheswar Pradhan Jarada Police-firing ae: 
5 Shyama Mahalick Rajuali -do- 6. Padia Behera (Athamallick State) werk 
3. Krushna Mahalick Rajuali -do- 7. Rabindra Chandra Langijoda Torture inside 
4. Naba Kishore Nayak Kasimpur -do- Pradhan the prison. 
5. Gourahari Jena Susua -do- 8. Baji Sethi Seepur -do- 
6. Chintamani Das Patharadiha -do- Nayagarh - October 10, 1942 firing 
7. Gopinath Jena Katasahi -do- 1. Kasti Dakua usubida Fe waite 
8. Shankar Mahalick Khaparapada -do- 2 Kanduri Parida — i ee 
9. Agani Sahu Lunia -d : 2 
Tudleatindeiccisincs ‘a 3. Budhi Parida Thuabati =a6 
Igadia Khairdihi - September 28, 1942 I, 4. Jaya Behera Thuabari =0- 
Raghu Behera Badhi Poli i ae oe 
2 Nek olice firing Nilgiri : i 
2 Makara Lenka Badapokhari -do- 1. Raghu Naik Godisula Police firing 
- Kelu Sahu Delang -do- 2. Ganga Mallick Chasunikula -do- 


October, 1804 


March, 1817 


1857-58 


1857-1864 


1865 


1866 
August 4, 1866 


1882 


18384 
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Freedom Movement in Orissa 


Under the leadership of Jayee 
Rajguru, Paiks of Khurda rise in 
revolt with a view to overthrowing 
the British rule. Rajguru captured 
and ultimately hanged. Jayee 
Rajguru becomes the First Martyr of 
Orissa during the British regime. 
Khurda Rebellion under the 
leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu. 
Madho Singh of Ghens rises in 
revolt against the British; hanged in 
1858. 


Sambalpur Rebellion under the 


leadership of Surendra Sai. 

Hatee Singh, son of Madho Singh, 
sentenced to transportation for life 
in the Andamans. 

Kunjal Singh, son of Madho Singh, 
and his associate Salingram Singh 
Bariha sentenced to death. 


Famine of Orissa 

On August 4, 1866, the first issue 
of 'Utkal Dipika’ was published as a 
weekly journal, edited by Gouri 
Sankar Ray, the pioneer of 
journalism in modern Orissa. The 
journal moulds the public opinion 
and ventilates their feelings 0M all 
matters. 


ation of Utkal Sabha to 


Form ha- 
political activities 


spearhead socio- 
of the people of Orissa. 


Surendra Sai courts 


Veer 
martyrdom. 
Dharani 

Dharanidhar Bhuy 
young man, takes t 


Meli at Keonjhar. 
an, an educated 


he leadership of 


1896 


June 1900 
Dec.30-31, 1903 


July 1904 


August 12, 1909 


1921 


March 23, 1921 


eens SS 
———————————————— 


the movement against the King of 
Keonjhar. 

Madhusudan enters the Bengal 
Legislative Council in 1896. He is 
the first elected representative of 
Orissa. 

Birsa Munda poisoned to death. 
Birth of Utkal Sammilani at Cuttack 
to lead the Oriya Movement. The 
first Conference was presided by Sri 
Ramachandra Bhanj Deo, the 
Maharaja of Mayurbhanj. Rajendra 
Narayan Bhanj Deo, the Raja of 
Kanika was the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee & Mr. 
Madhusudan Das was the Secretary. 
Establishment of the Utkal Young 
Men's Association to undertake 
social service with Gopabandhu Das 
as its mentor. 

Establishment of a School at 
Satyabadi by Gopabandhu Das as 
the Secretary of the Managing 
Committee. A school with a 
nationalist mission. 


The Utkal Provincial Congress 
Committee was constituted in early 
1921 with Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
as its founding President 
Inauguration of the Non-cooperation 
movement in Orissa. 
Gandhiji's first visit to Orissa: 
Gandhi arrives at Cuttack on 23rd 
March, 1921; addresses publi 
meetings at Cuttack, Nicaea, 
Satyabadi, Puri and Berha 
within a period of six days. 
Gandhiji's speeches in fie 
public 
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1921 


June 30, 1921 


Sept. 4, 1921 


meetings translated into Oriya by 
Gopabandhu Das. 


Madhusudan Das appointed a 
Minister for Local Self Government 
in the new government of Bihar and 
Orissa; associated with three 
important enactments, the Bihar and 
Orissa Municipal Bill, 1922; the 
Bihar and Orissa Local ‘Self 
Government (Amendment) Bills, 
1922; and the Bihar and Orissa 
Village Administration Bill, 1922. 

Utkal P.C.C. collectes Rs.21,000/- 
for Tilak Swaraj Fund, 39,000 ; 
16,000 spinning wheels introduced 
in Orissa. 


Several youngmen leave their 
studies, govt. service and other jobs 
and professions. Most prominent 
among them were H.K. Mahatab, 
Nityananda Kanungo, Naba 
Krushna Choudhury, Nanda Kishore 
Das and Raj Krishna Bose. 
Gopabandhu Das, Bhagirathi 
Mohapatra and Jagabandhu Singh 
leave their legal practice. 
Gopabandhu Choudhury resign 
from his job Deputy Collector, 
Pandit Nilakantha Das resigned 
from Calcutta University and took 
charge of a National school at 
Sambalpur. Pandit Lingaraj Mishra, 
Surendranath Das and Mahammad 
Harif resign from govt. service. 


Sambalpur Zilla School students 
take lead in giving up their studies. 
Satyabadi High School and 
Chakradharpur High School declare 
themselves as National schools, 
followed by the schools at 
Jagatsinghpur and Soro. 


Congress centres established : 
Swaraj Ashram at Cuttack, 
Alakashram at Jagatsinghpur and 
Swaraj Mandir at Balasore. 


Gopabandhu addresses a mass 


meeting of Oriyas in Calcutta and 


urges them to accept the Swadeshi 
creed, 


December, 1921 About 127 delegates from Orissa 


1921 


April, 1922 
1922 


1924 


June 17, 1928 
Jan. 26, 1930 


March 12, 1930 


Mar. 16, 1930 


April 6, 1930 


attend the Congress Session at 
Ahmedabad. 


Soon after Gandhiji's departure from 
Orissa, students of Sambalpur Zilla 
School stage the first students’ strike 
under the leadership of 
Laxminarayan Mishra expelled from 
school. 


Kanika Praja Andolan 


Basudev Sethi and Bisuni Madhual 
(Basu—Bisuni) court martyrdom 
during Kanika uprising. 
Gopabandhu released from jail in 
June 1924. Provincial Congress 
Conference held at Cuttack, on 28- 
29 June, 1924. Acharya P.C. Ray of 
Bengal preside. The title of 
"Utkalmani" (Jewel of Orissa) 
bestowed on Gopabandhu; the 
acceptance of the Congress creed by 
Madhusudan Das, the grand old man 
of Orissa. Acharya P.C. Ray 
welcomes Gopabandhu as 
‘Utkalmani'. 


Death of Utkalmani Gopabandhu. 


Mass meetings organised in different 
parts of the province to celebrate the 
Independence Day. In a large 
gathering at Cuttack, Gopabandhu 
Choudhury reads the Declaration 
and after listening silently, the 
people give their assent to it by 
raising their hands. The National 


Flag hoisted at the top of Lingara) 


Temple at Bhubaneswar. 

The famous Dandi March begins on 
12 March, 1930. Only 78 disciples 
march with Gandhiji, which include 
one Motibas Das, about 20at the 
time, from Orissa. 

The Utkal Provincial Congress 
Committee at its Balasore Session 
decides to launch the Salt 


Satyagraha in Orissa under the 
leadership of 
Choudhury. 

The historic Salt March in Orissa— 
Gopabandhu Choudhury and 21 


Gopabandhu 
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April 13, 1930 


Sept. 30, 1930 


May 9-15, 1934 


May 15, 1934 


1934 


April 1, 1936 


April 1, 1937 


July 19, 1937 


Oct, 11, 1938 


1938-1949 


1937 


Jan. 5, 1939 


Volunteers in the first batch led by 
Acharya Harihara Das_ to cover 120 
miles in 7 days to break the Salt Law 
at Inchudi, Balasore on 13.4.1930. 
Salt Satyagraha launched at Inchudi, 
Balasore District. The satyagraha 
was intensified, Kujanga, Kuhudi 
and Huma. 

Firing at Saliha ( Salihagarh), now 
in Nuapada district. 

Gandhiji's Padayatra in Puri district. 
Harijan Divas was observed at 
Balianta . 

The temple of Nikunja Bihari Dev 
dedicated to all castes. 


May 15, to June 2, 1934 (except 17-19 May) Gandhiji's 


Padayatra in Cuttack district. 
Statewide Kisan Movement was 
launched by the Congress workers 
like Nabakrushna Choudhuri, Malati 
Choudhuri, Surendra Nath Dwivedi, 
Mohan Das, Prananath Patnaik, 
Phani Pal and others. 

Inauguration of the new Province of 
Orissa. . 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan 
Deo, Maharaja of Parlakhemundi 
becomes the Prime Minister of 
Orissa. 

The First Congress Ministry of 
Orissa assumes the office under the 
Prime Ministership of Biswanath 
Das. 

A twelve-year old boatman, Baji 
Rout shot dead by the police. 

The Praja Mandal Movement 
assumes a vigorous character in the 
Princely States of Dhenkanal, 
Talcher, Nayagarh and Nilgiri. 

A representative organisation of the 
Prajamandals formed with 
Sarangadhar Das as Secretary. 


End of March, 1938 : Gandhiji inaugurates a unique 


exhibition of indigenous industries 
and handicrafts at Delang. 

Major R.L. Bazzelgatte murdered by 
the Prajamandal activists in Ranpur 


State. 


Aug. 8-10, 1939 


Nov. 4, 1939 


April 4, 1941 


November, 1941 


Subhas Chandra Bose in Orissa. 
During his short visit he exhorts 
people at Cuttack, Berhampur, 
Khurda and Puri against the British 
hypocrisy and explains them the 
reasons for the formation of the 
Forward Block. The Orissa unit of 
the Forward Block starts working 
under the leadership of Dibakar 
Patnaik, Ashok Das and 
Bibhudhendra Mishra & others. 
The Congress Ministry resigns in 
protest against the British War 
Policy. 

Raghunath Mohanty and Dibakar 


- Parida (Raghu-Dibakar) court 


martyrdom in Bhagalpur Jail, Bihar. 
Formation of a Coalition Ministry 
headed by the Maharaja of 
Paralakhemidi; Pandit Godavarish 
Mishra and Maulavi Abdul Sobhan 
Khan join his cabinet. 


August 15, 1942 Students of Ravenshaw College, 


Cuttack set fire to the college 
building as a mark of a defiance of 
the British rule. 


August 21, 1942 Firing at Mathili in Koraput district 


Aug. 24, 1942 


Aug. 26, 1942 
Sept. 4, 42 


Sept. 7, 42 


causing death of 5 agitators. 
Congress activist, Laxman Naik, 
captured and hanged to death after 
7 months & 7 days, on 29,3.1943, 
Firing at Papadahandi 
(Nawarangpur district) causing 
death of 25 persons. Besides, 2 
persons including a boy of four die 
in lathi charge. 50 persons die inside 
the jail and 30 persons undergo 
transportation of life. 
Firing at Kaipada (Cuttack district) 
causing death of 4 persons 
Firing at Dhenkanal causing death 
of two persons 
Firing at Talcher causing death of 8 
persons (six by firing & two by 
prison torture.) Talcher was one of 
the five places in India where in 
1942 the masses were machi 

: ine 
gunned from the air, 


Sept. 16, 1942 
Sept. 22, 1942 


Sept. 28, 1942 


Aug-Sept. 1942 


Firing at Nimapara causing death of 
one person. 


Firing at Lunia (Balasore district) 
causing death of 9 persons. 

Firing at Tudigadia(Balasore 
district) and Eram (Bhadrak district) 
causing death of 3 and 29 persons 
respectively. The massacre because 
Of its intensity was a tragic echo of 
Jalianawalla Bagh massacre. 


September, 1942 Firing at Nilagiri causing death of 


two persons. 


Arrests in Sambalpur, Bargarh & 
Jharsuguda towns. (Students of 
Jharsuguda observe a haratal.) 


March 29, 1943 Laxman Naik hanged till death in 


Berhampur Jail on charge of 
sedition. 


SRR ELLEN 


April 23, 1946 — Second Congress Ministry under the 
leadership of H.K. Mahtab takes 
oath of office. 


AUGUST 15, 1947 INDIA WINS FREEDOM. 


Dcember 14, 1947 : Sardar Patel, V.P. Menon and other 
officials arrived at Cuttack on 13 
December and_ the historic 
conference begins in the Raj Bhavan 
at Cuttack to accept the merger plan 
by the rulers of Orissa. 

January 1, 1948 Merger of feudatory states with the 
Province of Orissa. 

Sources : 


* BC Rath. Quit India Movement in Orissa 


Cuttack » Arya Prakashan, 1994. 
KM Patra. Orissa Legislature and Freedom 
Struggle ICHR, 1979. 


Circle Jail, Berhampur 
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GODABARISH MOHAPATRA ‘: 
The Saint of Sabarmati 


At the feet of the saint of Sabarmati 
the prayer of million minds flows, 

the Himachal melts, the sea overflows, 
the Vindhyas soar; 


At the tranquil bank of this eternal river 
many sacrificial fires lit up the path of freedom, 
the forests, hills and the sky 

heard the holy chant of man; 

So many on this road bore the mark of victory. 


War broke out, the god of Dwaraka awoke , 
begged for alms, leaving Kapilavastu behind, 
like Chaitanya on the eastern shore 

sharing with man his most cherished values. 


0 Gandhi, your presence is felt everywhere 
the dalits call you, the subjugated men. 
the Sabarmati is transformed, ‘ 


‘ 


1989. pp. 62 & 134. 
Godabarish Mohapatra was an eminent poet an 


Freedom Songs 


the young sun smiles through dense darkness. 


your life’s flame burns in every heart. *\- «: 


Source : Swadhin Bharata. Bhubaneswar : Information & 


d writer, who won the central Sahitya Akademi award 


Manmohan Mishra was a reputed jeader and poet. 
Aurobindo Behera lives at 5 RF 10, Unit III, Bhubaneswar. 


Translated by Aurobindo Behera 


MANMOHAN MISHRA 
What if there are a hundred parties 


What if there are a hundred parties 

and what if hundred different groups exist here ? 
The forty crore of us are mad for freedom; 

it matters not if a river of blood flows, 

and if a tide of blood rises, 

you an alien government ! 


Get out, leave us, you alien rulers ! 

there must be an end to the cruel oppression 
quit the country, quit India- 

this is the people’s call 

alien rulers, O alien rulers ! 


The killer guns have wrought havoc 
people starve in the land of plenty 
the prison calls, the funeral pit beckons, 


O alien rulers ! 


7 


Public Relations Department, Orissa 
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<The enemy is yet to go back 


\ Birakishore Das 
‘a “N ea ¥ >\ INIA 2 ay pe Translated by Subhendu Mund 
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#\ N 
V3 The enemy is yet to go back. 


The war is not yet over 
Come to my camp, come my brothers, 
The peak of the Himalayas calls 


~ Don’t fear ! Delay not ! 
The solar system is yet to be free from 


the poison of war tactics 
Queen Nature has yet to fill the universe 


with the moonlight of Victory. 
With the new mantra of Bharat 


Shiva has started dancing 
The Ganga of human liberation 


is on her way, O behold ! 
The enemy is yet to go back ! 


This war is to test 


the power of weapons 
Who can stop its waves, 


this will go on for ages. 
The enemy is yet to go back. 
O devotees ! Worship the Goddess 


by offering the hibiscus of blood @ 


Where are you, O youth ! 


Crush Death, and arise like gods. 
The enemy is yet to go back. 
Save the lives of farmers and artisans : 
; by sprinkling flower and water today 
Kali will receive the offering and go back 
Soon the earth will turn into Paradise. 
The enemy is yet to go back. 


_ 


Source : ‘Ari Pheri Nahin’ by Bira Kishore Das. Sangrama Sangita (A collection of poems): 
Cuttack : Sangrami Forum, 1992, . 

. Cer ted i ; 

Birakishore was popularly known as J atiya Kabi (national Poet). His poems were characterised by arden 

Patriotism. , 


Subhendu Mund lives at VIM 37, Sailashree Vihar, Bhubaneswar-751021. 
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Victory to Gandhi Maharaj 


March 1938. 


It Was our last year at school. Teachers were 
taking extra classes to finish the course. For 
some of us staying at the school hostel, who were 
good students, arrangements had also been made 
for regular coaching. Teachers and students alike 
were working desperately hard to ensure that 
the school did well at the Patna University 
€xamination. 


I used to buy a copy Of the Oriya 
oes the Samaj, from the bus stand every 
ay. As a matter of fact, reading the newspaper 
Was part of my daily academic routine. As a 
esult, I always secured the highest marks in 
a knowledge and debating. One day, I 
eamt from the Samaj that the Sarba Seba 
Sangha was going to hold a conference at 
Delang-Berboi, which would be attended by 
Mahatma Gandhi and other important Congress 
aders, Inno time the news spread everywhere : 
the Mahatma will come to Orissa, the Mahatma 
will come to Orissa.’ 
b I went to our Superientendent, Manmohan 
a and said, ‘I want to see Mahatma Gandhi. 
. ease allow me leave.’ He said no. One day, 
pl in the morning, J boarded a bus at the bus 
ima at Salipur and came to Jagatpur, not caring 
= the consequences of my action. I had only 
at © rupees in my pocket. At Jagatpur railway 
ation I met two other students from our school. 
ae enquired if I was on my WAY to Delang. I 
i ey They informed me that a special train 
Naa leave Cuttack for Delang at midday. We 
t alked across the sands of river Mahanadi, and 
0k the ferry at the Jobra pier and arrived at 


° Surendra Mohanty 
Translated by J.K.Nayak 


way station. We did not have to buy 
avelling in the special train. At any 
tor came in to check our 
ut of respect 
for the Mahatma. When the train p 
the station, the ai 
‘Victory to Mahatma 


the train stopped, we 
carriage, ‘Victory to Mahatma Gandhi.’ The 


passengers waiting on the 
by raising the slogan, 
Gandhi.” 

This showed how the very name of 
Mahatma Gandhi inspired and excited the 
masses of ordinary people in India at the time. 
d Delang in the afternoon. 


Cuttack rail 
tickets for tr 


The train reache 

There I saw that hundreds of huts made 
of coconut branches had been built outside the 
station. Their floors were made up of straw. The 
delegates stayed in these huts, spreading their 
bed sheets on the floor. We were told that 
Mahatma Gandhi would presently appear before 
the people assembled there. We forgot all about 
taking our food, and rushed to the place where 
Mahatma Gandhi was to speak to every one. 
There was a field a short distance away from 
the camp. It lay surrounded by screwpine bushes. 
The field had already been packed with women 
young and old, who had come from the villages, 
There were very few men among the audience. 
The women, the end border of their sarees 
pulled over their faces, waited silently for the 
Mahatma, like shadows. The volunteers did not 
allow us to go into this crowd of women. We 
stood by the screwpine bushes, waiting for the 


Mahatma. 
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A dais consisting of a chair set on a four- 
poster had been erected for the Mahatma. When 
he arrived, the men shouted “Victory to Mahatma 
Gandhi’ and ‘Haribol’. The women _ulullated. 
The noise they made took a long time to subside. 
Then Mahatma Gandhi raised his right hand 
slightly in the attitude of blessing the people, 
and gave a speech. What he said no one seemed 
to understand. But who had come to listen to 
his speech, anyway. The village women, one 
tying the end border of her saree to that of 
another, who had assembled there, the daily 
labourer who had come there forgoing a day’s 
wage, the peasants who had rushed there, 
neglecting their fields would make little sense 
of Gandhi’s speech. They had all come only for 
a glimpse of the Mahatma. To have set their eyes 
on him once was what mattered most to them. 


This was all that the Mahatma’s speech meant 
to them. 


incident. I cannot recall the exact year in which 
middle school at Kanpur. Gandhiji had come to 


Salipur police station. Jiginipatpur lay at a 
distance of six to seven miles from Raisunguda. 
My mother, on heaving that Gandhiji was 
coming, was insistent that she must go to see 
him. Father closed his dispensary that day. As 
far as I can remember, it was a summer morning. 
My mother and a few other women set out for 
Jiginipatpur in a hired bullock cart. Father, an 
umbrella in hand, walked in front of the cart. I 
ran along, kicking up a little cloud of dust. But 
I could not see Gandhi on that day. My mother 
and other women did. On my way back, I asked 
her, ‘What did Gandhi say to you ?’ My father, 
like me, had not been able to see Gandhi. So 
mother was full of a sense of self-importance, 
for only she in our whole family had had the 
good fortune of having seen Gandhi. She replied, 
gravely, “What could he say ? All he had to say 
was - spin thread, and hand all your jewellery 
to me. He had nothing else to say. His body 
glowed like a thin gold stick.’ She would have 


As I stood there, I remembered another 
it took place. I was then a student of the Metcalf 


the village of Jiginipatapur, which was under 


gone on and on in this vein, but I interrupted 
her, saying, ‘What ornaments did you give 
him ? She made a face and said, “Why should I 
give him my ornaments ? I paid my respect to 
him, making him an offering of a silver coin.’ 


That day, at Berboi, the same thing was 
happening again. The village women who had 
poured into that place, riding bullock carts or 
walking, felt no need for listening to Gandhi’s 
speech. One glimpse of Gandhi was all that 
mattered to them. This kind of mesmeric effect 
on the masses of India which Gandhi exercised 
was-and will be - beyond any other leader, From 
the point of view of millions in India at that time, 
Gandhi was truly an incarnation. It amazes one 
when one thinks of the way he managed to invest 
some political and economic programme with 
a religious significance. 

We left Delang the next day in the 
morning. When I arrived in Cuttack, I found that 
I was left with only a four anna coin. With this | 
could not have paid for my bus fare to Salipur. 
So we decided to cover the distance from 
Jagatpur to Salipur by foot. By the time we came 
as far as Padmapur, we were so worn out our 
feet refused to move. We slept on a cement 
platform under a banyan tree, which stood in 
the bazar of Padmapur. Our fatigue had made 
us forget our hunger. When we reached our 
hostel the next day, I found that my feet had 
swollen up like a loaf of bread. 


Manmohan babu asked me, ‘Did you get 
to see Mahatma Gandhi 7” 


I smiled and said, ‘Yes, Sir.’ 


Surendra Mohanty, ‘Gandhi Maharaj Ki Jai’, PathaO 


Pruthivi, Bhubaneswar: Eastern Media, 1986, 
pp. 33-35. 


Late Surendra Mohanty w 


, as an eminent novelist and a 
noted parliamentarian. 


JK. Nayak is Reader, Department of English, Utkal 
University, Bhubaneswar 751004. 


AWWW SEI MW AMNWWS 


The August Revolution at Talcher 


Translated by 


So 
at Rice think that the August Revolution 
death and : the outcome of the rumour of MY 
Not the cas ¢ desire to avenge it. But this was 
ad kind e Of course, the rumour of my death 
People alee fire of revenge in the hearts of 
the imme ni feudatory state. This was indeed 
But this mons cause of the popular uprising. 
evolutio as not the sole cause of the August 
amous = The uprising of 1938-39 and the 
izarat revolt, which continued 


Succes 

Sine for a period of full one year, 

ately took the shape of a freedom 
he August 


Moy 
han: and formed a part of t 
Political 1, During the period people acquired 
Tganis training which emboldened their 
lem oe This ultimately enki 
independ urge for political @ 
Ope t ence. The Quit India Move 
freedom the realisation of 
Planneq. Hence their moveme 
Titish Hig sole motive was t° r 
Overn tom the Indian soil and es 
Tact ee of the people. It was gees 
OUrse revenge for my supposed deat as 
COOkeq the rumour of my death, W ich oe ; 
simmeric story had, in a laree way, cause : 
0) ting discontent in the hearts of the 
Ple at large. 


The people of Talchet turned unruly after 
elt -estless OF 


Y @ 
Scape from the jail. The 


he 
. gince 31st 


rj : 

ita: the rumour of my deat ie. : 

tan, Schools, offices ‘and courts 7 the - 
ined closed. The subjec'® id not ob°Y 


‘ Pabitra Mohan Pradhan 
Marina Priyadarshinee Mohapatra 


the King. People clamoured “Bring an end to 
the kingship, Destroy this Government of this 
fudatory state. Obey Gandhiji and set up a 
Government of the people. Drive out British 
from the country.” The news of the call for 
open revolt reached the King, who felt 


frightened. 

The King approached the Government 
of India for aeroplanes, bombs and machine- 
guns. Government of India realised the plight 
of the King of Talcher, and on 3rd September 
sent guns, ammunitions and platoons of 
soldiers. At about 12 noon on the 4th, fighter 

Janes fitted with machine guns were seen 
s the skies of Talcher with a view 
the people. In some places 
pamphlets were dropped directing people not 
to wage a war against the King. Sometimes 
tear gas-shells and smoke bombs were also 
dropped. But, could the people of Talcher who 
had shown undaunted valour and courage and 
had suffered irrepairable loss in 1938 at the 
time of famous Satyagrah and Hizarat 
Movement, be cowed down by these fighter 
planes ? Government failed in frightening te 

eople. They continued to flout laws and i e 
31st August, the entire administration caine 


toa stand-still and was paralysed. 


[ would like to draw the attenti 
readers to the 4th camp, rene ean 
mountain. The members of Tal the 
prajamandal at Angul received my let cher 
the 4th of September. Due to Sneed on 

rain 


BRANNAN 


flying actos 
to terrorising 


Je XSW 


and floods in the river, they could not turn up 
at the camp by the Sth evening, but they arrived 
on the 6th in the morning. Since the leaders 
from other areas and the President and 
Treasurer of Pallahada Prajamandal, arrived, 
we started our consultations on the Sth itself, 
The meeting was convened to work out 
strategies for the Quit India call given by 
Gandhiji and adopted by the Congress party. 
As a first step, we planned to paralyse the 
government in the feudatory state and establish 
the government of the people, as suggested 
by Gandhiji. After removing the King of 
Talcher the victorious soldiers would be 
devided into three parts. One party would 
advance towards Dhenkanal crossin g the river 
and a second would proceed towards Pallahada 
and then move towards Bamanda and Bonai. 
The third would be stationed at Talcher to 
rebuff a possible attack by the British force. 
As time passed by, more and more farmers 
would be trained and sent other f udatary states, 
Links would be established with the people 
revolting against the government in other parts 


of the State. If necessary they would be helped 
with soldiers and arms 


This was our motive and we planned 
accordingly. But I was not in favour of 
deploying unruly people as soldiers. I was 
. under the impression that people would have 

full Sympathy with us and they would come 
forward to Cooperate with us. People would 
have self-government which would be 
of the Panchayat 
iers. Leaders and 
end fifteen hundred 
and Talcher at once, 


managed by the members 

with the help of these sold 
representatives agreed to 5 
volunteers from Pallahara 
Five hundred volunteers 


called upon to arrange arms and ammunitions. 
In the meanwhile, from the 4th onwards, day 
and night, I kept an eye on war planes. 


The next morning i.e. on 6th September, 
advisors and office-bearers of ‘Prajamandal 
including Gouri Sankar, Bichhanda Charan, 
Kalandi Chandra Pradhan and 6 to 7 others 
came to the camp. They were informed of the 
decisions taken on the previous day. They also 
Promised to extend their cooperation 
wholeheartedly. But on 3rd September a 
decision had been taken at the Kumunda 
meeting that people would attack Talcher town 
and remove the government and set up 4 
paralal government there. Word had spread in 
the locality and all arrangements had been 
made. People were eager to attack Talcher that 
very night. 


I decided to restrain the people and stop 
this move. Because I knew this unruly and 
disorganised mob would disperse once the 
bombing started from the war planes. This 
would result in the victory of the enemy. Once 
the gathering was dispresed, it would be 
difficult to re-organise and re-settle them. 
Once the enemy won, they would start taking 
repressive measures. It would lower en 
spirits. They would not be in a position to stan 
again. Taking the above facts into 
Consideration, I was determined not to a 
them to go ahead. I stood my ground. ou i. 
except Gouri Sankar, urged me to allow rsa 
decision to be carried out. I noticed that t e 
atmosphere was a charged one. oe 
preventing them would be considere the 
coward a traitor. People would suspect that 
man was an agent of the government aa 
would not hesitate to kill him. I got informat! 
from all parts of the state that people = 
Prepared with canes, sticks, other weapons 2” 
food stuff to take part in the move. On ie 
September they all expected me to t@ 
command and advise them for the attack. They 
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all knew that a plane was flying overhead, it 
would attack them any moment with bombs. 
In spite of this, people wanted to go ahead with 
the move. I heard that each family kept one 
son at home and sent the others to join the 
battle. Nobody was prepared to wait till the 
15th of September. 


When I heard that people were ready to 
lay down their lives, I decided to allow them 
to attack either on 6th night or on the 7th. But 
l expressed my desire to take over the 
command into my hands. When leaders, office 
bearers and volunteers knew this they all 
became shocked and unhappy. They wanted 
me not to come out into the open, because the 
Government would arrest me and even kill me. 
By the time the government declared that 
Tupees five thousand five hundred acres of land 
and five villages would be given as reward to 
the person who would supply the clue leading 
to my arrest or whosoever would behead me 
and produce my head before the rulers. Title 
would also be conferred on the person. 


Intelligence people prowled around, 
they mingled with the people and volunteered 
tocollect information. Leaders thought if I was 
arrested or killed it would be an irreparable 
loss to Talcher. Their arguments were 
Convincing. If people knew I.was alive, it 
Would be a source of inspiration to them. They 
_ Would be attracted towards me and would be 
distracted from other goal. They were unruly 


as such. They would not be in a position to 
face the bombing. So, the leaders urged me 
not to go to the battlefield but to employ my 
colleagues to lead the attack. 


I also saw merit in these arguments. 
These were also persuasive from a 
psychological angle. In fact, if the people knew 
that I was alive, their desire for revenge would 
be less intense. There was also the possibility 
that I might get caught. If I was caught or 
killed, people would lose their zeal. They 
would certainly be cowed down by the 
repressive methods adopted by the 
government. In future, the movement would 
be left half-way and the movement could not 
be organised in Orissa. So I decided not'to go 
to the battlefield on that night or on the next. 
I gave order to attack the Talcher fort. I also 
made them understand Gandhiji’s idea of 
Ramarajya. This plan was carried out in every 
village. I kept strict vigil over the places. 


an. Mukti Pathe Sainika. 


Pabitra Mohan Pradh 
MB, 1941. Rpt 1979. pp.126- 


Dhenkanal / New Delhi P. 
132. 

Late Pabitra Mohan Pradhan was an eminent freedom 
fighter and a reputed legislator. He was a former 
Minister in Orissa. 

Marina Priyadarshinee Mohapatra lives at S-91, 
Maitree Vihar (Phase-I), Chandrasekharpur, 
Bhubaneswar 751023. 


Life took a different turn when I joined the 
secret society formed by Surendra Nath 
Dwivedi. My job was to collect messages sent 
by other organisations, deliver them to 
Dwivedi and carry his messages back to them. 
A few other friends were also engaged in 
establishing a link with the outside world. I 
came to know them and later, in course of my 
political life, I grew intimate with them. They 
included Biswanath Pandit, Anil Kumar 
Ghosh, Sachidananda Mishra, Nishamani 


entrusted with specific responsibilities and we 
never shared the secrets among ourselves. Nor 
did we try to do so. Dwivedi alone knew 
everything and gave instructions to each of us. 
We were already aware that there was a strict 
Sense of discipline among the members 
working for a secret society. The purpose was: 
the government machinery would not be in a 
Position to get hold of all in the event of one 
getting caught or leaking a secret out of fear. 


Occasionally cyclostyled bulletins were 
circulated among the people of Orissa in order 
to maintain Orissa’s link with the movement 
and keep the people informed about it. The 
important incidents, which took place at 
different places in and outside Orissa but were 
censored by the Government, were published 
in the bulletins, Besides, people taking 
the movement Were given gener 
through these bulletins, 


part in 
al instructions 


Khuntia and a few others. Each of us was © 
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Joining the Secret Society 


Banka Behary Das 
Translated by Anil Kumar Pradhan 


Dwivedi himself wrote the contents of 
the bulletins. Banamali Mishra, the main 
worker of Rastrabhasa Prachar Samity, who 
had a good hand, prepared the copy, which was 
then cyclostyled. The copies were distributed 
in Cuttack and sent to other places for 
circulation. Since the bulletin was not printed 
in a press, it was not possible to produce 
enough copies. They were dropped in selected 
houses. The strategy worked and the news 


Spread in the area the next day. 


I emember, the news item under the 
heading ‘Arrest Musaib Khan’, carrying news 
of the police firing at Kaipada in Cuttack 
district, in which seven persons were killed, 
was published in one issue. Musaib Khan wae 
the S.D.O. of Jajpur, who ordered the firing. 
The bulletin frightened the officialdom. All 
possible efforts were made to arrest Surendra 
Nath Dwivedi. It was announced that anyone 
giving any clue leading to his arrest would be 
rewarded, 

Dwivedi went underground. Nandi ean 
had a few houses in different lanes in 
Chandnichowk area. His son, Mathurananda 
Sahu helped Dwivedi by hiding him in his 
different houses. I used to visit him regularly 
and deliver messages to him. I also helped him 
in preparing the leaflets. 


Swami Bichitrananda Das yo 
established links with Dwivedi although he di 
not come out into the open. He was an 


established lawyer and a staunch 


(Congressman. N.R. Swamy, 4 veteran 
journalist and Manager of Rastrabhasa Prachar 
Samity, helped Dwivedi in many ways. They 
Were intiamte friends. Many others extended 
financial and other kinds of help. 


A couple of leaders from each district 
were associated with the secret society. Chief 
among them were Goura Chandra Das of 
Balasore, Ghanashyam Patnaik of Ganjam and 
Bhairab Charan Mohanty of Sambalpur. 
Bhairab babu had resigned his job in the Orissa 
Secretariat and joined the movement. The 
Secretariat had been temporaily shifted from 
Cuttack to Sambalpur in order to escape a 
Possible bomb attack during the wal. So 
Bhairab babu was staying there. Later, all of 
them were arrested. Dwivedi, myself and all 
others were tried in criminal cases and sent to 
Jail. 

For about two months since the 8th of 
August 1942, the movement continued 
vigorously all over Orissa. The Congress 
Organisation was strong in Koraput and the 
Movement took an extreme turn there. The 
Police resorted to firing 
Movement. overnment 0 
Laxman a a few others were charged 
with murder; Naik was hanged in Berhampur 
Jail. He embraced death amid the chanting ° 
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai.’ 


In order to supP 

Police resorted to firing at 

3 imum 
Undivided Balasore district, where max 


rt rdom. Many 
Number of people courted mi adevpth Lunia 


fell to the bullets at Eram in Bas ‘ai 

: in 
and Katasahi in Dhamnagar @ ‘ es a in 
Khaira. It was so cruel and ghastly. Aa 
those places had established popu 
government and the police is 
to suppress them. The incident at Pret 


ress the movement, 
many places in 


written in golden letters in the history of 
freedom struggle in India. Likewise, the firing. 
at Kaipada is worth mentioning. Everywhere 
police stations were gheraoed, government 
offices were paralysed and non-cooperation 
with the government continued. 


The issues of the bulletin brought out 
by our secret society carried all these news 
items and kept the people informed about the 
movement. Sabotaging railway tracks, 
disconnecting telephone and telegraph wires 
and thereby disrupting the communication 
network of the government formed a daily 
affair, By that time, most schools and colleges 
were closed sine die and many students and 
youth took leading parts in the movement. 


British Government collected the 
information that the secret society under the 
leadership of Dwivedi was spearheading the 
movement. The government concentrated its 
efforts on arresting the members of the society. 
Actually the freedom loving persons took it 
to themselves and indulged in such activities, 
The secret society only served as a link 
between individuals and organisations. Large 
scale arrest of the Congress leaders, police 
oppression and Gandhiji’s call for the final 
struggle were at the root of the movement. 


I used to write addresses on the backs 
of envelopes containing Dwivedi’s letters and 
post them in different post offices in Cuttack 
city. If Dwivedi wrote the addresses, police 
might suspect the letters since they were 
thoroughly acquainted with his handwriting 
Occasionally a little money was to be sent to ; 
few persons, who were arrested or had gone 
underground. I used to fill in the money order 
forms. Once I sent twenty rupees by M.O. t 
the family of Adikanda Das of Dhenkanal 3 
signed the form and wrote my Kalyanpur 
address in the sender’s box. The ilioe tee 


RRR WW0 6 


SR EEE 


gota clue. The handwriting matched with the 
handwriting on the back of several envelopes 
seized earlier. Adikanda was injured in police 
firing at Dhenkanal and we had made 
arrangements for his treatment. Since he was 
not financially well off, the money order had 
been sent. The police could track me for this 
act of foolishness. I was arrested. The police 


now thought, they could track Dwivedi and 
others. 


Eminent freedom fighter, noted 
environmentalist, fofmer minister, |r 
Banka Behary Das passed away on|full 
July 28, 2001 at the Capital 
Hospital, Bhubaneswar. 


Born to a well-to-do family at} 
Kalyanpur near Jajpur town onh 2 
January 8, 1922, Das received 
education at Ravenshaw College, | 


Cuttack. He took active part in the E bie 
Quit India Movement in 1942 andy. 
was sent to jail for three years. 


Das was elected to the Orissa 
Legislative Assembly in 1957 from 
Binjharpur Constituency and later 
from Dharmasala. He was elected to 
the Rajya Sabha in 1967. In 


demise of the beloved leader. 


A place of environmental imp 
nenowned environmentalist, Thi 
Patnaik in the Orissa Legislativ 


BANKA BEHARY DAS PASSES AWAY 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Sh 
tributes to the depart 
environmentalist, Bank 


PLACE TO BE NAMED AFTER DAS 


BD Qn 


Banka Behary Das. Sangramara Sesha Nahin, 


Bhubaneswar : Ramesh Chandra Swain, 1998, 
pp.14-17. 


Late Banka Behary Das was an eminent freedom fighter, 
political leader and well-known environmentalist. 


Anil Kumar Pradhan writes in Oriya and translates from 
English to Oriya. He lives at A-12, Housing Board 
Colony, Baramunda, Bhubaneswar 751003. 


ri Naveen Patnaik paying floral 
ed freedom fighter and noted 
a Behary Das on July 28, 2001. 


“shia July. I was then staying at my uncle’s 
Sera One evening I set out to join the struggle 
‘a freedom taking with me two dhotis and 
: ) shirts, Lrecall, I attended a meeting on the 
ank of river Kathajodi, where, after the blood- 
curdling speech by Rajkrishna Bose, acall was 
given for burning British clothes. The audience 
one off their foreign clothes and piled them 
an The President of the meeting set these on 
ire. I also threw my clothes into that fire and 
came back home only pg 
With the shirt on my 
back. This was a turning 
Point in my life. I 
Teached the Swaraj 
Ashram, from where I 
Hes sent to Balasore in 
. € company of 
pokulananda Mohanty 
ae the people there 
i their movement 
Sainst taxation. There, 
me as given the charge of 
© movement. 


a 
ie 


I went to a village eu 
erie ae 
The author (S 


a stayed in the 
aa office which 
as housed in the 
hagwat parlour built on a 
Me other Congress wor 
ea there. On nfy arr 
Iscussions with the village- 
People. All the people of the vi 


raised platform. 


kers were also 
ival, I started 


head and other 
llage including 


Sh Pea ; Pe i Ma ie 
tanding third from left) with Acharya Harihar, Pandit Nehru Y 
Pandit Nilakantha and Lingaraj Mishra : 1935 i 


A Turning Point in My Life 


Gokul Mohan Raychudamani 
Translated by B.C. Dwivedy 


women and children participated in the 
movement. They fed me by turn. From here 
the news about the progress of the movement 
was cyclostyled and distributed in different 
places. In the general meetings, it was decided 
that none would pay the tax. Now Government 
started attacking the public. It was not possible 
at first for the police to cross over the 
barricades raised by the -people around the 
village. But one day due to heavy rain they 


iF 


ao Se 
ia ti 4 


5 


ye 


chanced to enter the village. They arrested me 
and some of my companions. After a trial, I 
was sentenced six months’ imprisonment. I 
was lodged as a Class-III prisoner in Balas ' 
jail. sre 


STROBE EC TEIN 


My first days in the prison 


Due to a gradual increase in the number 
of Satyagrahis in the jail there was an acute 
shortage of accommodation. We were kept in 
an abandoned godown which had atin roof. It 
was also overcrowded as the number of 
prisoners accommodated there was almost 
double the actual strength. Torturing 
Satyagrahis in this manner was a regular 
practice. Many of them were injured, with their 
bones broken in their struggle with the police. 
I was beaten by the police here, my ribs broke 


and that injury at times gives me pain even 
now. 


In the jail each one of us was provided 
with two underpants, specially meant for 
prisoners, two half-sleeve shirts and a towel; 
two all season mats for bed and two blankets; 
two iron bowls as utensils, one for water and 
the other for food. We had to wash these bowls 
ourselves by rubbing them with bricks. A type 
of rotten foul-smelling coarse rice, tasteless 
watery dal, a spoonful of curry made of arum 
leaves and pumpkin and alittle tamarind pickle 
was our usual diet, which we had to eat before 


ward after the head count. Inside the chamber 
there would be a lantern, dimly burning. A few 
chose to eat rice and a few others chapati, 
which was also prepared from a type of coarse 
flour and looked like a patch of grass. We were 
made to labour hard. We were engaged in 
beating the coconut choir. Once we all 
Satyagrahis complained against various 
punishments inflicted upon us and boycotted 
the work. As a Tesult, we were given 
underpants of sack to wear and our limbs were 
chained the whole day. We were served a type 
of tasteless porridge. We were put into the 
Prison cells for fifteen days at a stretch. 
Meeting relatives and acquaintances was 
prohibited. Correspondence with home was 


evening when we were locked in the prison 


also ceased. It was a regular feature not only 
in the Balasore jail but also in the jails of Puri 
and Berhampur, where I was lodged 
subsequently. The treatment meted out to us 
was worse than the treatment towards other 
prisoners. We were hardly treated as political 
activists. There was no limit to the torture. 


Every Monday the Jail Superintendent 
came to see the prisoners. All the prisoners 
were made to wear clean dresses and to stand 
in a queue with their belongings placed in their 
front for supervision. The Superintendent was 
preceded by two warders and followed by two 
jailors and other officers during the 
supervision. A special type of umbrella was 
held high above his head. A big trumpet was. 
blown as soon as he entered the jail compound. 
Meanwhile, the prisoners must have taken 
their attention position. It was a regular — 
practice in the jail. 


“Once we did not stand in a queue and 
did not follow the practice. This was 
considered an act of disobedience, and as 4 
result, we were punished. I had disobeyed the 
order of the Sahib many times. These orders 
were often humiliating. Besides these, the 
requisite quantity of food as mentioned in the 
jail book was not served to us. The officials 
were involved in a sort of hoarding. The 
amount hoarded by them might be more than 
half of the total. The supplier of the food stuff 
used to charge high prices for low quality stuff. 
None in the jail paid any heed to our 
complaints; rather they rebuked us. As a vet 
dissatisfaction and complaints against the J4! 
authorities frequently occured. They engas® 
the criminal convicts of the jail to attack us- 
We got injured in the tussle with them. Soo? 
the siren would ring and the reserve police 
force would enter the jail and make - 
senseless by giving us blows from the tip % 
their guns. What a nuisance | The freedom 


ies had to undergo such intolerable 
orture. I had this sort of experience in the 
Prime of my youth. 


Salt Satyagraha 


ae been decided that the Salt Law would 
eae at Soran, a place*beside Chilika 
ke in the district of Puri. had been released 
a the jail recently and was entrusted with 
e responsibility. I first reached Kuhudi, 
plies under the jurisdiction of Tangi police 
Station. After exchange of talks with some 
young gentlemen of the village, one of them 
hore Sadhu babu made arrangements for my 
and lodging at his residence. Thanks to 
him, in spite of his poverty he 
Service for quite a long period. I arranged 
Meetings, addressed audience and tried to 
spire them to join the Satyagraha. I also 
Started collecting rice and money from the 
People for my sustenance. T 
‘ook interest and gladly offered me foo?. 
Before the appointed day, I went t Soran and 
ae shelter in the Jagannath temple there. A 
‘ew other Satyagrahis came from Purl and 
Joined us. We cooked our food, ate our meals 
and hung our utensils on @ tee The police 
Usually came and broke our U 
tt had to starve. Seeing this, some women of 
© village offered to feed us- As it was 
Planned, they would make a peculiar shrill at 
their backyard as if they were calling their dogs 
at a particular time everyay- Getting the signal 
We would stealthily enter the yard, eat food 
' the earthen pots and on leaves and come 
back. The village chowkidar had secret 
Sympathy with us and that was why he did not 
'nform the police “about this secret 


atrangement. 

: : f 
A few days passed playing (° anaes 
hide and seek with the police: 3 ee 
Namely, Mangaraj of Soran and Raghu o 
Kuhudi assisted us. On the appointed aay, 
SS 


Y 
7 


had offered this” 


he village people © 


tensils and then . 


_ others joined this training camp. I and Gati 
. i 


thousands of people joined us with Indian 
National Congress flags in hand in a 
procession to the shore of Chilika. Conches 
were blown along with the auspicious 
ullulation of women. People started collecting 
salt as the police initially became silent 
spectators. After three to four days, we got the 
news that the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed. 
We were given a grand farewell ina meeting 
at Kuhudi, which was largely attended. dunes 
were. decorated with lamps. The victory of Salt 
Satyagrah was celebrated. The next day, we 
got back to Puri. 


Conference of the Congress Party 


The office of the Congress Committee, 
Puri ‘was then situated in Ramchandi Lane, 
where Laxmi Talkies stands at present. Sparing 
our own manual labour, we had built a clay 
house with thatched-roof for office beside the 
brick-house which was there previously. Saint 
Ram Das, who worked for the Congress, was 
living there. Later, many Congress workers 
settled there. 


It was decided that the All India 
Congress Committee Conference would be 
held at Baliapanda in Puri town. Pandit 
Nilakantha Das was the President of the 
reception committee. Harekrushna Mahtab 
was the Chairman of the volunteers’ 
organisation. A training centre was opened at 
Cuttack to train the volunteers drawn from 
different parts of Orissa. A teacher from Seb 
Dal was invited. Leaders like iN alesierasirs 
Choudhuri, Malati Devi, Raj Krishna Bose ti 


Krushna Swain were sent to represent Puri 
district in the training. After coming ba he 
was appointed Secretary to Mahtab ‘ i 
reception committee. Another trainin, on 
was opened at Rahasbari Math Nine rg 
was sent there as an instructor, aye 
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News was flashed that Mahatma Gandhi 
and many other leaders had been arrested and 
the party had been declared illegal. Soon I 
closed the training camp and went back to the 
Congress office at Puri. The next day the police 
seiged the office and arrested us during the 
night. I was sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment. I was shifted from Puri to Gaya 


jail and after a few days to Hazaribag and 
finally to Patna. 


My Days in Patna Jail 


A camp jail had been built on a spacious 
low land near Phulwari railway station at a 
distance from Patna, exclusively for the Class- 
III prisoners of Bihar and Orissa, who took 
part in the movement . 
The entire area was 
fenced with electrically 
charged barbed wire. 
Inside, there were 
apartments made of tin 
walls and thatched roof 
having no connection 
among them. Each 
apartment had only one 
gate. There was a strict 
Vigil. Electricity and 
water were supplied to the 
Prisoners in the camp. }: 
Out of some 4,000 [.* 
Prisoners who were 
housed there, about 700 
belonged to Orissa, 


The author (sitting first 
Choudhuri, Biswa 


toll rose to 27, from among the Oriya prisoners 
alone. Earthen walls were made just beside 
the tin walls and blankets were stretched under 
the tin roofs. 


About the diet and the dress ? Almost 
like what we were provided with in Puri jail. 
The only difference was in the type of work, 
that is, to grind wheat instead of beating choir 
. The Oriya warders employed here had 
sympathy with us and so the supply of food 
was not meagre. 


I could not bear the heat of this place 
and so suffered from blood dysentery. I was 
admitted to the prison hospital, where I stayed 
for long 21 days. I was desperate and had 


from right) with Nabakrushna Choudhuri, Malati 
nath Pasayat and Surendra Dwivedi : 1937. 


given up the hope of life but narrowly ee 
death. I was extremely weak and feeble, 
alive. 


I then engaged myself in reading bet 
in the jail. Discussions on many topics ensue 
along with the celebration of Independence day 
and a few festivals. We started a school for 
the education of our political colleagues, a" 
arranged mass exercise in the morning. a 
colleagues eagerly joined us. Occasiona 
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theatres with many comic scenes were 
Performed for our entertainment. 
Arrangements were made subsequently to 
make us forget the cruel torment of jail life. 
The jail being far away from Orissa, there was 
No chance of seeing the near and dear ones. 
Correspondence, which was not so easy, was 
the only way of relief. All the letters, both 
Cutgoing and incoming, were strictly checked 
and then posted or delivered to us. As a result, 
Postal communication was delayed. 


Thad to serve two terms in this jail, one 
Ay in all. It is worth mentioning that most of 
those who became Ministers subsequently in 
independent India, served terms in this jail. 
rommon people did not have any contact with 

8 for fear of the British Government. 


awards of Orissa Sahitya Akad 
organised on July 20, 2001. In his a 
an active part in the we 


For the year 1998, the awards i 


Shri_Anadi Sahu, Dr Bijay 
Chandra Pahi, Dr Krushna Ch 
Pruseth and Shri Sankarsan Sa 


Dr Mahendra Kumar Mishra, 
Mishra, Smt Basant Kumari Devi 


Shri Nalini Mohan 


‘y of the Akademi, 


meeting. Secretar, : 
kademi. Writers, 


activities of the A 
were present. 


ORISSA, SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARDS | 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran gave awary the annual 
emi for the years 1998 and 1999 in a function 


ddress, he called upon litterateurs to take 


Ifare of the societ 
n different streams were received by 
Prasad Mohapatra, Dr Pradi 
aran Behera, 


mal. The recep 
Shri Naru Mohanty, Shri Surendra Mishra, Dr Manorama Biswal Mohapatra, 
Dr Pramod Kumar Tripathy, Dr Bidyadhar 


(posthumans) and Smt Jyotimayee Mohanty. 


Mohanty, Director 0} 
dent of the Akademi, presided over the 


Honour, Shri Pathani Patnaik, Presi © Akai 
Shri Aswini Mishra, threw light on the 
academicians and other eminent persons 


It is all a matter of the past now. We were 
released from the jail in due course. Eating 
Abhara of Sri Jagannath which was given ies 
of cost in Emar Math, we slept on the corridors 
of shops at night. A close watch was kept on 
us. In 1934, we had to run party work including 
all sorts of propaganda by secretly cyclostyling ’ 
leaflets and distributing them. 


ee eee 


Source : Gokul Mohan Raychudamani. Raktasikia 


Khurda Matira Sangram. Khurda: Kitab Mahal, 1995. 


Gokul Mohan Raychudamani is a well known freedom 
fighter. 


B.C. Dwivedy teaches English at the Central School, 
Dhenkanal. 


y through their literary works. 


p Das, Shri Ananda 


Shri Prafulla Das, Shri Narayan 
ients for the year 1999 included 


f ‘Culture, was the Guest of 
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The August Revolution 


An Account of Burning Ravenshaw College Office and Ersama Police Station 


The 14th of July is a memorable day in world 
history. Inspired by the ideals of liberty, 
equality and fraternity, on that day in 1789, 
the people of France had started the French 
Revolution. They had attacked the prison, Fort 
Bastile situated on the outskirts of Paris. The 
piled-up anger of the people had turned them 
wild. Likewise, people in 1942 burnt the office 
of Ravenshaw College. Students in groups 
indulged in acts of destruction. They entered 
the office, smashed chairs, tables and 
destroyed ceiling fans. They threw away the 
files. It was difficult to say who was doing 
what. I was present in the mob. Someone was 
trying to disconnect the telephone connection 
to the office room of Principal, Dr Prana 
Krushna Parija. He was unable to do it alone. 
Although he did not seek my help, I rushed to 
lend him a hand. Both of us beat the wire till 
‘ itsnapped. After that I entered the room. Quite 
a few students were busy tearing the papers 
and scattering the files. I stood a little away 
from the Head Clerk, Jagannath Mishra's 
table. Suddenly, I noticed a fire on the table 
of Sadhu babu. Someone had brought petrol 
in a tin and set the files on fire. Fire spread 
through the office. The entire office was full 
of smoke. Students rushed out of the office to 
safety. The excitement, heat and smoke made 
me breathless. I breathed freely after I came 
out. As if everything happened in a split 
second. I came to know that Bijay Ketan 
Mangaraj, the son of the leader, Jadumani 


Manoranjan Das 

) 

Translated by Arun Kumar Mohanty 
Jatindra Kumar Nayak 


Mangaraj, was among the students who set the 
office on fire. Later, Bijoy became my 
colleague in All India Radio. His commentary 
on radio during the days when the Mukti. 
Vahini was fighting the Army of Pakistan 
thrilled the audience. His commentary was 
really exciting. No other programme, apart 
from Suren Mohanty's weekly, ‘Nakahile 
Bhala’, had enjoyed so much success. 


It was difficult to know who took ca 
in the incident of burning the college office. 
was not possible that everything could . 
recorded in history. Student leaders who sae 
Sent to prison during and after the eal 
Movement included Banamali Patanaik, sa 
Mitra, Surajmal Shah, Bibhudhendra Misht® 
Amitabh Mohapatra, etc. “8 


Gourishyam Nayak, the local leader of 
Ersama, took the leadership of attacking t 
Police station at Ersama during the ee 
Probably, Erasama formed a part of the ae 
zamindari those days. Nayak was well kno Jot 
to my father. The news of his arrest led to ot e 
of discussion. Although I wrote a part i rly 
Play, August Na in 1942, I rewrote it i ie re) 
1947. The incident of raid and urn 
Ersama police Station kept recurring +e it 
mind when I wrote the play. This is he 
Shaped the play's ending : 


ed 
The protagonist of the play, Amar, was ona 
to death in what amounted to a show-trial. Li 
was lodged in the condemned cell, his friend Bisw? 
came to see him for the last time. 


SS 


| 
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Amar 
Biswanath 
Amar 
Biswanath 
Amar 


Biswanath 


Amar 


Biswanath 


Amar 


Biswanath 


Amar 


Biswanath 


Amar 


Biswanath 
Amar 


Biswanath 
Amar 


Amar 


Biswanath 


Amar 


Biswanath 


Biswanath 


Biswanath ! 
I've been allowed only two minutes. 
You ? 
I have been released. 
What are you doing now ? 
: Staying home, doing nothing. What 
shall I do ? I can't take a decision. 


Aren't you ashmaed of yourself, 
Biswananath ? You say, you can't take a 
decision. Have the foreign rulers left the 


country ? 

I'm sorry, Amar. I shall set to work 
from tomorrow. Do you have any 
information of Jayant and Baruni ? 

Yes. They have been sent to the 
Andamans. 

Amar ! 

And there is another information for 
you. 

What ? 

I'll be hanged before sunrise 
tomorrow. 

To be hanged ! 

Laxman Naik, myself, and... 

And? 

My father. 

Amar ! 


: Yes, Biswanath, I couldn't imagine the 
rustic farmer could abandon his rice-field 


and take the plunge. 

Did he organise the raid 
Station No.7 ? 

Yes. 

Probably because you 
movement... 


on the Police 


joined the 


Not at all. He himself felt that one 


Amar 
should live like a man, fighting for 
freedom and dignity. 

Biswanath Amar, I salute you on behalf all my 


countrymen. 


The August Movement was not confined 
only to the students. It was the greatest mass 
movement which swept the country. Like the 
several instruments forming an orchestra, 
students, teachers, intellectuals, farmers, 
workers and above all, the public got united. 
Amar's father, a poor peasant, thus served as a 
symbol of this unity. At the background of the 
action of the play was the real incident of the 
burning down of the Ersama police station. I 


‘had actually witnessed the incidents as they 


took place. And my play was based on those 
real experiences. 

The burning of the college office took 
place in 1942, police oppression followed. The 
college was closed down; students' messes 
were closed. I left Cuttack for Kujang, bag and 
baggage, taking a Cheverlot bus belonging to 
Mani Bose's Cuttack Motor Association. 


An excerpt from NBT’s forthcoming publication 


Source ; Manoranjan Das. Smruti Sanlap. Cuttack : 
Friends’ Publishers, 1999, pp-81 to 85. 


a ee 
Manoranjan Das is a famous Oriya playwright. He lives 
at ‘Patha Chhaya’, Burdwan Compound, Station Bazar, 


Cuttack - 753003. 

Arun Kumar Mohanty lives at “Naivedya’, 48(P), Budha 
Nagar, Bhubaneswar - 751006. 

Jatindra Kumar Nayak lives at C-41, Utkal University 


Campus, Vani, Vihar, Bhubaneswar - 751004. 
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The Role of the Tribal People of Orissa in the 
Indian Freedom Struggle 


During the Birtish rule in India, encroachment 
of land belonging to the tribal people and 
oppression of the tribals by the aliens were on 
the rise. The category of aliens included those 
non-tribals who were new settlers in the tribal 
regions, i.e. jagirdars, landlords, merchants, 
money lenders, missionaries and Government 
agents. By temperament, tribals are simple and 
nature-loving people. When they found their 
life style and culture jeopardized by the 
activities of aliens they rose against them. 


In order to escape the dominance of 
aliens, tribals either withdrew to the still 
unoccupied hill territories or continued to 
remain victims of economic exploitation and 
social degradation. It is during this time that 
one or two persons from their society rose and 
fought for their rights. Continued repression 
by the British Administration, turned the 
tribals into rebels. Tribal personalities in 
Orissa such as Laxman Naik, Dora Bisoi, 
Chakra Bisoi, Sadhu Jaini, Nabaghana Kanhar, 


Bira Kanhar, Ratna Naik, Dharanidhar Naik’ 


alias Bhuyan, Nirmal Munde and others took 
active part in India’s struggle for freedom. 


The tribal uprisings form an integral part 
of Indian national movement. But less is 
known about their movements from the works 
of the 19th century historians. After the 
attainment of India’s independence, and 
particularly in the wake of the centenary 
celebrations of the Great Indian Revolt of 


Santosh Kumar Sethi 


1857, (Vinayak Damodar Sarkar ascribed the 
revolt of 1857, as the First War for India’s 
Independence) several Indian historians threw 
light on tribal resistance movements as a part 
of the general freedom struggle in India. It may 
be noted here that the tribal movements have 
not received the attention they deserve. 


In Orissa, freedom struggle began 
immediately after the British occupation In 
1803. It came as a resistance to the newly 
established political power. Revolt of the 
masses known as Paika Rebellion started in 
1817, under the leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu 
Bidyadahr, the Commandar-in-Chief of the 
Raja of Khurda. The movement first started 
in Banpur with the active help and support of 
400 Khonds who came from neighbouring 
Ghumsar. The Khonds initially had passive 
involvement in it, but subsequently they took 
active part in the freedom struggle. 


The first real revolt started in per 
zamindari during second decade of the 19t 
century. The Khonds and Savaras of the 
zamindari rose against the British, who h@ ¢ 
been trying to depose the Raja on the plea 7 
non-payment of tributes and disobedience © 
orders. Thus Ghumsar Rebellion ur 
vigorously, initially under the leadership Be 
Dora Bisoi in 1835, and then nate 
leadership his nephew Chakra Bisol. - 
freedom struggle of the tribals got anew lea: 
of life with the rebellion in Ghumsar. 


CT. OTT FATTO SCY 


The second half of the 19th century 
Witnessed a tribal movement of great 
Magnitude which lasted for nearly three 
decades, The tribal people like the Bhuyans, 
Juangs and Khols of Keonjhar, who had been 

_ Oppressed for a long time and were deprived 
of their political rights started a prolonged 
Struggle against the feudal chief as well as the 
British overlord. In this connection mention 
may be made of Ratna Naik and Dharanidhar 
Naik (Bhuyan). 

In the last decade of the 19th century 
the tribal people of Nayagarh, Ranpur and 
Daspalla participated in the struggle. Thus 
throughout the century, the tribals were either 
directly or indirectly involved in the freedom 
Struggle. In 1921, Orissa joined the 
Mainstream of the national movement. The 
tribals of Orissa did not lag behind. During 
the first three decades of the 20th century, the 
'tibals of Orissa were very much active in 
fighting authorities on economic and social 
fronts, It is a fact that were they not trained or 


educated in the line of the national movement 
nor they were brought to the fold of a modern 
democratic organisation. Nevertheless, they 
without abandoning their natural way of 
fighting, carried on a movement of great 
significance. 


Freedom struggle in Orissa got a new 
fillip with the start of the non-cooperation 
movement. The role of the Orissan tribals was 
worth mentioning. For the first time, the tribals 
came under the influence of the Congress 
movement. The tribals of Koraput under the 
leadership of Laxman Naik of Tentuliguma 
revolted against the British Raj. Laxman Naik 
and his close associate, Nila Patra worked 
wholeheartedly for the Congress and 
propagated its message throughout the tribal 
land of Koraput. Thus the tribals made 
significant contributions to India’s freedom 


struggle. 


) 
Santosh Kumar Sethi teaches History in K.B. College, 


Barang, Khurda. 
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HON’BLE PRIME MINISTER’S VISIT TO ORISSA 


Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee 
during his one-day visit to Orissa on July 29, 2001 
made an extensive aerial survey of the flood affected 
areas in the state. He was accompanied by Hon’ble 
Union Ministers, Shri Arjun Charan Sethi, Shri Juel 
Oram, Shri Braja Kishore Tripathy, Shri Debendra 
Pradhan, Smt Jayawanti Mehta, and Shri Manmohan 
Samal, M.P. He held a high-level review meeting at 
Raj Bhawan, Bhubaneswar. 

Hon’ble Prime Minister announced a package 
for the people of the flood-hit areas. It includes an 
additional 3 lakh tonnes of rice and one lakh more 
Indira Awas Yojana houses. Shri Vajpayee had a word 
of praise for the State Government, the Armed Forces 


and all others engaged in relief operation. J 
—/) 


— 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri 
M.M. Rajendran and Hon'ble Chief 
Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik receiving 
on'ble Prime Minister, Shri Atal Behari 

Vajpayee at Biju Patnaik Airport, 
Bhubaneswar on July 29, 2001. 


— 
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Veer Surendra Sai 


Veer Surendra Sai was born on 23rd January 
1809, on the auspicious full moon day of 
Pausa, at Khinda located in the present 
Jharsuguda district. His father’s name was 
Dharam Sai and mother was Revati Devi. She 
belonged to Bargaon zamindari of Saraikela 
estate in Singhbhum district, His father, a 
direct descendant of Raja Madhukar Sai 
(1630-1650 A.D.), the fourth Chauhan ruler 
of Sambalpur kingdom, was the scion of 
Chauhan family of Sambalpur. History is silent 
about Surendra Sai’s early life. The British 
depicted him as a robber, murderer, dacoit, 
traitor, and an outlaw, because he fought for 
the freedom of his country. In fact, he was held 
as the Sivaji of Sambalpur. As Sivaji gave a 
fatal blow to the Mughal empire, Surendra Sai 
shook the British power by kindling the Spirit 
of freedom of India. 


Surendra Sai was the Product of the First 
War for India’s Independence of 1857, which 
gave a new turn to British rule an 
a Sense of unity amon 
India, thus accele 
nationalism. His h 
unparalled and un-co 


d generated 
g the diverse people of 
rating the Spirit of 
€roic achievemnt is 
mmon in the hilly tract 


warriors under the | 
has been a legend 
and folk songs in t 
region. According 
N.K.Sahu, “Veer § 


CB. Patel 


because he was the product of a ne 
process, but because he was the agent an 
process and helped in shaping the spirit 0 

age to come.” 


Almost the whole of the Indian 
subcontinent was under the British rule. is 
hoary national life had grown weak. For 
Ist time in 1857, a nation-wide revolt hes 
place. Nana Saheb, Laxmi Bai, ed 
Raja Arjun Singh and Bahadur Shah pone te 
agains the British. But the ideals of nationa the 
were yet to develop and take firm root 07 me 
Indian woil. This phase is termed by fied 
historians as a rebellion of a few ake 
Princes against the British. But the 2nd P Sai 
of this movement, to which Surendra to 
belonged, marked the popular pain 8 
Princes and people with a sense of aan 
Sai was a born rebel and an uncomprom! His 
enemy of British Raj from his early . ‘4 
Tevolt against British Government wart u 
1827, when ‘he was hardly 18 years ie 
Continued upto 1864, spread over a Pe ritst 
long 37 years, which trembelled the dia in 
Raj in Sambalpur in particular, and nah jai 
Seneral. He was imprisoned in Hazati ‘ofl 
for 17 years in course of his early revoluti s 
Career; for another 20 years he re 
incarcerated in Asirgarh hill fort we 
Stayed till his death. senired 

Surendra Sai was a hero, who ane 
the people. He was capable to fire sa 
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and emotion of the martial tribes such as 
Gonds, Khands, Binjhals and Bhuinas. He 
instilled in them a sense of hope and patriotism 
for freeing the country from the yoke of foreign 
domination. His area of operation extended 
Over a far-flung territory from Bastar and 
Jeypore to Sarguja and Jaspore and from 
Sambalpur to Rewa State over an area 4000 
Square kilometre. For most part his career 
Tecontinued guerrila warfare in the hill region 
of western Orissa. The hills and dales offered 
him and his men shelter and food. 


_ A series of predatory raids from the 
jungle forts of this region crippled the British 
Power to a great extent. Even to this day 
Junagarh hill fort of Hemgir and Jumlagarh 

ill fort of Nawapara bear testimony to his 
Military exploits and expeditions. Iiiterestingly, 
he espoused the cause of the down-trodden and 
the tribal people. His aims was not the 
iberation of Sambalpur alone, but the freedom 
of India from British imperialism. For this, 
from 1857 his revolution coalesced with the 
8teat current of the pan-Indian movement for 
Putting an end to British supremacy in India. 


British Government supressed the revolt 
to supress 


°f 1857-58 all over India but failed 
Uendra Sai, who continued the battle 
‘reafter in Sambalpur singlehandedly and 
affled the British for long 4 years: This W%* 
'S unique achievement and this puts hoe 
© array of tough freedom fighters of modern 
Ndia, During this phase, the British seized the 
“Ntire food stock of Surendra Sai and his men 
€ven cut the food supply, line. But that 
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could not stop the indomitable freedom fighter 
who continued his movement with renewed 
zeal and vigour. Ultimately, the Government 
had to reconcile. They abandoned the path of 
violent war and tried to win over Surendra 
Sai by adopting a policy of conciliation, peace 
and good will. The tribals also agreed to the 
British proclamation of pardon and restitution 
of confiscated property. But this proclamation 
was a part of the British intrigue to finish 
Surendra Sai. British Government falsely 
implicated Surendra Sai on charge of treason 
and exiled him in Asirgarh fort. Sambalpur 
was brought under the jurisdiction of Central 
Provinces in 1862. 


As in case of Napoleon, several legends, 
stories and fictions have been woven around 
Surendra Sai. He was depicted as a military 
genius, a unique horseman and a marksman 
of great ability, who became a victim of British 
cruelty. The story of his valour is unique. It is 
said that he injected ‘ptharlasa’ to his body 
for gaining strength. When the British tortured 
him in prison, he cut his thigh and removed 
the ‘patharlasa’ and invited death. Whatever 
be the veracity of these stories, it is a fact that 
Surendra Sai legends inspired people and they 
speak volumes of his epic military exploits and 
high sense of nationalism. He lives in glory 


‘in the annals of freedom movement. He stands 


in grandeur as a national hero and deserves 
salute of the whole nation. 


CB. Patel is Superintendent of Orissa State M 
Bhubaneswar-75 1014. useum, 
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Salt Satyagraha in Orissa 


The advent of Mahatma Gandhi in the political 
scene of India ushered in an era of aspiration 
and ideology in the history of Indian national 
“ movement. Experiments on peace and non- 
violence were conducted. The weapon of non- 
violence which he had experimented in South- 
Africa against the British autocracy was also 
used in India. The Indian National Congress 
was the medium and non-violence was his 
powerful weapon. By that time, three 
consecutive incidents such as the Rowlatt Act, 
the ghastly Jalianawalabagh tragedy and the 
Khilafat law compelled him to launch an active 
programme against the British Government. 
The first phase of the freedom movement 
under his leadership took the form of a Non- 
Cooperation Movement in 1920. But when 
some of the satyagrahis at Chourichoura 
deviated from the peaceful path of non- 
violence, Gandhi was shocked and he 
suspended the movement immediately. 


The Civil Disobedience Movement, 
which Gandhi undertook in the second phase, 
was the continuation of the freedom 
movement. The anti-Simon Commission 
agitation is 1928 and the failure of Gandhi- 
Irwin talk in 1929 gave much impetus to the 
Satyagrahis to demand Purna Swaraj or 
complete independence, In the Lahore session 
of the Congress held under the Presidentship 


of Jawaharlal Nehru, it was resolved to 
demand for com 


decided that 26 


plete independence. It was 
th January 1930 would be 


Santilata Mohapatra 


celebrated as the Independence Day 
throughout the country. The Congress Working 
Committee authorised Gandhi to start Civil 
Disobedience Movement and to take the 
course of action which he considered suitable 
fit. The Civil Disobedience Movement aimed 
at defying the British Government and 
breaking its laws. Gandhi decided to take up 
his first course of action against the Salt Law 
i.e. the law on a very small but essential 
commodity. Millions of Indians, living in the 
coastal areas manufactured salt as a means of 
their livelihood, but the Government had 
deprived the poor people of the same and 
forced them to purchase the salt supplied by 
the Government at a higher rate. To add to their 
miseries, the Salt Tax was imposed, which was 
subsequently doubled. On the other hand, the 
Government made monopoly of salt 
manufacture and made huge profit out .of it. 
Gandhi’s appeal to the Viceroy for the repeal 
of the Salt Law was rejected outright; he was 
accused of violating the law. 


On the 12th of March 1930, Gandhi 
followed by a handful of Satyagrahis started 
his famous Dandi march to break the Salt Law. 
Dandi, situated on the sea-short at a distance 
of 241 miles from Sabaramati Ashram, was 
chosen for defying and violating the 
Government law. Before starting his historic 
march, Gandhi announced his firm resolve, 
‘Either I shall return with what I want or else 
my body will float over the ocean.’ On his way 
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to Dandi unprecendented receptions were 
accorded by the people and a number of 
prominent Congress leaders including Pandit 
Motilal and Jawaharlal Nehru greeted him. 
On the auspicious morning of the 6th April, 
in the presence of an excited mob, Gandhi 
Picked up a handful of salt. Sarojini Naidu was 
Overwhelmed with joy at the indomitable 
courage and success of Gandhi and 
congratulated him, “Hail, law breaker” The 
Salt Satyagraha at Dandi, electrified the whole 
nation and its vibration was felt in Orissa. A 
large number of people of coastal Orissa, i.e., 
from Ganjam to Balasore, took to manufacture 
salt as a source of their livelihood but the 
Government ruined the industry by passing the 
Salt Law. Breaking of the Salt Law was thus a 
Poor man’s battle. The Utkal Pradesh Congress 
Committee with Nabakrushna Choudhuri in 
the chair unanimously agreed to violate the 
Salt Law at Inchudi, an important salt 
Manufacturing centre, on the bank of the Bay 
of Bengal, in Balasore District. The local 
People of Balasore under the leadership of 
Sardar Surendra Nath Das, a fearless freedom 
fighter, extended their wholehearted co- 
Operation to the Satyagrahis. 


Elaborate preparations were made for 
the success of the Salt Satyagraha at Inchudi. 
Meetings at frequent intervals were held at 
different places to propagate the aims and 
objectives of the Satyagraha. H.K. Mahtab, 
Gopabandhu Choudhuri, Nabakrushna 
Choudhuri, Pranakrusna Padhiary, Jadumani 
Mangaraj collected volunteers and mobi 
Public opinion in the support of the movement. 
Volunteers from Ganjam, Sambalpur, Puri and 
interiors of Orissa rushed to Cuttack and were 
8iven training to march on to Inchudi in 
batches. The Satyagrahis were named as 
Ganjam bahini, Sambalpur bahini and 
Patitapaban bahini of Puri, who in different 


lised * 


times and different batches were kept ready to 
proceed to Inchudi. The Bakhrabad residence 
of Gopabandhu Choudhuri became the venue 
for the meeting and training of the Satyagrahis 
drawn from different districts before they set 
out for Inchudi. The first batch of 21 volunteers 
under the leadership of Gopabandhu 
Choudhuri started their fateful march from 
Cuttack Swaraj Ashram to Inchudi on 6th 
April, covering a distance of 120 miles in 7 
days to-break the Salt Law on 13th April. 

Amidsts cheers and slogan of ‘Bande 
Mataram’ the party moved round the important 
places of town and the public of Cuttack lined 

on both sides of the streets to witness the heart- 

touching sight of the Satyagrahis bravely 

proceeding to Inchudi. But on the way to 

Inchudi, at Kusunpur, their leader Gopabandhu 

Choudhuri was arrested; he was replaced by 

Acharya Harihar Das, the next prominent man 

in the panel of leaders. Everywhere the 

Satyagrahis were warmly welcomed by the 
people with Sankirtan parties, and blowing of 
conches. On 13th April 1930, violation of the 

Salt Law began when the first batch of 
Satyagrahis led by Acharya Harihar picked up 
handfuls of salt-earth and Acharya became the 
first Satyagrahi in Orissa who courted arrest 
without offering any resistance. 


Inspite of the repressive measures of the 
Police, the Satyagrahis continued to 
manufacture salt which was carried to other 
parts of Orissa, particularly to the urban areas 
of Balasore, Bhadrak and Cuttack for sale, A 
batch of Satyagrahis from Gujarat joined the 
agitators at Inchudi. The fourth batch of 
Satyagrahis was led by a medical student 
named Chakradhar Satpathy and it set out from 
Cuttack for Inchudi on 13th April 1930, 


Role of women in breakin i 

g the infamo: 
Salt Law opened a new chapter in the Gistony 
of freedom movement. A large number = 
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women activists under the leadership of Rama Devi, Malati Devi and Sarala Devi in Kujang, 


Devi, Malati Devi, Sarala Devi and Kiranbala 
Sen came out from their seclusion and 
proceeded towards Inchudi to extend their 
support to the movement. Presence of these 
women leaders raised the spirit of nationalism 
among the womenfolk of Balasore. Women 
Satyagrahis including Subhadra Mahtab 
participated in the violation of Salt Law two 
for consecutive days. Women agitators from 
tural areas like Tundra, Inchudi, Bhimpur, 
Kuligan and Rasulpur also carried contraband 
salt to Balasore for sale, Similarly, a section 
of women volunteers was engaged in the 


treatment of the wounded Satyagrahis at 
Sundari chhak. 


Thus, the participation of men and 
women Satyagrahis added a glorious chapter 
to the history of freedom movement in Orissa. 
Able guidance and time-bound plans 
contributed in no small measure to the success 
of Civil Disobedience Movement at Inchudi, 
which is considered second only to the famous 
Dandi March. 


Inspired by the success of the Salt 
Satyagraha at Balasore, the Satyagrahis 
decided to break the Salt Law at Kujang in 
Cuttack district. With the approval of the PCC, 
regular Salt Satyagraha began under the 
guidance of Narayan Birabara Samanta, Rama 


area. Satyagrahis marched to Kujang, batch 
by batch, in May 1930. Inspite of all preventive 
measures, people manufactured salt and sold 
it to the people. In Puri district too, Kakatpur 
and Astaranga became the centres of Salt 
Satyagraha. Similarly, in Ganjam district, 
under the able leadership of Sarala Devi, the 
Satyagrahis violated the Salt Law and defied 
the Government order. Huma and Ganja, the 
salt centres of Ganjam, were turned to be the 
battlegrounds of the freedom fighters. Sarala 
Devi was arrested and thrown into prison. She 
has thus the unique distinction of being the 
first lady of Orissa to court arrest for 
Participating in freedom movement. 


Thus, Salt Law was violated and 
manufacture of salt was carried DBs 
Appreciating the success of the move in 
Orissa, Nehru sent a message congratulating 
the people on 17th Feb 1931 : 


My greetings to the people of Utkal. I have heard 
of their sacrifice and sufferings in the national struggle 
for freedom. I congratulate them and trust, they will 
carry on the good fight till our motherland is free. 


Courtesy : All India Radio, Cuttack 
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Santilata Mohapatra lives at Ashraya, Keonjhar Colony; 
Cuttack 753008. 
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The Role of Agarpada in the 
Freedom Movement 


The village Agarpada is widely known because 
itis the birth place of Dr Harekrushna Mahtab, 
one of the architects of modern Orissa. It is 
situated in the north-western corner of modern 
Bhadrak district which formed a part of the 
undivided Balasore district. The place has now 
become a meeting ground of Bhadrak, 
Balasore and Keonjhar districts. It has taken 
the shape of a small town recently. In this 
Paper, an attempt has been made to reconstruct 
the history of the glorious days of freedom 
Struggle. 


At the clarion call of Gandhi, the Non- 
Cooperation movement started throughout 
India. In Orissa, many youngsters under the 
leadership of Pandit Gopabandhu Das plunged 
‘nto the movement. A handful of youngmen 
like Harekrushna Mahtab left their studies and 
Joined the struggle for freedom. The 
evolutionary life Mahtab began when he 
became the first Secretary of Balasore District 
Congress Committee. During the Non- 
Cooperation movement he got himself 
involved in the Kanika uprising. He occupied 
various important posts such as the Chairman 
of the Balasore District Committee and the 
Chairman of the Utkal Pradesh Congress 
Committee. Inspired by Mahtab, Upendra 
Nath Panda from Adalapanka joined the 
movement and later became the first editor of 


the P, rajatantra. 


Balasore district played @ Vi 
the Civil Disobedience Movemen 


tal role in 
t in 1930. 


Bhagabat Tripathy 


Gandhi started the Salt Satyagraha at Dandi 
in Gujarat. Following his example, Satyagraha 
at Inchudi became the second of its kind all 
over the country, next only to Dandi. 
Gopabandhu Choudhuri, Acharya Harihara, 
Sardar Surendra Nath Das alongwith 
Harekrushna Mahtab took leading part in this 
ovement and were arrested. During this 
period many young men and women in and 
around Agarpada, plunged into this 
movement. Almost all members of Mahtab’s 
family -- Subhadra Devi, his wife, Maina bibi, 
his sister, Kanhu Charan Das and Gopinath 
Das, his younger brothers-- joined the 
movement and were were arrested. Mahtab 
became a source of inspiration for the freedom 
fighters. Bholanath Mohanty and his wife 
Kshetramani, Muralidhara Mohanty and his 
wife Ambika Devi and their sons and 
daughters from the village Saramanga, 
Nidhiram Behera and his wife Mushi Dei 
Damodar Kar and his sister, Ahalya Devi from 
Itua followed Mahtab and joined the freedom 
movement. Besides them, Balakrishna Das 
Sarma of Adalapanka, Chandramani Sahoo of 
Mahantipada, Hadibandhu Das, Gourhari Das, 
Harekrushna Das of Tikira also joined the 
movement. 


m 


During the course of this movement an 
unprecedented women’s upsurge took place 
throughout the country. In Orissa, where not 
many women were educated, thousands got 
out of the four walls of their houses and took 
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part in the Salt Satyagraha. Women uprising 
broke out all over Balasore district under the 
leadership of Subhadra Devi. Ahalya Devi and 
Mushi Dei. They took part in the movement 
and courted arrest. 


The atrocities of the British Government 
had already started before the return of Gandhi 
from the Second Round Table Conference. 
Acharya Harihara, Pandit Gopabandhu Das, 
Nilakantha Das alongwith Harekrushna 
Mahatab were sent to prison. After their return 
from the jail, Mahtab worked for the cause of 
the eradication of untouchability. 


Movement for the removal of 
untouchability started in Bhadrak when 
Mahtab came there early in October 1932. This 
had been reported by the Collector of Balasore 
to the Commissioner. “H.K. Mahtab’s reported 
visit to Bhadrak is suspicious as he is hatching 
some deeper plan to revive a Civil 
Disobedience Movement in Bhadrak. He is 
coming with the object of uplift of the 
depressed classes but holding secret 
discussions.” 


Soon after Gandhi’s fast, with utmost 
enthusiasm, Mahtab took a few untouchables 
inside his family temple in which Gopabandhu 
Choudhuri and Basudeva Ratha had joined. 
They made the untouchables touch the idols, 
Subhadra Devi and Gopinath Das actively co- 
operated in this movement. As a result, his 
family was boycotted by the orthodox Hindus 
of the locality. Mahatab was soon arrested and 
jailed. 

At the end of Civil Disobedience 
Movement, Harekrushna Mahtab stayed 
mostly in his native village, Agarpada. During, 
this period, he established a hospital and a high 
school here for the promotion of health and 
education in this locality For the successful 
introduction of Khadi Movement and Harijan 
Movement, Mahtab started a new institution 


called Karma Mandir (temple of duty) at the 
place, where his father Krushna Charan Das 
was residing after he became a sanyasi this 
was a step taken by Mahtab in order to 
materialise Gandhi’s idea of Grama Swaraj. 
Through his Karma Mandir he carried on 
constructive programmes. He and his wife 
engaged themselves in such works like 
promotion of khadar, village sanitation and 
removal of untouchability. Some workers, both. 
men and women, helped them in these works. 
Branches of this institution were opened at 
many places throughout Balasore district. By 
that time Swarajya Ashram of Cuttack, 
Alakashrama of Jagatsinghpur and Swarajya 
Mandira of Balasore had already been 


instituted. At Balasore, Gandhi Kafma Mandir ¢ 


was established by Mahtab. 


Spinning was the main item among all 
constructive programmes undertaken at Karma 
Mandir. Both men and women from different 
Villages participated in this programme. Raniji 
(Subhadra Devi) and Bauji (the widow of 
Nrushingha Charan Das) took the leadership 
among the women. All the household 
materials of Mahtab were auctioned by the 
British Government in 1938. During the 
boycott of foreign goods, the costly saris of 
the Raniji were put to the fire in Rathadanda 
under the leadership of Purubai. All the 
women. members of Mahtab’s family along 
with Raniji had been using khadar saris since 
then. On the festive occasions like 
Prathamastami khadar was distributed among 
all the family members. Incessant sound of 


Spinning wheels from Karma Mandit 


entertained the whole atmosphere. In 
Agatpada area charakha movement was in full 
Swing. Chemibibi, Mohinibibi, Apuchhibibi, 
Jadima alongwith many women from 
Gadasahi and Kuansamadhia used to come to 
Participate in the spinning work. Once a month 
and on every Gandhi Jayanti, sutrayajna was 
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Conducted with sanctity in a well decorated 
mandapa in accordance with the instructions 
of Gandhi. Holding spinning wheels in their 
hands, women from Gadasahi used to come 
‘o Karma Mandir in a line like the marching 
of warriors to the battlefield. Padma Charan 
Das was organising the programme. Another 
eminent freedom fighter, Gokulananda 
Mohanty from Bhandaripokhari used to assist 
them in this programme. Gradually the 
spinning programme extended to nearby 
Villages. Even it was extended to remote 
Villages like Baghua, Itua and Apanda. 
Nidhiram Behera, Damodar Kar, Ahalya Devi 
look the leading role in this programme. The 
Weaver community of the nearby villages like 
Stirampur, Ratina and Kuradhighasa used to 
take threads from Karma Mandir. After 
Weaving clothes they used to sell them to 
arma Mandir. In 1941, spinning wheels given 
by Thakkarbapa were distributed among the 
People. Cocoons were collected from 
Gadapokhari area and were sent to Tigiria 
through this centre. Besides SU abl? 
Programme bee-keeping, extraction of oil feo 
il seeds and many other constructive works 
Were also carried on here. 
In Karma Mandir, Gandhi Jayant! as 
26th January were observed with grandeur 
Orkers used to make processions and sing 
the Songs composed by the nationalist ae 
anchhanidhi Mohanty. District and state ie 
Workers like Muhammed Hanif, Gokulanan 
Ohanty, Nilambar Das, Nanda Kishore pe 
Sardar Surendra Nath Das, Malati Choudhury, 
Gopabandhu Choudhury, Gour Chandra oF : 
abindra Mohan Das, revolutionary leader 
hakradhar Behera used to come pe 2 
“Ncourage the workers and engage then ist 
n different programmes. At the time © is 
of Mahtab, all the workers used to assem 
ere, 


The British Government dragged India 
into Second World War without consulting the 
Indians. As a result, Gandhi put forth a plan 
before the Congress Working Committee to 
launch Individual Civil Disobedience and the 
plan was approved. Acharya Vinoba was 
selected by Gandhi to launch the movement 
whereas at Orissa level the name of 
Harekrushna Mahtab was proposed by 
Pranakrushna Padhiary, the President of Utkal 
Pradesh Congress Committee, and it was 
approved by Gandhi. In order to join the 
movement, Mahtab set out for Balasore. At 
10 PM. in the previous night, when he was 
travelling by the bullock cart of Gofur Mian, 
he halted at the gate of Karma Mandir and had 
a words of inspiration with the organiser 
Padma Charan Das, “Let the work continue 
and Swaraj will definitely come. You all work 
with enthusiasm.” Before launching 
Satyagraha he was arrested at Balasore on 2nd 
December on the charge of delivering an anti- 
war speech at Remuna and was sentenced to a 
one year term in Berhampur jail. 


After the release of Mahtab from the jail, 
a public meeting was organised at Cuttack to 
welcome him. He was also warmly greeted in 
his native village. During the period of his 
imprisonment, he had spinned a huge amount 
of thread which he sold to the Agarpada branch 
of All India Spinners Association and 
distributed his hard earned money among the 
workers of Karma Mandir. It can well be 
imagined that how much he loved the workers. 
The grade of the thread was assessed according 
to its quality. Accordingly the thread made by 
Mahtab numbered 16 whereas Raniji’s number 
was 14. During the four days of his Stay at 
Agarpada he constituted a managin 
committee for Karma Mandir and prepared : 
scheme to be worked out by this institutio 
before leaving for Bardoli to attend os 
meeting of Congress Working Committee : 


WWW WG [CGFA REVIEW # AUGUST # 2001 


In 1935 the Golden Jubilee of the 
Congress was observed all over the country. 
In his own village, Mahtab also observed this 
ceremony. On that occasion an exhibition was 
arranged. The drama Swarajya Sadhana 
written by Mahtab during his jail life was 
performed in front of Karma Mandir. In this 
play, Baikuntha Nath Das, and Padma Charan 
Das took leading roles. Kanhu Charan Das, 
the younger brother of Mahtab, played the role 
of Collector. The drama was so powerful that 
the Government officials forcibly closed it in 
the middle. After the incident a mass feast 
(pamkti bhojan) was arranged in which both 
touchables and untouchables shared food on 
a common platform. 


The Second World War was in full in 
1942. An unprecedented cyclone devastated 
north Balasore. An acute scarcity of food, cloth 
and kerosene was felt. In this calamity many 
people maintained their livelihood by 
spinning. It was the year of Quit India 
Movement, the last phase of Freedom 
Struggle. On 9th August, eminent Congress 
leaders of India were arrested and imprisoned 
in Ahmednagar fort. Among them there was 


only one man from Orissa, Harekrushna 
Mahtab. 


While in jail Mahtab sent a postcard to- 


his younger brother, Gopinath Das at 


The first issue of The Re 


development, informati 
book briefings, 


OSDMA NEWSLETTER 


sponse, the quarterly newsletter of Orissa 
State Disaster Mitigation Authority, (OSDMA), has been brought 
out. Besides carrying Messages of 
Hon’ ble Revenue Minister, the Chief 
Director’s note, the newsletter contains 
account of NGO initiatives, succe 


on on cyclone shelters, OSDMA news and 


Agarpada. This news stimulated all the 
workers of Karma Mandir. During the Quit 
India Movement, the British Government kept 
a watch over Agarpada. Before the arrival of 
police in the village, preventive measures had 
been taken. All the belongings of Karma 
Mandir were shifted to the house of a 
neighbour, Paramananda Dash and the 
spinning work continued as usual. In order to 
prevent police from entering Karma Mandir, 
a signboard of Congress office had been hung 
in front of a house near Satideula. An ardent 
revolutionary, Nidhiram Behera started 
spinning in front of that house. The police 
thought it to be the Congress office, locked 
the house and arrested the man. Then Congress 
workers started breaking the key and courted 
arrest one by one. Iswarlal Byasa came and 
discouraged the workers not to go to jail ina 
large number. He advised them that the 
spinning work should continue. The work of 
Karma Mandir continued as before. After 
Independence, the programmes of Karma 
Mandir gradually decreased. In course of time, 
Karma Mandir was closed. 
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the Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
Secretary, and the Managing 
reconstruction update, a brief 
Ss stories from disaster to 
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Bagha Jatin and His Revolutionary 
Activities in Orissa 


terrorist 


Orissa was greatly influenced by the 
gal with 


eage which took place in Ben 

latin its principal seat of action. 

revolng ayed a significant role 

fe oe activities. His activities a” 

the — his associates created a sensation in 
Cality. 


Rec pues Nath Mukharjee, popularly 
Plac n as Bagha Jatin, occupies in important 
five, be India's freedom 
en ement. He worked briefly in the Bengal 
the Tetariat, As he was not on good terms with 
ie he resigned Government service 
Bie ned the revolutionary party 1 1913. He 
Pity the Terrorist Society 19 Bengal : 
Of th oa British Government. The outbre: 
Oth © First World War offered paneer 
1 er terrorists for getting foreign help 1" their 
Sht against British rule. Jatin believed that 
eae foreign aid and co-operation, India 
ie not achieve her independence: He 
Or €d to Germany, Britain's deadliest enemy; 
ny Sa assistance to revolutionaries in 


Bagha 
in the 
ties and 
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nising armed 
Icutta and its near 
king out his 
Jad village of 


Bagha Jatin, who was ore 


Y Places unsuitable for WoT 


1 iat for his terror 

while, information reache 

=, a German boat carrying arms oa 
Munitions from Peking W4® secretly 


0) 
M 
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Pradeep Kumar Gan 


coming to India, with a British flag hoisted at 
the top, possibly to avoid suspicion. After its 
arrival at Raimangal in the Sundarbans, the 
terrorists unloaded the arms and carried them 
away for their use. In order to facilitate the 
work, a firm under the name "Harry and Sons" 
was opened by Hari Kumar Chakravarty in 
Calcutta with a branch called "Universal 
Emporium" at Balasore. Saileswar Bose, the 
younger brother of Shyam Sundar Bose, was 
in charge of the Balasore branch. This shop 
served as a liason between Bagha Jatin and 
his associates in Calcutta during this critical 
period. The Balasore Emporium was suspected 
by the Criminal Investigation Department to 
have some connection with an armed robbery 
at Howrah station in 1915. 


; During those days Bagha Jatin with four 
of his associates, Manoranjan Sengupta 
Chitapriya, Jyotisha, and Nirendra Dasgupta 
came to Balasore town and from there they 
went straight to Kaptipada. The Universal 
Emporium was raided early in the morning of 
4th September, 1915 by a party consisting of 
Charles Target, the Police Commissioner of 
Calcutta; Bird, the Assistant of the 
Commissioner; N.Denham of Criminal 
Investigation Department; Kilby, the Distri 
Magistrate of Balasore; Khudabox - 
Superintendent of Police and Chakradh e 
Nanda, the Sub-Inspector of Police, Th ar 
could not find anything inside the “ € party 
a piece of paper on which "Kaptipad ie 


was 
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written. The official party then proceeded 
towards Kaptipada without delay and reached 
the Restshed there by 8 P.M. Bagha Jatin could 
know of their arrival at Kaptipada and 
immediately decided to leave the place with 
his associates. 


Thereafter, Bagha Jatin and his 
associates moved from place to place without 
food and rest. Travelling through the 
unfrequented jungle tracts of Nilgiri and 
Mitrapur, wading through the green paddy 
fields and often facing the pursuers, they at 
last reached the village Durpal, where they 
crossed river Budhabalanga. Having crossed 
the river with the help of a local man, they 
tried to reach the nearst railway station. As ill 
luck would have it, they missed the proper 
route. The local people suspected the strangers, 
some villagers teased them and even followed 
them on the road. They threatened the pursuers 
with their pistols, and at one time while so 
threatening to scare them away, an accidental 
shot was fired, as a result of which one elderly 
person, Raju Mohanty fell dead. The news 
spread to Balasore town. Consequently, the 
police patrol party came along the Trunk Road 
from Order Bazar to Fulari Ghat. 


Bagha Jatin and his party had been tired 
and exhausted. They hid behind a big ant hill 
on the bank of a tank. Jatin’s men possessed 3 
Mauser pistols and an automatic revolver. On 
the other hand, the police party was armed with 
rifles and long range weapons. It was an 
unequal fight, but Jatin was never afraid of 
superior weapons. 


There was an exchange of fire between 
the police and Jatin’s party. Ruthford, the 
officer-in-charge of fired a shot, which 
completely damaged the jaw bone of 
Chitapriya, who died at the spot. Jatin and 
Jyotish got seriously wounded. Manoranjan 
and Niren were captured. All the five terrorists 
were brought to Balasore. Jyotish was 


Sentenced to transportation for life and * 


Manoranjan and Niren were sentenced to death 
by hanging. Bagha Jatin died in Balasore 
Hospital on 10th September, 1915. Thus the 
lives of five young men, who fought for the 
noble cause of freedom, came to an end. 
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Harijan Welfare Movement in Orissa and 
Its Impact on indian Freedom Struggle 


ese Gandhi’s ‘fast unto death’ in protest 
fae. the ‘Communal Award of August 
< sag one of the most significant attempts 
ecw struggle for freedom. It aroused great 
the In the minds of millions in Orissa and 
Snee reathed a sigh of relief when his fast 
va The week following the end of the fast 
at observed throughout India as 
pee uty Abolution Week for ‘self- 

ot Sea on the cause of the Harijans. 
3h nite S crusade against untouchability was 

Mpt to remove a social evil. 


Seva” the mean time, All India Plarijan 
as ite pangha was instituted with G.D. Birla 
meet resident and A.V. Thakkar as Secretary. 
Gene a branch of Harijan Sevak Sangha 
' Organised at Cuttack under the 
eve anship of Balunkeswar Acharya. Rama 
en 1, Laxmi Narayan Misra and Satyanarayan 
Agrees were chosen as its Secretaries. 
iehn2? Harihar Das, HK. Mahtab, 
itrananda Das, Radhanath Rath and 
men anidhi Mohanty became its active 
°mbers. When the Civil Disobedience 
hat ‘ment began to fritter away, most of the 
Ala including Gopabandhu Choudhuri, 
enth 4 Devi and others devoted themselves 
A USiastically to the cause of the Harijan 
fare in Orissa. Mukunda Prasad Das and 

;, ~eaban Mohapatra guided the movement 
Nil alasore and Bhadrak respectively. Pandit 
ékanth Das and Lokanath Mishra led the 
“nijan Movement in Puri. Nrusingha Guru 


Janmejay Choudhury 


in charge of Harijan Sevak Sangh of 
Sambalpur was Jagannath Das, Fanindra Nath 
Samal and Narayan Chandra Ghose were 
members of Jajpur Harijan Sevak Sangh. The 
visit of A.V. Thakkar hastened the Harijan 
movement in Orissa. For the promotion of 
education among Harijans, Thakkar promised 
the special sanction for Utkal Harijan Sevak 
Sangh. The revolutionary literature which 
grew so abundantly during this period 
generated a new sense of unity and political | 
awareness among the people of Orissa. 

On behalf of the Utkal Harijan Sevak. 
Sangha, programmes such as allowing the 
untouchables free access to the temples, public 
tanks and wells, opening of schools and hostels 
for their children, and teaching them the simple 
rules of health and hygiene were undertaken 
with great zeal. The programme of 
Gopabandhu Choudhuri, Satyanarayan 
Senagupta, Radhanath Rath, Raj Krishna Bose 
and A.B. Acharya was to allow the 
untouchables to enter the temples of Cuttack, 
It was opposed by Parikshit Dash Sarma, the 
Secretary of Utkal Sanatan Dharma Rakshini 
Sabha. Sarma asserted that the removal of 
untouchability would destroy the Sanatan 
religion. The move of Pandit Nilakantha Das. 
Lokanath Mishra, Raghunath Mishra for 
opening the doors of the temple of Lord 
Jagannath at Puri for the people of all cast 
was opposed by the Raja of Puri, Mah es 
Emar Math, Hariram Goenka aes 

and other 


e 
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members of Sanatana Dharma Rakhini Sabha. 


But in different places of Orissa, gradually 
more and more temples were thrown open to 
the Harijans. Subsequently, the caste Hindus 
employed the Harijans, accepted food and 
water from them, wells and bathing ghats were 
opened for them and they were encouraged to 
Participate in public dinners. This process of 
Socialisation and interaction m 


ade a great 
impact on the society, 


A few steps were taken by Rama Devi 
and Haimavati Devi for the Promotion of 
education among Harijan children. On behalf 
of Anti-Untouchability Board, Rama Devi and 
her associates -- Mangala Sengupta, Godavari 
Das, Sobha Panda, Annapurna Choudhury, 

~ Tulasi Mohanty, Manik Devi and Sushila Devi 
-- worked with great enthusi 
social well-being of the Harij 
learning and social awak 
Harijans, innumerable scho 
over Orissa. However, the 
and social reformers had ma 
service in generating a “new awareness” 
among the Harijans before Gandhiji’s eventful 
Sth visit to Orissa on 5th May, 1934, Gandhiji 
addressed huge gatherings at Jharsuguda and 
Sambalpur, collected a good amount of money 
for Harijan fund and enroute to Puri, he 
addressed a mammoth meeting at Angul. Here 
he pointed out that untouchability has no place 
in the shastra and urged the people to dispel 
the idea of untouchability from their minds. 
A large crowd followed Gandhiji as he moved 
to different places in Orissa. At some Places 
he used to visit Harijan villages advising them 
to discard intoxicants and follow simple rules 
of health and hygiene. While addressing public 
Meetings, he urged the caste Hindus to treat 
the Harijans as their brothers and to give up 
the curse of untouchability. He warned that 
‘Hinduism will be effaced altogether’ if this 
evil is not resisted, He visited Gopabandhu 


asm to promote 
ans. To encourage 
ening among the 
ols were opened al] 
Congress workers 
dea commendable 


Sevasadan or Kadua Ashram, stayed in - 
Harijan-boarding and addressed the Scie 
of Birapurushottampur who were in favour 0 
the removal of untouchability. At 
Satyabhamapur, the Harijans were invited to 
dine with the team of padayatris of Gandhij!. 
At Balianta, Gandhi performed the eed 
of opening the Kunja Behari temple to on 
Hindus, including Harijans. Then in e 
Mammoth gathering on the river bed . 
Kathjodi, Gandhiji appealed to the people ‘ 
give up caste prejudices, intoxicants, io 
purdah, use home-spun khadi and cde 
temples, wells and schools open to anna 
Gandhi's second phase of padayatra oA 
from Byree. In this yatra he nr 
Champapur, Bheda, Lekhanpur, rend 
Patpur, Nischintakoili, Jajpur, nies a 
Bhandaripokhari, Todang and Care 
Gandhiji was impressed with the devotion vi 
enthusiasm of Rama Devi, Subhadra ae 
Sunamoni Devi, Radhamani Devi, omen 
Devi, Sobha Devi, Annapurna Ne 
Mangala Sengupta and Manika Dev! In 
Promoting khadi and Harijan eee 
Bhadrak Gandhiji engaged himself 
Harijan welfare, flood relief and spinning. 


oa 
The visit of Gandhi to Orissa for me 
Welfare had a tremendous impact on wen 
life. Despite the formidable resistance ura 
by the Sanatanists programmes Peel 
reconstruction, Harijan Welfare and anew 
Spread throughout Orissa and heralded eople 
°ra of social emancipation. Most of the om 
Who participated in the struggle for revo’ 
Now turned to be constructive and de 


f the 
themselves for Harijan Welfare. Some . 


centres like Karma Mandir of Agarpad 
Balasore guided by H.K. Mahtab, ae ami 
Ashram of Bhadrak managed by vg Bat 
Kalyanji, Iswarlal Vyas, Puru Bai an tack 
Ashram of Bari and the Ashram at a 

ed by Gopabandhu Choudhury Wi 


h the if 
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assistance of Rama Devi, Annapurna Devi, 
Surendra Nath Patnaik, Binod Kanungo and 
others emerged as centres for these 
Constructive programmes. 


In order to promote the cause of Harijans 
cause Gandhiji covered many areas in his all- 
India tour. So radical nationalists were not 
happy as Gandhi shifted his attention from the 
Main issue of anti imperialism to Harijan work. 
Orthodox Hindus within the Congress did not 
like Gandhi’s concern for the Harijans. Many 
Congressmen, of course, were critical of 
Gandhiji for his new emphasis on Harijan 
Welfare, but eventuall¥ his mission proved to 
be temarkably successful in creating a new 
identity of the Hari ijans as well as the National 

Ongress. Gandhiji’s programme of Harijan 


eS ie 


Hon’ ble Speal 
Kar offering floral t 
anniversary celebrated on the 


upliftment consolidated the socio-political” 
solidarity which created a vast base for popular 
response to the future nationalist cause. The 
nationalist struggle against the alien 
Government became more vigorous and 
purposeful hereafter. All over the country this 
movement gradually petered out, but in Orissa 
the sparks and flashes of the movement 
remained alive due to Gandhiji’s famous visit 
which helped mobilising the lowest and most 


* oppressed sections of the rural society for the 


cause of the freedom struggle. 


ee ee 
Janmejay Choudhury is Lecturer in History, Sri 
Jagannath College, Kaipadar, Khurda. 
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The Story of A Freedom Fighter 


August Revolution at Nimapara 


I was in Class-XI, when the Quit India 
Movement was getting momentum in different 
parts of Orissa. Nimapara in no 
way lagged behind. Late 
Mohan Das was the leader of 
our area. He was a source of 
inspiration for the people in 
general and the youth in 
particular. Others were 
influenced by him. Upendra 
Mohanty of Biratunga, and 
Lokanath Mohanty of 
Villigram, who were studying 
in Ravenshaw College, left 
college and took active part in 
the Quit India Movement. 
Loknath Senapati had seen Gandhiji at the 
Delang meeting earlier and was greatly 
influenced for the cause of freedom 
movement. The other stalwarts in our area 
include Padma Charan Samantasinghar 
(Manijang), Jadumani Parida (Manijanga), 
Laxman Barik, Maheswar Mohanty 
(Chanarpada), Krushna Behera (Diha bali) 
Prahallad Sahu, Banchhanidhi Sith 
(Hanspada), Chakradhar Patra (Andhia), 


Presented by Sarat Mohapatra 


Alekh Patra (Bisulipada), Dinabandhu Bhuti, 
Jadav Biswal (Manijanga), Jadumani Mishra 
(Bhatbandha), Fakir Ch. Swain 
(Adabasta), Bhawani Behera 
(Ratila) Purna Ch. Sahoo 
(Alipingala),° who also 
Participated in the police station 
gherao at Nimapara . 
September 16,1942. Lokanat 
Senapati was jailed for about 
years and 9 months. 


The August Revolution _ 
Nimapara was not entirely t 
result of the call of Gandhiji; s 
issues and problems als 
contributed much to the uprisins- 
The zamindars like Radha Prasad Bhagat (whe 
managed the affairs of his estate from 
Cuttack), MLR, Math and other maths of _ 
had sent Messages to people. They Lae 
harassing People and imposing taxes at oa 
own sweet will. They had acquired 
zamindaris at the time of sun-et-law. et 
Supported British tule, and people on the snee 
hand, showed their resentment and becam™ 
them. Veteran leaders lik® 
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Surcha z 
Me tged with patriotic fervour. 


Nab 
i eo Choudhuri, Bhagabati Panigrahi 
aspiration — our area to give vent to the 
Was 1 aie e common people. Resentment 
People in ay Mohan Das, the chief of the 
Slowly be area, took the upper hand. 
and ea ee of the masses grew 
of > alee fervour seized them. The winds 
country, p Ism blew and swept the entire 
Wetthcomee of Nimapara wanted to win 
in the Quit va by their active participation 
teachers of ee Movement. By the time the 
Panda, Bauri imapara High School-Keshav 
Orendrs ee Panigrahi, Binayak Das, 
Students to ath Swain--were motivating 
enapati, M jets the movement. Loknath 
Mass ‘ice onan Das, Alekh Patra carried on 
about cn, our area to educate people 
iji’s call. The atmosphere was 


Sana Nayak of Govindapur 
. He was also a sympathiser 
“son On hearing 
7 Tee to the scene. Alongwi 

paid no heed to them. They 


village near 
of the volun 
the fatal death of his 


a Vivi 
‘vid account of the event : 
ineteen woun 


f Mes, < E 
ae with students in front of th A 
able, came to me and asked for. arranging 
Surreptitiously 


beating people. The wounde 

marched ahead without a Rapa tle 
Police started blank firing. Uchhab Oe 
who had been to the hat, was sitting on Sar 
mile-stone by the side of the road. He fell t ; 
bullet and became a martyr. Nineteen ae Ec 
were severely wounded. However, I ere 


unhurt. 
The Union Presidents of o 

the chowkidars were present eb ter sot 
station to identify the volunteers. None A: fem 
was hurt in the commotion. I was reestsd oa 
20th September 1942 from my village aflsta. 
at a distance of about a furlong from Nima ~ 
town. I was sent Puri jail and cece ty 
transferred to Cuttack Inside the jail, I 
Bhagwan Pratihari, Loknath Mishra Panka 
babu, Jaikrishna Mohanty, Banamali nas 


Balakati was a teacher at Nimapara L.P. 
teers taking part in Semen nee 
father, Ucchab Mallik’s — 
unded people he was also arrested — 
iven food to eat. I was staying in 
11 O clock at night, Bijay Ram . 


Sleenine inc: 
Ping inside the police station. 
ause those days 


a 

! Rate suspected, bec 

Adem nspector, Satish Chandra Mukherje® But the Su r 

fe On in the true sense 9 hand man of the zamin nnd anor 
eman during the British Raj, ypical 


Pol 


Surajmal Saha, Nabakrushna Choudhuri 
seeing these veterans I felt elated T os 
sentenced to aterm of 3 years and six i 
for taking part in attacking the police Hatha 
n. 


The final showdown came on 16 


Se 

Pt 

Bee 1942. Before this 
& was convened at Hansp@ 


Cadershi 
M ane of Padma Charan Samantasingh* kin 
‘0 tak as was present. A decision was !@ en The incident ee 
! i e : 
Sen. Over the Nimapara Police Station. 16th Soon after my ante aie eof my i 
two days to return to Nimapara to jail, I wanted 
ue the 


Pt ees 
mber was the day ‘Sathi Puj@ > re' 
day of weekly unfinished work . 


after ‘ 
hat ap Chaturthi,’ the 4 fo) : 
thoy Nimapara. People assembled 1 
Pp Sands, Spontaneous was the uprising. ———- ah fie ee 
police station. Sarat Mohapatra 1s Additional CTO, Cutt: 
Jobra, Cuttack. » Cuttack East Circle, 


Co, 
Pp Ple marched towards the 


) 
They starte 


Ice’ 
€ also took the challenge- 


\X > 


SR... SEL ESIGLET BBN 


A Revolutionary’s Restlessness 
(A letter from Nabakrushna Choudhuri to Jawaharlal Nehru) 


After the Non-Cooperation Movement of 1930-32, G 
and started constructive programmes. Youngmen like 
This letter reveals the mind of a young man during t 


andhiji withdrew the mass movement 
Nabakrushna Choudhuri felt restless. 
his period. 


Esteemed Comrade, Gandhism as we understood it is a highly 


Let me introduce myself as Congress worker __ ational doctrine. There was nothing baie 
who joined the NCC movement in 1921 and Or esoteric about it. But since his release during 
has been since then an out and out follower of _ his second fast, Gandhiji has bewildered a 
Gandhiji. Before entering into a criticism of | by basing and explaining his actions — 
our great leader’s present actions I must programme of work more on a 
reiterate my faith in Gandhism as a living,and —_-SP!ritual experiences than on ordinary hum of 
growing force. In my humble opinion it has reason and common sense. The condition : 
now outgrown the personal moral ideas, the movement has naturally ie 
prejudices and Sanskaras of Gandhiji himself. precarious, depending as it does and base 
Gandhism as a revolutionary method is quite 1t18 now solely on the rare spiritual ae 
distinct from Gandhism as a spiritual force for Of an individual. The continuity ai bd 
the moral upliftment of the human Personality, MOvement is bound to be broken with t 

So far as our immediate political objective of Passing away of that individual. 
independence is concerned we have very little The decision of the Congress President, 
to do with the latter brand of Gandhism. We in close accordance with Gandhiji’s advice, 
are directly and vitally concerned with the to eschew secrecy totally and to disband the 
Gandhism that has lifted the country from the wartime secret Organisations, imperfect as they 
Morass of supine moderatism and that at the were, has virtually meant a refusal on the patt 
same time showed a way out of the blind alley of Gandhiji and the other Congress leaders t0 
of desperation and unorganised violence, take the responsibility of leading the 
Political assassination and the like. This form Movement at this critical hour. We ca” 
appreciate Gandhiji’s feelings on the eae 
of secrecy. Normally secrecy is without doub 
repugnant to Satyagraha and Satyagrant 
Violence is thousand times more so but stil 
in abnormal situations violence and eve? 
killing and persuading others to kill, have bee? 
found computable with Satyagraha or rathet 
necessary in the interests of Satyagraha, and 


the only, original 
has made to a world 
of suicidal and 


eerie caeiltiawe MSG. DID WF 


have been countenanced, advocated and 


' justified by Gandhi himself. I refer to 


Gandhiji’s recruitment campaign during the 
Boer War and the Great War, his killing of the 
Ashram calf, his clear writings justifying the 
Use of violence on moneys destroying crops 
and gardens, etc. I realise that secrecy as it 
Was practised sometimes has been the cause 
of memoralisation. It is my considered belief 
that this was so only because secrecy had been 
always ruled out of court in theory, though 
Circumstances had forced secrecy in practice. 
This had resulted in hypocrisy and consequent 
demoralisation. Moreover for very reason that 
Secrecy was not accepted in theory, it was 
Never thought necessary to systematise it and 
define its limits. Consequently sometimes its 
absurd and ludicrous forms had demoralised 
our workers. But there have been so many 
other causes of demoralisation always. Ina 
Mass movement if not in all movements, the 
leaders have to be always alert and vigilant to 
Counteract all demoralising influences and 
actors. That is the tremendous responsibility 
of leadership. In my humble opinion, instead 
a refusing to take the responsibility of 
Cadership of the great movement, Gandhiji 
Ought to have tried his best to place the 
"evolutionary, organisation of the sonnets 
4 Stable basis. It might not have been poss! i 
or him or desirable in the interests of the 
Movement, to keep himself outside the pr ees 
ut he could have and should have agi 
€W of his trusted colleagues and follaye 
oulatramji, Kriplani, Syed Moharmiis 
Balubhai Desi Profulla Ghose, Tandonfee, to 
orm Central Committee. This Sr eats 
after making a thorough and searching stv ms 
Of the situation in the different provinces * 


i f 

the cou int to have first © 
ntr ole ou : 

try as a wh organisation of all 


all thorou d the 

ghly cleanse na 
Wayfarers and backsliders and cueh ee 
UP a programme of wor tor ine oa the 
Organisations. Instead of disbanding ae 
Secret organisations, which opens 


spontaneously and functioned perhaps outside 
the Congress Constitution, Gandhiji ought to 
have advised the Congress leaders to give a 
constitutional footing to these organisations, 
and create a .network of sound secret bodies 
throughout the country, controlled and guided 
by a secret Central Committee. This or a 
similar step was absolutely demanded by the 
situation. 


Now that Gandhiji has taken. a quite 
different course, we look up to you as the only 
other man who can bring some order into the 
present disorganised ranks of the Congress. 
There are always ebbs and flows in a 
revolution. It is clear to everybody that we have 
entered a:period of ebb. The masses have lost 
all interest in our movement which has 
degenerated into a mere formal Iawbreaking 
in order to enter fails. This has nothing to 
inspire the masses. Our movement interested 
them only because they had a vague feeling 
that their economic condition would change 
for the better with Swaraj. This was the only 
basis of the so called implicit faith of the 
masses in the Congress. This faith 
unfortunately has been undermined for several 
reasons. First of all, the failure of the Congress 
to achieve anything in 1932-33; another deeper 
reason is that the fall in agricultural prices has 
been widely attributed by people to our 
movement, this has alienated the peasant 
class. Congress has one very little to dispel 
these suspicions and doubts of the people. 
Things might be different in provinces or 
districts where there existed independent 
Kisan Movements under the patronage of the 
congress, but generally speaking our work of 
late has consisted solely in breaking laws 
formally and courting imprisonment for its 
own sake; no organised attempt has been made 
to organise the masses or get their backing, 


Congress has not freed itself complete] 
from Bourgeoise influence. It was at 0 : 


: ne ti 
very much afraid of wounding the fee son 


lings of 


Zamindars and moneyed men. It was all right 
at arudimentary stage of our movement, when 
a mere awakening of the national 
consciousness was necessary but when things 
have moved so far in the country that it is now 
a question of facing the might of the alien 
government, Congress must seriously marshal 
and organise all its fighting forces. The upper 
and middle classes-the propertied classes-are 
unwilling to go further than what they did in 
1930, for fear of losing their properties. And 
it is a patent fact that in a nonviolent struggle 
they alone cannot wrest power from the foreign 
power: the active cooperation and participation 
of the masses is necessary. As for the masses 
though they are in desperate condition, it is 
impossible to stir them to action for purely 
political ends. The tyranny of the social and 
economic order of things is more intensely and 
directly felt by them than the humiliation of 
political subjection. If they would rise against 
British rule they would do so only on the 
understanding that they must Sweep with it the 
tule of the indigenous Zamindars and 
Capitalists. That is to Say, to rouse them to 
action, Congress must have a comprehensive 
socio-economic programme a programme of 
direct action organised against the foreign 
political rule and at the same time the 
iniquitous economic and social order of things. 
This will certainly mean that the upper and 
middle classes will openly array themselves 
against the Congress. When it is impossible 
to win the battle with their sympathy lat to 
mare lip sympathy only and that to mere lip 
Sympathy, and when on the other hand the 
participation the masses is indispensable, we 
must be ready to pay the price for the latter, 
that is, we must be ready to alienate the upper 
classes in order to enlist the cooperation of 
the masses in our struggle. 


Congress realised the necessity of 
revolutionary changes in the socio economic 
order of things, even before the Karachi 
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Congress, so far back as in 1929 (vide res. of 
the A.LC.C. May 24 and 25, 1929 Mahatma 
Gandhi himself made the position of the 
Congress perfectly clear in this matter at the 
Second Round Table Gonference. He even 
talked: of expropriation of the haves for the 
benefit of the have-nots. But unfortunately 
Congres and has not mustered courage to draw 
up a serious programme of action for bringing 
about that change. It may be said that Gandhiji 
personally is working in his own way for social 
equality, but for various reasons that anti- 
untouchability movement instead of being a 
first class revolutionary movement has 
degenerated into a purely reformist one. 


Last of all I would earnestly request you 
to organise nuclei of Congress workers in all 
the provinces who are ready for a sustained 
and prolonged fight. This will stop the process 
of disintegration that is fast going on. The days 
of spectacular demonstrations and cheap glory 
are gone. There might have been need for them 
at one time, but there is none now-nay, they 


are likely to prove demoralising on our path 
at present. 


It is a happy sign that many erstwhile 
terrorists are realising the futility of political 
murders and the necessity of working for a 
social revolution. in the true sense side by side 
of the political revolution. The present 
programme of Gandhiji unless supplemented 
by a serious Programme of organisation and 
Preparation for an intense fight on all fronts, 
1S Sure to fall flat on all serious minded persons 
of the country, who are pining for 
independence, 


Yours sincerely, 


Naba Choudhuri, Cuttack 


Source : Orissa Review, August 1998, pp.26-28. 


Courtesy. Paden Qo : 
Courtesy: Padma Charan Nayak, 8 Shanti Vihar, 
Baramunda Housing Board, Bhubaneswar-751003. 
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Dibakar Patnaik : His Life and Times 


The following is a brief account of some of 
the chief events in the life of Dibakar Patnaik, 
a multi-faceted personality, who in various 
Ways served his motherland and worked for 
the well-being of his fellowmen. 


6th October 1899: born toa middle class 
family at Jayantipur in Chikiti gada on 
6.10.1899. He was the eldest son of Late 
Madan Mohan Diwan Bakshi Patnaik, 
Popularly known as Harshad Patnaik. His 
father was a rich and influential man as he was 
Working as the treasurer of Sri Radhamohan 
Rajendra Dev, the Raja of Chikiti. In 1899 
Kishore Chandra Dev, an eminent poet, was 
the Raja of Chikiti. 


Dibakar received his primary education 
at Chikiti, He studied upto sixth class in the 
ME. School at Chikiti. He joined Surangi 
High School under Itchapur Division where 
he studied upto 10th Class. He continued his 
Studies in Victoria High School (presently 
Called as Bhakta Madhusudan Vidyapitha), 
Cuttack. But he did not pass matriculation 
there. After some days, he went to 
Murshidabad district and joined in the Iswar 
Chandra Institute of Berhampore in Bengal 
and passed matriculation in the year 1920. 


1920: Inspired by Gandhi, Deshabandhu 
Chittaranjan Das and Bipin Behari Pal gave a 
Call to the students to boycott schools and 
Colleges in Bengal: At the invitation of Dibakar 
Patnaik and others, Bipin Behari Pal visited 


R.C. Misro 
B. Devaraj 


Berhampore in Bengal and delivered a fiery 
speech asking the Indians to boycott schools, 
colleges, courts and foreign goods. Dibakar 
Patnaik was very much inspired by this speech 
and decided to join the Congress movement 
with the consent of his father Sri Madan 
Mohan Patnaik. He returned to Chikiti and 
participated in all Congress activities. 


In 1920, Dibakar Patnaik joined the 
Swarajya Ashram which was established at 
Berhampur in Ganjam in 1920 by Niranjan 
Patnaik. All the Congress workers of the 
district made this Ashram as the centre of their 
activities. The District Congress Committee 
med for Ganjam of which Sribatchha 


was for 
President and Niranjan 


Panda became the 
Patnaik, the Secretary. 

1921: Dibakar Patnaik and his associate, 
Bharat Behera started Khadi movement in 
1921 in Ganjam district, particularly at Kodala 
and other neighbouring areas. 


1922: Picketing the Tehsil Office at 
Itchapur by Dibakar Patnaik, Radhakanta 
Padhy, Bharat Behera, Arjun Das alongwith 
the local people such as Sitaramayya, Shyam 
Sundar Rao and Brundaban Panda, etc. took 
place in 1922, opposing the excise tender call 
given by the Government. In the first batch 
Dibakar Patnaik and a few others were arrest d 
on 22nd February and sentenced to six m : 
rigorous imprisonment. se 
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In the second batch, the most important 
person was V.V. Giri, who was arrested at 
Srikakulam. 


However, these arrested people were 
sent to Berhampur jail. After three months they 
were sent to Cadalore jail near Pondichery. 
Dibakar Patnaik was imprisoned in this jail 
alongwith Banchhanidhi Patnaik. When 
Bhikari Charan Hota suffered from pneumonia 
in this jail, it was Dibakar Patnaik who served 
him his best. However, after 4 months and 7 


days, on 14th September 1922, they were’ 


released from jail. After his release Patnaik 
became President of Chikiti Panchayat for two 
years. 


1924: In 1924 alongwith others 
proceeded to Nagpur to Participate in the flag 
Satyagraha. But on the way in the train itself 
they were prohibited to proceed further. Hence 
all of them returned back to Orissa. 


In this year under the Presidentship of 
Pandit Gopabandhu Dash a meeting of 
political leaders of Ganjam district was held 
at Patrapur. Dibakar Patnaik was actively 
involved in this meeting 


1925: As Dibakar Patnaik did not 
Possess sufficient money, he joined as 
in the office of the Tea District 
Association at Kgraput. The principal 
this office was to send labourers to 


tea gardens of Assam. He worked the 
1925 to 1930, 


aclerk 
Labour 
duty of 
various 
re from 


1930: In 1930 when Gandhiji starteq 
Salt Satyagraha, Dibakar Patnaik resigned the 
clerical service and joined this Salt Satyagraha, 
Sked to take the 
h of Satyagrahis of 


Dibakar Patnaik was a 
leadership of the first bate 
Ganjam district, 


was arrested at Koraput and was sent to 
Visakhapatnam Central Jail, where 
Mohammed Ali and Saukat Ali also lived. 
After a few months he was sent to 
Rajahmundry Central Jail. 


In the meantime, Patnaik was selected 
to attend the Gauhati session of the Congress. 
But as he was not freed from the jail, he failed 
to go to Gauhati. However, after one month 


he was freed from the jail alongwith two 
others, 


1932: In1932 Patnaik became the 
General Secretary of the Ganjam District 
Congress Committee. 


In this year, like many others, Dibakar 
Patnaik started individual Satyagraha. One 
night he was aarrested and was taken to 
Russellkonda (i.e. Bhanjanagar) where he was 
kept under police custody. The next day he 
Was sent to the S.D.0’s court for trial. He was 
found guilty and sentenced for 6 months 
rigorous imprisonment, Patnaik was sent t 
Berhampur Jail and after 3 months he was 
shifted to Bellary Central Jail where out of 
1400 political prisoners 50 were Oriyas om 
Ganjam. When they started hunger ane 
inside the jail against the oppression of the J! 
authorities, they were shifted to other jails: 
Accordingly, Dibakar Patnaik and Narasimha 


Rao were sent to Nellore Sub-Jail. Later they 
were released, 


1933: In 1933, Patnaik suffered from 
Tuber-Culosis (TB) at Nowrangpur in Korape! 
district. He was admitted to the King Geors® 
Hospital at Visakhapatnam for treatmen! 
where he recovered fully. 


1935: In 1935, Patnaik returned ' 
M district and became the President © 
ct Congress Committee . 


5 
After some days, he and ae 
Succeeded to organise a Royts’ meeting * 


Ganja 
Distri 
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Kodala which was presided by Dr. V.V. Giri 
inspite of the strong opposition of the 
Khallikote Raja Saheb. Around 7,000 royis 
Participated in this meeting . 


1936: The separate Orissa province was 
formed. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru became the 
President of the Indian National Congress. 
Pandit Nilakantha Dash and Dibakar Patnaik 
invited Jawaharlal Nehru to visit Orissa in 
November 1936 to address election meetings 
or the Congress. Nehru visited Orissa for two 
days-one day for Cuttack and Purl districts and 
the other day for Ganjam district, and 
addressed meetings at Cuttack, Puri, 
Bethampur and Chhatrapur. Congress gained 
Majority in Ganjam. 

In December, elections to the District 
Boards took place. With the help of Dibakar 
Patnaik, Maharaja K.C. Gajapathi Narayan 
Dev of Paralakhemundi became the President 
of the District Board unanimously. Uma 
Charan Patnaik became the Vice-president. 


February 1937: Elections to the Orissa 
f 60 seats, 


Assembly took place. Out ° 
Congress contested 59. AS @ mark of respect 
‘0 Parala Maharaja K.C. Gajapathi Narayan 
v, Congress left the seat of Paralakhemundi 
0 him and did not contest there. Pandit 
Nilakantha Dash and Dibakar Patnaik worked 
ard to get an absolute majority for the 
Congress. Congress won 36 seats. 


G In April 1937, Parala ane 
japathi Dev became 
Yapathi K.C, Narayan s raonise Uma 


time Minister of Orissa for : 
aran Patnaik became the president fo) 
a District Board. Butt 
acti strict Board became diss@ 
Clivities. He was removed 
atnaik was made the President. 
he President for two years: 


In July 1937, in sever province 
© Congress formed the ministry: 


an ; 
He remained 


Dibakar Patnaik proposed the name of 
Biswanath Dash, who became the Prime 
Minister of Orissa. This ministry was in office 
for about 22 years. 

In November 1937, a meeting of the 
Ganjam District Board was held in the Town 
Hall at Paralakhemundi. Dibakar Patnaik was 
given a warm reception. ; 


January 1938: An office of the Sub- 
Registrar was established at Patrapur by the 
efforts of Dibakar Patnaik which helped the 
people of Chikiti, Jarada, Surangi and other 
neighbouring areas to register their documents 
at Patrapur instead of going to Berhampur. 


1939: Subhash Chandra Bose became 
the President of the Indian National Congress. 
But Gandhiji did not support him. Attempts 
were made to oust Subhash from the post. 
Subhash resigned and formed a new party 
called ‘Forward Block’ . 


In August 1939, when Subhash Chandra 
Bose visited Orissa, Pandit Nilakantha Dash. 
welcomed him. Meetings were organised at 
Cuttack and Puri where Subhash explained the 
importance of the Forward Block. 


Dibakar Patnaik became a follower of 
Subhash Bose. In Orissa, under the leadership 
of Dibakar Patnaik, Forward Block was 
formed. He invited Subhash to Berhampur 
where a large meeting was organised. 


Pandit Nilakantha Dash, Godabarish 
Mishra, Dibakar Patnaik and Iadumant 
Mangaraj resigned from the Congress before 
they were expelled from it. The Ganjam 
District Board of which Dibakar Patnaik w; 
the President was dissolved in August 193 ™ 


In October 1939, the Congress Ministry, 
: ; i S 
in Orissa resigned as tndie joined oy 
World War. econd 
January 1940: Subhash Bose inyj 
Pandit Nilakantha Dash, Go ea wea 
ishra 


CTW 


and Jadumani Mangaraj to Calcutta to discuss 
the formation of coalition ministry in Orissa. 
Here they informed Subhash Bose that without 
the help of Dibakar Patnaik, the formation of 
coalition ministry was impossible. Invitations 
were sent from Calcutta to Dibakar Patnaik to 
join this meeting. Dibakar Patnaik proceeded 
to Calcutta. Patnaik who had earlier joined the 
Forward Block assured Bose to extend his help 
for the formation of a coalition ministry in 
Orissa. It was decided to make Parala 
Maharaja, Krushna Chandra Gajapathi 
Narayan Dev the Prime Minister in this 
coalition ministry. The ministry under Parala 
- Maharaja was formed. . 


In May 1940, again elections took place 
for the District Board. Dibakar Patnaik and 
his party won the elections. Dibakar Patnaik 
was not in the Congress at that time. In 1940, 
he became the President of the Ganjam District 
Board for the second time and remained in 
office for 5 years from 1940 to December 
1945. During these five years, he was 
responsible for establishing several Primary 
Schools, M.E. Schools and High Schools. For 
these developmental works he received the 
support of the coalition ministry . 


Dibakar Patnaik was a revolutionary 
throughout his life. He was a good friend and 
an associate of Subhash Bose. During the 
Second World War, he planned for the landing 
of INA on the shore at Huma in Ganjam 
district. But unfortunately, the two military 
experts, who came with the help of a 
submarine to assess the Situation, were 
immediately caught by the police when they 


landed at Huma. However, Patnaik cleverly 
escaped, 


30th June 1944: The coalit 


ae. ion ministry 
in Orissa fell. 


1945: Second World War came to an 
end. In December, elections to District Boards 
took place. Dibakar Patnaik and his partyrnen 
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faced tough challenge from the Congress party. 
Dibakar Patnaik was defeated. 


December 1951: Elections took place for 
the Orissa State Assembly. A tough contest 
took place between Dibakar Patnaik and the 
Speaker Lal Mohan Patnaik, from Patrapur 
constituency. Dibakar Patnaik won the 
election. From 1951 to 1956 he sat in the 
Opposition. 


May 1955: The All India Congress 
Committee met at Berhampur. Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru and other veteran leaders 
came to attend this meeting, which continued 
for 5 days. Dibakar Patnaik met Nehru, who 
asked Patnaik to rejoin the Congress which 
he refused. For 9 more years Patnaik remained 
outside the Congress. 


1957: In Allahabad, the Forward Block 
of Subhash Bose, Praja Party of Acharya 
Krupalini and Socialist Party of Jaya Prakash 
merged into one party under a new name i.e., 
Praja Socialist Party (PSP). In 1957, Dibakar 
Patnaik joined the Praja Socialist Party. 
However, from 1957 to 1958 Patnaik had 
virtually no political activity. 


April 1958: Elections to Rajya Sabha 
took place. Dibakar Patnaik became 4 
Candidate from the Praja Socialist Party. 
Though PSP had less members in the 
Assembly, yet Patnaik managed to get the 
support of many and became the member of 
Rajya Sabha for 6 years from 1958 to April 
1964. He sat in the Opposition. 


April 1964: The membership of Raiy2 
Sabha ceased after the completion of 6 years: 
Dibakar Patnaik joined the Congress after # 
Period of 24 years. He was made the Ganja 
District Congress President. 


esident of Berhampur Co-operative Lan 
Development Bank on 8th August 1965. When 
on 25.09.1968 the next election to this bank 
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took place, Dibakar Patnaik was unanimously 
elected as its President. 


a Patnaik was also the President of 
erhampur Transport Employees Union, a 
Post he held till his death. 


: February 1967: Elections took place to 
Orissa Legislative Assembly. Dibakar Patnaik 
eo from the Patrapur constituency as a 

‘Ongress candidate and won But the Congress 
did not get a majority in the Assembly 
elections. In March 1967, Swatantra-Jana 
Congress formed a co-alition ministry. 


February 1971: Coalition ministry fell. 


In 1971, Dibakar Patnaik joined Utkal 
Congress, anew regional party established by 
Biju Patnaik. 

: In March 1971, elections took place 

Simultaneously to Orissa Legislative Assembly 
and to the Parliament. Dibakar Patnaik 
contested the Raja Saheb of Chikiti from 
Chikiti constituency and was defeated. The 
Raja Saheb, who contested on a Congress 
Ucket, won the election. 

1972: Dibakar Patnaik received pension 
aa freedom fighter. 


24th November 1975: Dibakar Patnaik 
released a portrait of Gaura Chandra Deo in 
the main Darbar Hall of the Chikiti Palace. 


lst March 1976: In the morning, 
Dibakar Patnaik boarded an O.R.T. passenger 
bus at Chikiti in order to attend a meeting of 
Berhampur Co-operative Land Development 
Bank at Berhampur. The bus after running 9 
kilometers, fell 70 feet down the Tamana ghat. 
Patnaik died in the accident. His body was 
cremated the next day on the bank of Bahuda 
river at Chikiti. 

Thus, Dibakar Patnaik, a life-long 
bachelor, an active politician and a reputed 
social worker social worker who was 
associated with the Kishan Movements, a 
pioneer of Co-operative Movement in south 
Orissa, a dedicated patriot who was 
imprisoned several times for participating in 
the freedom struggle, passed away. ; 


ol eae 


ader, P.G. Department of History, 


R. C. Misro is Re 
rhampur - 760007. 


Berhampur University, Be 
B. Devaraj is Lecturer in History, Chikiti 
Mahavidyalaya, Chikiti, Ganjam. 
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Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik receiving a cheque for Rs.10,000/- from the 
members of ‘Srusti’, a ladies club in Unit-VI, Bhubaneswar on July 27, 2001 
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My Visit to Kargil 


I was selected by the NCC Directorate, 
Bhubaneswar to take part in a camp in Kargil. 
Ileft Bhubaneswar by Purusottam Express on 
May 19, 2000 and reached Chandigarh on 


May 21. My escort was GCI Madhumita 
Mohapatra. 


During our 3 day stay in Chandigarh we 
came in contact with 32 cadets from various 
Directorates nominated for the Kargil camp. 
After a medical test at Chandigarh, on 24th 
May, we proceeded to Leh along with 4.N.C.C. 
officers by Service Aircraf A.N.32. It was one 
hour by flight. The climate in Leh was 
excessively cold. We stayed there for 3 days 
primarily to get ourselves accustomed to the 
cold climate. Adequate arrangements were 
made for our stay in the army area. We were 
provided with sleeping bags, coats, monkey 
caps, hot water and plenty of tea. A cultural 


programme depicting the culture of Jammu . 


and Kashmir, particularly that of Ladakhis 
were shown to us by the local NCC cadets. 
The Education Minister of the State 
inaugurated the programme. In Leh we got the 
golden opportunity to visit Hall of Fame, 
Hemes Gompa, Thak Thok Gompa, Thisok 
Gompa and Shanti Stupa, etc. After 3 days of 
at Leh, on 27th May, we started for Kargil by 
bus. After coming across Magnetic Hill and 
Indus river we reached Batalic, which was at 


a distance of 7 km from Kargil. Lt. Col. Yadav 
received us there. 


Deepanjali Mohapatra 


On 28th morning, we started for Kargil, 
a valley sorrounded by mountains, its height 
ranging from 1400 to 1600 ft. At first we had 
been to post no 13620 which is called enemy 
top. Lt. Col. S.K. Padhi is the Commanding 
Officer of that place. There India has 43 posts 
whereas Pakistani has 44. A Pakistan village 
called Gondarman is near that place. The line 
of control passes through Gondarman. Then 


At post No. 13620 in Kargil 


we went to 22 Grenediers 286 RCC. where 
we got a chance to interact with the soldiers 
and realised the hardship they had to underg0 
for.our country. We also got to know about 
their life-style in border area and their 
sacrifices for the country. The posts are a 
different heights on the hill for which there is 
scarcity of oxygen. Still our soldiers without 
bothering much about themselves guard the 
border area to protect our country from the 
enemies. With a low degree of temperature an 
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less quantity of oxygen they manage to stay in 
the bunkers for 7 to 8 months a year. For the 
first time I felt the reality of the terrible 
Condition through which our soldiers pass for 
the sake of the country. Then we went to see 
Signal communication centre at Hema tungla 
Zero point. 


4 During our stay in Kargil, we witnessed 
an incident which I cannot forget in my life. 


ut 


teow es 5 
At 22 Grenediers 286 RCC with Col. Vimal Kumar 
and Col. Dhillon on 28.5.2000. 


On 29th morning we visited 38 Permanent 
Department, COY 60 Enginering a Punjab 
€giment. From this post we saw the Pakistani 
Post. There we came to know that Pakistani 
Post kept on firing at our post all the time. In 
tween the two posts there is an Indian village 
Named Kaksar. With a great risk, equipped 
With rifle and bunker arrangements we reached 
at village. We narrowly escaped the Pakistani 
Soldiers. We returned from Kaksar with a sense 
of fear and anxiety. I shall always treasure this 
“Unforgettable experience in my memory. From 
sar we came to Drass, which is one of the 
Coldest places of Asia. In Drass we have seen 
iger hill, Mata post, Durga post, 3 Pimples. 

© took lunch there. During our lunch snow 
ailing started. Temperature came down to -4° 
lcius, The next day we travelled to Srinagar. 
ae ally road from Drass to Srinagar remains 
“losed for 9 months. The road opened only 


Jig months, from April to June. 


Next day, we visited the Weapon 
Museum, Sankaracharya Temple and Dal Lake 
in Srinagar. We came back to Chandigarh on 
1st June and returned to Delhi on the same 
day. In Delhi, a special programme was 
organised by the NCC Directorate. Where the 
Chief of Army, General V.P. Mallick 
distributed certificates and momentoes to all 
the cadets. Thereafter, we returned to 
Bhubaneswar. 

I have not only derived immense 
pleasure from my visit to Kargil but also 
derived inspiration from our soldiers to be 
brave and bold enough to defend our country 
at the time of need. More such camps should 
be organised to instil a sense of confidence 
and courage in the youth. 

I am very grateful to my Commanding 
Officer and Administrative Officer for my visit 


At 22 Grenediers 286 RCC on 28.5.2000. 


to Kargil, visit which has added to my courage 
and will power. 


Deepanjali Mohapatra, JUO, a student of +3 III year 
Arts in R.D. Women’s College, lives at N-3/1, LR.C 
Village, Bhubaneswar-751015. a 
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GRAMSAT Training Programme 
for the Department of Energy 


The ambitious GRAMSAT Pilot Project was 
inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister of 
India on 24th May 2000. It was intended to 
provide direct communication access to vill 
level beneficiaries and field functionaries by 
connecting them with experts and resource 
persons. This would enable them to get the 
information required to fulfil their practical 
needs. In brief, the aim was to ‘Connect people 
with the administration.’ The success of this 
project could be judged from the fact that in 
the span of a little more than one year, different 
departments of the State Government have 
already undertaken more than 50 Interactive 
Training Programmes (ITP). 


What is GRAMSAT Pilot Project ? 


GRAMSAT Pilot Project aims at linking 
all the Gram Panchayats of the State to an 
Earth-Station at the State Capital through a 
Satellite called GRAMSAT. At present, INSAT 
3-B is used for this project. The Earth Station 
at the state capital would facilitate State-wide, 
nation-wide, even global video conferencing, 
Storage and transmission of information. 

Indian § 
(ISRO), 
Education 
Space Ap 
of Science and Technolo 
of Panchayati Raj have been working in 


ith a view to setting-up an invaluable 
On infrastructure in the State. 


age 


gy and Department 


informati 


Chittaranjan Patt 


After the inauguration of the project last 
year, five ITPs were conducted at ISRO- 
DECU Studio, Ahmedabad as there were no 
Earth Station in Orissa. Before the permanent 
Earth-Station is established, a portable Earth 
Station called Flying-Away-Terminal saa 
and existing studio at Department 0 
Industries, with multi-camera set-up, Auto 
Control Grid Lighting System, Computer Obs 
line presentation, Tele top camera and a 3-line 
Phone plus one line fax talk back system a 
been set-up on the premises of Biju Patnai 
Film and Television Institute of Orissa (FTIO); 
Cuttack. 


The GRAMSAT Project as on today has 
set-up a Satellite link between all the “an 
at 30 district headquarters, 50 blocks and i 
stampanchayats of KBK districts. Trisuldhar" 
Mishra, the nodal officer of sine 
Department for this project, has igor 
outlined five potential functions of this hig) : 
reliable and potential informatio 
infrastructure, These are : 


1. Interactive training for skill 
development, technology transfer al 
dissemination of information for prode 
management. 


2. Broadcasting of developments 
information to the people and to ea 
functionaries at grass-root level for achiev! * 
transparency and for encouraging participat© 


management of developmental activities. i 
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3. Interactive flow of management 
information for effective project management 
and monitoring of affairs of the Government, 
1.e. E-Governance. 


4. Transfer of spatial and non-spatial 
geographic information database for effective 
Planning of development projects especially 
relating to natural resources and environment, 
Watershed management and infrastructure 
development. 


5. Disaster warning, relief and rescue 
Operations and post-disaster reconstruction. 


ITP Facilities 


__ Out of the five potential uses for which 
this versatile communication system is 
emphasised, Interactive Training Programme 
(ITP) is the first, which has proved to have 
ttemendous power of interaction and is highly 
effective in synchronising field functionaries 
of power sector with top level management 
and beneficiaries of the State in successful 
Implementation of Government projects. 


i At the Earth Station Studio for the State, 
€ talks and discussions of resource persons 
on the scheduled topic supported with video 
Clippings, computer graphics, charts, displays, 
ete, are transmitted live and adequate time slots 
are provided for interaction with target 
audience. During interaction sessions, 
QWestions and suggestions on the topic are 
eceived from the participants through 
telephone/fax which are attended by resource 
Persons, 


Mt Presently, receiving-end class rooms 
: ith one-way video and two-way VOICe 
Ommunication facilities have been set up 1n 


EDA conference halls of 30 district 
eadquarters, Direct Reception System (DRS) 
°onsisting of parabolic antenna, RF unit and 
Matching television set alongwith talk back 
System consisting of telephone and fax has 


been installed to provide organised viewing 
for the targetted participants. The facilitator, 
an officer of DRDA, manages the receiving 
end resources and the link person, an officer 
of the user department, organises the 
participants/target audience of the user 
department. Nodal officer of the user 
department closely collaborates with ISRO 
Co-ordinator for the State for all matters 
relating to GRAMSAT Project. 


ITPs for Energy Department 


Department of Energy took the lead in 
conducting the first Interactive Training 
Programme (ITP) from Ahmedabad studio on 
21st August 2000 on the topic “Towards 
Creating Positive Awareness among 
Consumers on Power Sector Reform and 
Privatisation.” A new slogan for the 
millennium suggesting availability of adequate 
power in the State and encouraging energy 
conservation and ideal consumerism was 
released on this occasion. 

The second and third ITPs of the 
Department were organised on 12th 
December 2000 and 17th April 2001 at the 
ISRO-FTIO Earth Sation Studio, Cuttack on 
topics “Energy 2000 and Beyond” and 
“Benefits to People from Power Sector 
Reform” respectively. Both these ITPs were 
of three and half hours’ duration and 
interactions of more than two hours were, 
facilitated with average interactions on 58 
questions. 

The contents of the ITPs were well 
spaced and presented by the panelists as per 
the pre-scheduled cue sheet. The discussions 
were supported with adequate video films 
computer graphics, charts and displays to 
make the presentation more interesting and 
uh ci a The ITPs received 
tremendous intere i 
more interactions bs Lahti seeking 

OUurce persons on the 
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topic of discussion. The panel replied to the 


quarries with patience and maturity over the 
subject. 


The administrative heads of 
Government and other independent utilities 
like OERC, GRIDCO, and private companies 
projected a co-operative effort to address the 
issues in the state power sector and responded 
to the feelings of field executives/workers, 
NGOs, public representatives and 
beneficiaries, as precious samples of feedback, 
in a cool and open mind, 


The 4th ITP was conducted on Sth of 
July 2001. The subject was ‘Role and 
Functions of District-leve] Advisory and Co- 
ordination Committees, on Implementation of 
Power Sector Reforms. The essence of reform 
process is ‘one who consumes must pay.’ The 
sooner people understand it the better. The 
district level committees, which comprise 
Collectors and Superintendents of Police 
should work in co-ordination with the 
distribution companies for the success of the 
reform process and for enabling the companies 
to provide quality service to people. This ITP 
was able to define the role of district level 
committees to a great extent, Partici pants from 
24 districts responded. 


Transmission of ITPs through local 
cable network (private / corporate / 
Government) shall make a highly productive 
information communication network in 
achieving numerous benefits by extending 
viewing and interaction beyond the four walls 
of DRDA class rooms, i.e. watching the ITP 
through a TV ora multimedia computer with 
a TV tuner card connected to TV cable 
network. This shal] facilitiate getting the best 
benefit of ITPs as vast electricity consumers 
can witness the programme at home, public 
Places as well as in offices, Officers, especially, 
those having a multimedia computer on their 


a 


table can very conveniently and effectively 
participate in the programme. 


Government departments, corporations, 
universities, colleges, community centres and 
other office (private/NGO) can instal a 


_ complete Direct Reception System (with an 


investment of around 70 to 80 thousand 
rupees) and facilitate participation in ITPs. 


The technical details for receiving the 
Satellite transmission is as below : 


Satellite INSAT 3B 
Frequency 4624 MHz 
Polarisation Horizontal 
Simbol Rate : 2.229 


Local Oscillator Frequency : 5950 MHz 
Extended C Band LNB: LNB Range 4500- 
5000 MHz 


In order to view the programme at the 
State Capital five DRS have been installed. 


1. State Institute of Rural Dewelayoee 
(SIRD) of Panchayat Raj Departmen 
(adjoining Stewart School). ‘ 


2. Gopabandhu Academy, Bhubaneswat 


3. Orissa Remote Sensing Application 
Centre (ORSAC) of Science and Technology 
Department. Surya Kiran Building Complex: 
Sahid Nagar, 


4. The Conference Hall of Science and 


e 
Technology Department in the Stat 
Secretariat, 


: te 
5. Panchayati Raj Department in the St@ 
Secretariat, 


All efforts are being made to give @ es 
publicity to this event in order to ane 
Wansparency of Government effort and 
right to information of citizen of the State 


5 icels 
Chitta Ranjan Pati is Assistant Information ration 
Department of Information and Public Rela 
Government of Orissa’ Bhubaneswar 751001. 
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Fertility Status of Soils of Orissa 


Soil is known as the most valuable life 
Supporting natural resource for the mankind 
because it provides us food, fibre, fodder and 
fuel which are basic requirements of our 
existence, Productivity of soil is influenced by 
its fertility. More the soil fertile higher is the 
Productivity of land. Fertility of soil refers to 
the inherent capacity of soil to supply plant 
nutrients in right amounts from right source 
applied at right time in right proportion for 
better crop growth. 


Why Soil Test ? 


Out of 16 essential plant nutrients, 
Nitrogen (N), phosphorous (P) and potassium 
(K) play vital role on sustainable crop 
Production, In a normal soil about 30% of the 
Crop yields are contributed from these three 
hutrients, Satisfactory crop yields cannot be 
obtained unless adequate amounts of these 
Nutrients are present in the soil. Unfortunately 
these nutrients are unstable in soil and lost 
through different means such as heavy Sake 

Y crop, fixation by interacting ‘. 
Components and percolating dow? from t "i 
Toot zone, Loss of these nutrients from sol 
Teserve reflects the crop growth showing 

unger signs of these nutrients. Beatie 
application of these nutrients throug 
fertilizers without knowing their status ™ a 
Crop yield is adversely affected coupled wit 
loss of soil health. 


‘ ese 
Hence goi] testing is the answer (0 solve th 


S.K. Sahu 
M. Taha 


problems. Soil testing laboratories have been 
established in eleven locations to catet soil test 
services to the 30 districts of the State. 


How to Test Soil and Interpret ? 


Soil samples collected from 15-20 spots 
from one acre of land are made into composite 
and after quartering an appropriate amount of 
500g sample is sent to the near by laboratory 
for analysis of organic carbon representing 
available nitrogen, and available phosphorous 
and potash alongwith soil reaction (pH). After 
analysis the soil test values are rated as acidic, 
neutral or alkaline for pH and ‘low’, ‘medium’ 
or ‘high’ for available N, P and K. Soil test 
values showing low, medium or high for N, P 
and K and pH as degree of soil reaction are 
given in Table-1 (A and B). 


Table-1 (A) Rating of soil test values 


Nutrient Low Medium High 

N* Below 0.5% 0.5-0.75% Above 0.75% 

pe* Below 14 kg/ha. 14-40 kg/ha Above 50 Kg/ha 

K Below 128 kg/ha 128-280kg/ha. Above 280 kg/ha. 
Table (B) : Rating of soil pH. 

Acidic Neutral Alkaline 

Below 6.5 6.5-7.5 Above 7.5 * 


ee ee eee 
* Based on Organic carbon (%), ++ Bray’s P. 


A soil tested showing ‘low’ value will 
give high response to fertilizer application and 
the farmer will get maximum profit. In 
‘medium’ soil test value the response t 
fertilizer is probable wherea, pe o 

Sunder ‘high’ soil 
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test value the response to fertiliser will be low 
or no response. This rating of soil test value 
to ‘low’, ‘medium’ or ‘high’ will fit well for 
fertilizer recommendation in a field of an 
individual farmer, which is much beneficial 
to him. 


However, rating soil test value of an 
individual farmer does not say the fertility 
status of a total village ora grampanchayat or 
a block or a district. Rating soil test values in 
block or district level is very much useful to 
the administrators and planners in deciding the 
kinds and amounts of fertilizer and fertilizer 
mixtures most suitable in a particular area or 
district and determining the policy of fertilizer 
production, distribution and consumption in 
different regions. The data are also of use to 
fertilizer associations, fertilizer industries and 
extension workers in promoting their 
respective programme and to research 
workers, particularly from the point of view 
changes in fertglity levels, conditioned by 
different fertilizer or by different soil and crop 
management practices. 


In this connection a soil test summary 
is prepared taking the soil test values of all 
the samples of the block or district. For district 
summaries there should be at least one sample 
for every 500 acres and for block summaries 
one sample for every 50 acres and for village 
summaries one sample for every 5 acres. 


Nutrient Indexing (NI) 


In order to compare the levels of soil 
fertility of one area with those of another it is 
necessary to obtain a single value for each 
nutrient. In this context the concept of nutrient 
index is adopted. For nutrient ind 
percent of sam 
‘| 
i 
fi 


exing the 
ples in each of the classes of 
ow’, ‘medium’ and ‘high’ is multiplied by 
) and 3 respectively and the sum of the 
sures is divided by 100 to give the index. 


The nutrient indexing for anyone nutrient is 
calculated as follows. 


NI = % samples ‘low’ x 1 + % samples 
medium x 2 + % sample high x 3 
100 


Nutrient indexing below 1.5 indicates low or 
deficient status, between 1.5 and 2.5 indicates 
average or medium status and above 2.5 
indicates adequate status. 


These indices are used in preparing the 
soil fertility map under block or district level. 
Looking into the data or the map at a glance, 
one can predict the fertility status of the district 
or tell immediately whether the nutrient 1s 
deficient or sufficient in that area and suggest 
the management practices of soil and fertilizer. 


In order to prepare a soil fertility status 
of 30 numbers of revenue districts of Orissa 
large numbers of soil samples (Table 2) were 
collected and analysed from each district at 
near by soil testing laboratories and percent 
samples falling under low, medium and high 
Were calculated. Accordingly nutrient 
indexing was calculated and a map showing 
soil fertility was prepared. (Fig.1 ) 
Soil-Fertility of Districts 


Rating on soil reaction indicated oe 
soils from the districts of Keonjhar, Bhadra ‘ 
Kalahandi, Bolangir and Sonpur were neutta 


; ; ee: re 
in pH and soils from other 25 districts We 
acidic. 


With response to nitrogen soils fro™ 
Khurda, Nayagarh, Puri, Gajapati, Ganjam, 
Kandhamal, Kalahandi, Nuapada, Bout 
Angul and Dhenkanal were low and the so! 
from other districts showed medium in statu»: 

With respect to phosphorous the of 
from Keonjhar, Mayurbhanj, uae 
Gajapati, Ganjam, Kandhamal and Boud 
were low and others were medium in status: 


yas 


+ Egan 
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ries of Orissa for providing the data on soil 


The soil from Gajapati and Ganjam were pro 
tests of different districts. 


low with potassium and all other soils were 
medium in potassium. None of the soils from 
anyone of the districts showed high status with 


. i si a 

pect to nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium <fieseciny eine es ects 

Acknowledgment fessor in the Department of Soil Science, College of 

f Agriculture, OQUAT, Bhubaneswar - 751003. 

_ The authors acknowledge the help 0 

Soil chemists of eleven soil testing laborato- 
Table 2 : ' 

jent Status (NPK) of districts of Orissa 

Fertility status 


Nutr’ 


Name of No. of ane : ty : 
the Districts : . E x 
1 Angul 28.3 ; 7 . 
2 Balasore 30.6 . _ Y M 
3 Baragarh 43.2 - iM : M 
“i Bhadrak 164 i s L M 
: Boudh i 7 ie : 
6. Bolangir 55.2 : ie M 
7 Cuttack 22.1 A + f ¥ 
8 Deogarh 10.8 - a Ms M 
° Dhenkanal fae ik 2 " 
10. Gajapati se A i. ; bE 
ll. Ganjam be Fi 7 - ! 
12. Jagatsinghpur 13. A y i iy 
13, Jaypur ee A ua i uf 
14. Jharsuguda ats N 7 ¥ A 

1S. Kalahandi aa is L ) oa 

16. Kandhamal one A M =f | 
17. Kendrapara 43.5 N M : Fe 
18. Keonjhar aa ‘se L i Y 
19. Khurda 1%) a M Mi i 
20. Koraput a6 x M + . 
21, Malkangiri 3173 A M L 
me Mayurbhanj a6 N L a - 
23; Nuapada 73 A M 
24. Nawaran, gpur 153 A L M ie 
25; Nayagarh we A re ts 
. Puri ee ; im M M u 
-  Rayagada : : aR a 
28. Sambalpur 6 N " Ni - 
29, Sonpur 178.2 A M iu 


30. Sundergarh 


L = Low; M= Medium 5 


A= Acidic; N = Neutral; 


K= Potassium 


* 


N=Nitrogen, P = Phosphorous, 
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Orissa Floods - July 2001 


dand drought have become regular companions of the State 
been singularly unlucky to be visited by natural calamities 
ecession during the last two years. Large parts of the State 
cyclone of rare severity in October 1999 which wrought 
| damage to private and public properties including 


infrastructure apart from taking a very heavy toll of human and animal lives. Before the State 
could recover fully from the trauma of this catastrophic natural calamity, it was gripped by a 
Severe drought spreading over almost all the districts beginning from the Khariff year 2000. As 


if this was not enough, the State is now being battered by severe floods. 

et of monsoon this year, Orissa has been receiving unusually heavy 

all the districts of the State. Even the pre-monsoon showers received 

during the months of April and May have been more than the normal rainfall. The total rainfall 

received from May to July 24th is 846 mms against the normal rainfall of 644 mms till end of 

Tuy, There have been heavy downpours in the nature of cloud bursts in prolonged spells in the 
rs thereby causing unexpected floods in more than 


Catchment C ‘ jor rive 
areas of almost all the maj : ae 4 
reas of alm ers like the Mahanadi, Tel, Kathajodi, Debi, Brahmani, Baitarani 


One spell in most of the major V 

Kharasrota se salve: Dae Bhargabi and Subarnarekha. Thus the prevailing flood situation 
in the State of Orissa from the 5th July till date 

n aggraval 
ed wit 
gion 0 


Natural calamities like cyclone, floo 
of Orissa and its people. Orissa has 
of very severe magnitude in quick su 
Were severely ravaged by the super 
Unprecedented havoc in terms of colossa 


is. From the very ons 
ainfall spread over almost 


is unprecedented since independence. 


ted on account of three spells of high floods in the rivers 
h high floods in the rivers Brahmani and Baitarani which 
f the State. The Mahanadi is the largest river system in 
the Mahanadi catchment below Hirakud Dam a high 
2001 causing substantial damage in the districts - 
ded, another spell of severe flood of 14 lakh cuse 

its designed capacity of carrying 10 nee 


M The situation has bee 
" ahanadi, and Kathajodi coupl 
Over the bulk of the deltaic Tee. 
"Ssa, Because of heavy precipitation in 
00d of 9,5 lakh cusecs Occult’ on 7! 
ater rece 


uttack and Puri. Before the floodw } 
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Sccurred in this river system 0” 17.7.2001 agains itud ie 
‘ : dof 14.09 lakh cusecs magnitude occurred in quick succession 
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. Yet another very hig) tters worse, two spells of i 
On 2) ; m. To make ma’ if pells of very high flo 
Oth J uly in the Mahanadi syste 3 ‘iis period in the rivers Baitarani and Brahmani Kvetinaly. 


ne severe flood have occurred durin. pac lone % 
‘ é uttack, Jaga singhpur, Kendra ! 
faints Purl, Khurda, f para, Jajpur 
Seven districts, pee region of the State have been worst hit by the cumulati Le ey 
alc! uch high floods is not uncommon in the c 3 
Oasta! 
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of co sere bia while the fury of $ aes 

_ these very high flooc- n the Western and Southern Orissa have been devastated ) 
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districts, the districts jocated i 
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unprecedented floods in the rivers Tel, Ib, Bansadhara etc. since the first week of July. The 
districts which have been seriously ravaged are Kalahandi, Balangir, Koraput, ciel ie 
Jharsuguda, Deogarh and Sonepur. The people of all these areas are reeling under the impact 0 

torrential rains and floods in quick succession. The flood situation in the State continues to be 
grim, despite the advance preparations and all out relief and restoration measures made by the 
State Government to mitigate the distress of the flood-affected people. 


DAMAGES CAUSED 


Since vast areas in the coastal belt are still under submergence and the entire administrative 
machinery is engaged in addressing the relief operations in the affected areas, exact assessment 
of damages caused to public and private properties have not yet been completed. However as per 
the preliminary assessment made by the Collectors and the line Departments the following pictures 
have emerged. 
AREA AND POPULATION 


From the reports received so far 16 
have been affected by flood and heavy 
lakh people have been affected. 


LOSS OF HUMAN LIFE AND CATTLE LIVES 


As a result of heavy rain and flood 96 


059 villages of 2491 GPs. in 205 blocks of 24 districts 
y rain. Similarly 84 ULBs have been affected. About 87 


. human lives are reported to have been lost so far. 
More than 40 lakh live stock population have been affected out of which 4659 are cattle, 1906 


sheep, 2388 goats, 363 buffalo, 57 pigs and 3735 poultry birds are reported to have perished. . 
CROP AREA AFFECTED AND ESTIMATES CROP VALUE 


It is reported that 710.74 thousand hectares crop areas were submerged under water. 6. 19 
lakh hectares of paddy land and 91,000 hectares of non-paddy crop were affected. The estimated 
value of crop loss as per reports so far received from Collectors amounts to more than 60 crores. 
Particularly the cash crops cotton has been badly affected in the district of Kalahandi. 


HOUSE COLLAPSED AND DAMAGED : 


Since vast areas in the coastal belt are under submergence, the-exact estimation of houses 


around 26 crores as per the preliminary assessment record so far. 


LOSS TO THE PUBLIC PROPERTY 


The floods have Caused substantial dama 
culverts, drains, canal and river embankments, 


Bes to the public properties like buildings, roads- 
LI. points, Telephone communication etc. 


water supply installations electrical installations: 


WORKS DEPARTMENT 
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to PWD buildings are under assessment. 11 National Highways have been affected by this flood, 


of about 700 Kms. length causing 13 breaches. 265 CD works have been damaged. The total 
restoration cost on the above account has been roughly estimated at Rs.205.00 crore. 


RURAL DEVELOPMENT 


1125 rural roads, 616 CD works and 830 buildings are reported to have been damaged. In 
tural areas 26,512 tube wells and 122 rural pipe water supply schemes have been affected. 


WATER RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
n canal and river embankments. So far 569 breaches 


Floods have caused many breaches i 
have been affected. 


have been reported. 533 M.I. projects and about 5000 L.I. Points 


HOUSING & U.D. DEPARTMENT 


84 Urban Local Bodies are reported to h 
80t disrupted, a list of which is at Annexure - 
buildings are under assessment. 


ENERGY DEPARTMENT 


Power supply to 2459 villages g 
Spans of Conductor were damaged, th 
and the total loss under Energy sector 1S about Rs.54.00 crores. 
FISHERIES & ANIMAL RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT DEPTT. 

i i ies. livestock aid centres and fodder farms are und 

Da to Veterinary dispensaries, ar ss 
BSsesenient Bo ier Fishery sector is concerned, about 90,000 fisherman families have been 
affected 38 10 boats and 16 624 nets have been damaged. Other properties like Govt. Hatchery, 

ish Lavine have also damaged, the assessment of which is in progress. It is reported that 15 | 
Million prawns, 54 lakh fish fry, 140 million shrimp seeds and have been lost/ damaged the cost 

Of hich is estimated at Rs.7-20 crores. 
| 


ave been affected. In 62 ULBs water supply Systeh 
_ The damage caused to the Municipal roads and 


ot disrupted. 6 towers collapsed, 3 Kms. of KV line and 2 
e money value of which is estimated at Rs.22.50 crores 


TELECOMMUNICATION . 
2 no. Sub-Divisional Headquarters Exchanges were affected in the floods and heavy rain, 


imi tes were affected. 
Similarly, 47 rural exchanges and 14 OFC routes 


SOIL CONSERVATION 
949 soil conservation and water harvesting structures have sustained damage due to heavy 
rain and floods. The loss on this account is estimated at Rs.6.46 crores. 


HANDLOOM SECTOR , | 
Floods have affected 954 weavers families and 61 Weaver's Co-operative Societies. 


RELIEF AND RESTORATION MEASURES 
elief has been distributed in the affected areas as per need and 


(i) Emer ief: ‘sent F 
: gent Relief : Emerge frice, 13,323 Qtls. of Chua 
w panel : ; 728 Qtls. of ice, I. - of Chuda( flattened rj 

canine ie nee to the affected people. rened rice) 754. 


tls. of Gud have so far been distri 
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(ii) Evacuation : Around 8 lakh people have been evacuated to safer places, as a result of which 
the death due to flooding could be obviated. Arrangements were made to provide the evacuated 
people with dry food as well cooked food in free kitchens. 


(iii) Rescue Operation: Assistance of Defence personnel has been provided by Govt. of India to 
carry on rescue and relief operations. About 1000 Army personnel of different cadres are now 
engaged in different parts of the affected areas for rescue and relief operation with sufficient 
number of Army vehicles. Navy and Coast Guards teams as well as CRPF and CISF personnel 


have also been deployed. Besides, 85 platoons and 2 Sections of OSAP, 97 platoons and°2 
Section of APR with 2176 Home Guards have been engag 


these Military and para military personnel have rendered 


(iv) Shelter materials : Similarly 77,106 polythene sheets, 8723 tents and 46,646 canvas have 
been despatched to provide temporary shelters in flood affected areas. Free kitchens have been 


arranged for providing cooked food to the affected people. More than 6 lakh people have been 
covered in about 400 centres under free kitchen arrangements, 


ed in relief and rescue operation. All 
yeoman's service. 


Sufficient number of power 
ate about 1300 boats have been 


(vi) Air Dropping : Air dropping of food materials (; 
July. Till the 29th July, 250 sorties containing 582 
in inaccessible areas. 6 air force Helicopters h 


(viii) Heaith Care Measures : In addition 


tion to sufficient stock of medicines stocked in the district 
headquarters prior to the floods, essential d 


rugs like Halozen, Antibiotics, paracetamol, Antacids, 
RS packets have been despatched to all districts. 


have been deployed in different flood affected d prevent water borne diseases: 
1,53,220 wells , 3668 houses, and 1522 ghats have been disinfected. 2,65,696 patients, have 
been treated successfully. —_— 


(ix) Distribution of essential commodities : Sufficient Stock 0 
been ensured in the affected districts. 27,158 MT of ri 
15,729 K. Ltr. of SKO, have been despatched to differe 


f essential commodities have 


Ce 3634 MT of Chuda (flattened rice): 
nt districts, 


(x) Payment of ex-gratia and House Building Assistance : 
de steps are being taken to provide financial assistance 


i As per provision in the Oriss4 
Relief Co per provision in 


€ of Rs. 10,000 for each case of 


ae ae 
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death, after proper verification. However HBA at the prescribed scale will be given to the affected 
families after enumeration of house damages is completed. 

'(xi) Agricultural assistance : Due to crop damages which occurred during the first fortnight of 
July because of excess rains and floods, Govt. have declared to provide subsidy to the tune of 68 
lakhs under CRE on sale of 21,380 quintals of paddy and 1000 quintals of black-gram in the line 
of drought subsidy to the farmers of flood affected villages. For easy availability of paddy seedlings 
to the affected farmers, Govt. of Orissa have announced a scheme giving incentive ( back ended 
Subsidy) to the farmers / self help groups for raising paddy nurseries for distribution of the 
Seedlings to the nearby affected farmers. The work is under progress. It is expected that at least 
3000 acres of seedlings will be raised under this nursery scheme. 


RESTORATION 


As a result of successive floods and incessant heavy rain 
2001, extensive damage was caused to public properties, mainly roads, 
embankments, power supply, water supply installations and telecommunication system. The 


Departments concerned were advised to take up restoration work on war footing with the available 
funds. Restoration measures taken on different fronts are as follows: 


ROAD COMMUNICATION 


All PWD roads have been temp: 
Testored, Long term repair work will be undertaken after t 


WATER SUPPLY : 
Piped Water Supply sources of as many as 61 towns were submerged under flood waters. 
The pumps and pipes were filled with sand in some places causing severe damage to the water 
Supply system. However, all out efforts were made to restore the system either temporarily or 
ly to 55 towns could be restored. In the rest of the towns due 


Permanently and till date water supp 
restoration work is delayed. However, water is 


to severe damages caused to the water sources, 
being supplied through tankers and sufficient number of tube wells have been provided in these 


towns, 


So far drinking water in ru 


s during the first fortnight of July, 
rivers and canal 


orarily repaired and communication system has been 
he flood waters recede completely. 


ral areas in concerned, out of 3395 tube wells have so far been 


Testored. Similarly 20 Rural Pipe Water Supply Schemes affected by floods / rains could be 
Testored so far. 81 mobile vans have been deployed for disinfection and repair of tube wells. Til] 
date 40,975 tube wells could be disinfected. Repair work is going on war footing. 186 repair 


teams are working in the affected areas. 


POWER SUPPLY : 


Substantial damage has bee 
Of electricity has been restored to * 
department round the clock to expedite the work. 


TELECOMMUNICATION : 
Out of the exchanges affected b 


n caused to electrical installations throughout the State, Supply 
o 1171 villages. A control room has been working in this 


y floods, 37 exchanges and 10 OFC lines have been repaired 


SREY FADE FSH “SCO 


CANAL AND RIVER EMBANKMENTS 


Floods have caused innumerable breaches in the canals and river embankments. Closure 
of breaches would be undertaken after flood waters recede completely. 


MONITORING : 


Right from the beginning of the heavy rains in the catchment areas the State administration 
was fully alert with the control room functioning in Revenue Department round the clock under 
the direct supervision of ADC-cum-Principal Secretary, Revenue. On receipt of weather forecast 


on flood warnings from IMD and Flood Control Rooms the same was quickly disseminated to 
the Districts with suitable instructions. 


After the occurrence of floods Hon’ble Chief Minister, Hon’ble Minister, Revenue, Chief 


Secretary, ADC-cum-Principal Secretary, Revenue have made frequent visits to the affected 
areas to assess the situation. 


Review meetings on relief operation and restoration measures were taken up by the Chief 
Secretary and the Chief Mini 


ster everyday to assess the situation and to gear up relief and 
restoration work. 


Ministers and senior LA.S. officers were kept in charge of the flood-affected districts for 
supervision & monitori i 
110 officers belonging 


» Shri Atal Behari Vajpayee also 
1. A memorandum containing a 


Hon'ble Prime Minister, the Union Government h 
rores from the NCCF for rescue and relief operati - 
dum submitted by the State Government ae 


° On account of the kind intervention of 
eee an ad hoc grant of Rs. 100. 00c 
e basis of the preliminary Memoran 

(ii) At the re 

quest of the State Govt 6 Army Col 

5Co by y Columns, 11 Navy teams, 4 CRPF i 
40h a Guard teams have been deployed at the shortest possible time by the ‘inion Gow Bad “i 
vy vehicles, 11 light vehicles, and 6 ambulances have also been deployed aaa 


(iii) Six Ai : 
) Six Air Force Helicopters have been deployed at the shortest possible time to take 
up air- 


dropping of food packets. 


s rai of India have given additional all 
ave given assurance to supply as m 


otment of 5000 KL of Kerosene oil as special allocati 
uch rice as required for providing relief to the chee 


affected distri 
istricts. 
as a special case, to the transportation of tent 
S, 


(v 
i ales Government have accorded sanction, 
ing, food articles and medicines by Railways, free of freight charges. 


(vi j 

iv) Governments of Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, West Bengal have also helped the Govt. of Ori 

hess hour of need. They have despatched shelter materials like tents, tarpaulins etc. sil ee 
t. of Andhra Pradesh have also supplied a large number of power boats for facilitating relief 


and 
Tescue operations. 


‘ ANNEXURE 
§ tails of further financial assistance required for repair and restoration purpose : 
Pecial Relief Commissioner ; (Rs. in cr.) 
i) Food for affected families 30.00 
ii) Clothings 6.00 
assistance 105.00 
10.00 


iii) House damage 
q iv) Temporary shelters 
e 
alth and FW. Department 
edicines and repair, 
10.00 


Purchase of m 
Pp. H. Buildings 


Restoration of 


Works Department 
R Repair and restoration of roads and buildings 125.00 
‘tal Development Department 

i) Repair and restoration of roads and buildings 56.55 
ii) Repair / restoration of water supply Installations. 2.25 

Animal Resources Department 
i) Animal Feed 2.00 
ines and disinfection 2.00 


OCC: 
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H & U. D. Department 


i) Short term measures such as de-watering, purification 
of drainage water and immediate Restoration of roads, 
culverts and water supply Systems. 10.00 


ii) Permanent Measures- Restoration of water supply 
system, roads culverts and Municipal Buildings. 40.00 


Water Resources Department 


Repair and restoration of embankments and irrigation. 200.00 
School and Mass Education Department 


Repair and restoration of School buildings. 20.00 
Agriculture Department 


i) Supply of subsidised seeds and pesticides and 
fertilizers 10.00 


ii) Repair and restoration of Soil Conservation and 
water harvesting structures 6.50 


Cooperation Department 


Conversion of S. T. loan to medium term loan. 18.55 
Panchayati Raj Department 


Repair and restoration of roads and institutional 
buildings of P.R. Department, 


30.00 

Energy Department 
Repair/ restoration of electrical installation. 50.00 
Total : 733.85 


Based on the White Paper on the flood situation. 


Courtesy : Government of Orissa, Revenue Department. 


EXGRATIA FOR FAMILIES OF FLOOD VICTIMS 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik on 
gratia of Rs.75,000/- --a sum of Rs.65,000/- 
(CMRF) and a sum of Rs.10,000 from the Cala 
of those who died in the recent floods. 


August 7, 2001 announced an e€X- 
from the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund 
mity Relief Fund-- to each of the families 


CET FAITE IO SSCRCKCCWi 


The First Supplementary Budget 


ination, Shri Ramakrushna Patnaik presented 


Hon’ ble Minister for Finance, Planning and Coord 
August 1, 2001. The 


= first supplementary budget in the Orissa Legislative Assembly on 
8.3530.74 cr. budget is as follows : 


Rs. in cr. 
1. Non-Plan - 2901.95 
2. State Plan - 529.63 
3. Central Plan - 43.34 
4. Centrally Sponsored Plan - 55.82 
3530.74 


Total - 
ount of Rs.3030.71 cr. will be from Grants and 


2.. Out of the amount of Rs.3530.74 cr. an am! 
burden of Rs.500.03 cr. will be as follows : 


Receipts, Recovery and Surrender. The financial 


1. Non-Plan - 0.0006 
Ds State Plan - 500.0271 
33 Central Plan - 0.0000 
4. Centrally Sponsored Plan - 0.0005 
Total - 500.0282 
or 500.03 

3. The break up of Grants and Receipts, Recovery and Surrender will be as follows - 
(a) Recovery - 665.3602 
(b) Grants and Receipts - 2144.2723 
(c) Surrender - 221.0704 
Total - 3030.7029 
or 3030.71 


2144.2723 cr. includes Rs.1500 cr. as Ways and Means Advance 
500.00 cr from National Calamity Contingency Fund and Rs.31.00 
sation of the police department. ons 


Re Grants and Receipts of Rs 
i ‘om Reserve Bank of India, Rs. 
T. as the Centre’s share for moderni 


4. Highlights 


(i) Relief and 
(Existing provision Rs. 


Ay - 
| Ig] *WWW ww “<—G<x~_A; 


Restoration work from Calamity Relief Fund - 662.2514 
149.9500 cr) , 
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(ii) | Western Orissa Development Council Fund 
ae ae - 20.00 
(Existing Provision Rs.30 cr) 
(iii) MLA-LAD (Existing Provision Rs.29.40 cr.) - 29.40 
(iv) | Modernisation of Police Force & 
Conversion of five outposts into police stations - 62.11 
(v) Construction of Fire Services Offices - 4.46 
(vi) Food Subsidy (Existing provision Rs.40.00 cr.) - 4.97 
(vii) Addl. Expenditure due to implementation of UGC Scale of Pay - 114.34 
(viii) Addl. expenditure towards the salaries of employees in the 
State Plan - 156.00 
(ix) Addl. expenditure for State’s share for Centrally Sponsered Plan - 31.00 
1. Panchayati Raj - 21.92 
2; Water Resources(CADA) - 2.00 
35 Women and Child Welfare - 2.00 
(State share for Old Age 
Pension) 
4. Agriculture = 3.30 
Other programme - 1.78 
Total - 31.00 
(x) Accelerated Power Development Programme (Recoupment 
of OCF Advance) - 38.00 
(xi) Rural Electrification - 13.04 
(xii) Freedom Fighters’ Pension (Non-Prisoners) - 0.25 
(xiii) Establishment of Neurology and Neurosurgery Department 
at MKCG Medical College, Berhampur - 0.03 
(xiv) Addl. expenditure for Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in the Medicine 
Department in SCB Medical College, Cuttack - 0.25 
(xv) Addl. expenditure for diets in the hospitals under the Health 
Department 0.49 
(xvi) Addl. expenditure for diets in the ESI Hospitals : Om 


(xvii) Addl. expenditure for ...... disabled & handicapped artists’ Pension - 0.20 


| (xviii) Addl. expenditure towards payment of advertisement bills in 
| the Information & Public Relations Department - 1.00 


ae 


(xxi) 


(xxii) 


(xiii) 
(xiv) 


(xv) 


a expenditure for Pre-Matric schofarship for ST students 
(Existing Rs.5.96) ah ty 
Addl. expenditure for Pre-Matric scholarship for SC students me 
(Existing Rs.3.16) 0 
Addl. expenditure for accelerated irrigation facility - 35.00 
Addl. expenditure for Pradhanamantri Gramodaya Yojana - 155.00 
1. Rural Roads - 100.71 
2. Primary Health 2 1.04 
3. Primary Education ~ 5.66 
4. Rural Housing = 8.43 
5. Rural Water Supply - 15.26 
Out of which Rs.10 cr. is to be taken as 
State Share for Accelerated Rural Water Supply) 
Nutrition 6.87 
Rural Electrification - 13.04 
g. Rural Electrification 
through Science & 
Technology Department- 4.00 
Addl, expenditure for completing Rural Piped 
Water Supply projects already started i 5.00 
Addl. expenditure for payment of electricity bills of different 
departments - 20.85 
Addl. expenditure for supply of computers f0 M.L.As 7 0.50 
FATHER VINCENT LEAVES FOR SPAIN 


er Vincent Urbaneja, a popular and respected 
r his native place, in Madrid, Spain 
cades in India. During his 


of Daya d b th b 1 i 

aged, managed BY CG a eam ba 

Charity. Father Vincent is the author of History of he of 
d History of the Fathers of the Congregati a 

the Mission in Orissa. (Courtesy : Tommy Wright) sill 


Orissa News 


MONSOON SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY 


The monsoon session of Orissa Leislative Assembly started on July 30, 2001 and will continue till Auust 
9, 2001. The session began with a sombre note with members condoling the deaths of the former eens 
Gopal Ramanujan, for ministers, Banka Behary Das, Kuanria Majhi and former members of ag 
Ratnaprabha Devi, Akulananda Behera, Rajendra Chandra Mardaraj Harichandan, Narasingha Cha 2 
Mishra and Dasarathi Jena. After that the Assembly was adjourned for the day. The house was = 

adjourned on August 7, 2001 after condoling the death of Duryodhan Sohela, MLA from Rairakhol, w 
died of heart attack at Sambalpur on August, 4, 2001. On July 31, discussion took place on the recen 
floods in the State. On August 1, Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik announced a package for 
the farmers affected by the recent floods. On the same day, Hon’ ble Finance Minister, Shri Ramakrushna 
Patnaik placed the first supplementary budget in the Assembly. On August 3, three bills-- the Pee 
Grampanchayat (Amendment) Bill 2001, Panchayat Samiti (Amemndment) Bill 2001 and Zilla Parisha 


(Amendment) Bill 2001--piloted by Hon’ble Minister for Panchayti Raj, Shri Surendranath Naik, were 
passed. 


PACKAGE FOR FLOOD-AFFECTED FARMERS 
Hon’ble Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on August 1, 


2001 announced in the Assembly a package for the 
flood affected farmers in the State. 


The package includes 50 per cent subsidy on the cost of seeds of cereal, pulses and oil seeds to ws 
farmers for the pre-rabi and rabi season. Besides, there will be 50 per cent subsidy on onion and pota 


seeds in the flood-hit areas. In case of pest epidemics, farmers will get subsidy at the rate of Rs.1000 per 
hectare. 


Government had announced subsidy on sale of certified seeds of paddy, arhar, mung and a 
kharif 2001 for the drought-affected areas. Government will continue to give subsidy on cerfified pad¢y 


and biri seeds in the affected areas. The package also includes supply of 40,000 vegetable seed mini kits 
at a subsidised rate of Rs.25 per kit to the farmers against the cost of Rs.150. 


In order to facilitate easy availability of subsidised seeds, Government will open 148 qaditiens 
centres for the sale of certified seeds in the interior pockets of the flood-affected areas during pre-r4! 
and rabi 2001-2002. 


Government will provide subsid 


y at the rate of Rs.2000 per acre for raising paddy seedlings and 
supply sprayers at subsidised rate of 50 


per cent of the price subject to a maximum of Rs.700 per sprayer 
On account of crop failure owing to severe drought during kharif 2000, farmers who had availed oe 
loan from the cooperative banks were unable to repay. As there was no gap in the limits sanctione i 
favour of the Kisan Credit Card holders, they are not in a position to avail credit for taking up agricultura 
Operations during kharif 2001. 

On the initiative of the State Governme 
(NABARD) approved conversion of short-ter 
for an amount of Rs.92.72 crore. As a result 
more years to repay their dues and avail crop 

Government will facilitate free trans 
the farmers to a conside 
truck-load of seedlings 


nt, the National Agricultural Bank for Rural Development 
m loans extended during kharif 2000 to medium-term a 
of this conversion, the loanee farmers will now get thre 
loan during this kharif season. , 
port of seedlings from surplus to deficit areas which will he : 
rable extent. This facility will be available if there is demand for at least 0” 
which will be transported to nearest block headquarters. [ij 
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Hon’ ] -_ d-2 
ti _ Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik , Hon'ble Union Ministers, Shri Nitish Kumar 
raja Kishore Tripathy, Dr Debendra Pradhan, Hon'ble Speaker, Shri Sarat Kumar ps 


having an aerial view of the flood situation on July 19, 2001. 


ptaaile and Hon'ble Minister for Revenue 
ent, Shri Biswabhusan Harichanda 
n 


Hon'ble Chief Minister pri Naveen 

w, Fisheries and Animal °° ources = usan 

supervising the packin of re s at the Biju Patnaik Airport, 
Bhubanes 


Hon'ble Chief Minister Revenue Minister 
Shri Biswabhusan Haric ak, MLA discussing 
f Water Resources 
aik, Secretary 


e flood-affected people at Savon 


k speaking to th 
usudan Padhi is present. 


j Naveen Patnai 
1 of Khurda, Shri Madhi 


ncouraging the members of 

the i 
e Redcross Bhavan , “ead 
t the flood-affected areas - 


Shri Navecn Patnaik ¢| 
ackets at the Stat 


dropping 4 


Hon'ble Chief Minister 
Redeross preparing 1° J 
on July 21, 2001 for ait- 


(iii) 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik paying a visit to the control room of 
Health Department located in the Heads of the Departments building, 


Bhubaneswar 
on July 21, 2001. 


. 


e Revenue Minister, 
Shri D.P. Bagchi are present. 


(iv) 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik at the embankment of river 
B bi on July 20,2001. 


harga 


aik receiving a cheque for 
ata Dal, Shri Balabhadra 


"ble Chi f Minister, Shri N P 
nie he president of the Buu Jan 
Majhi, M.L.A on July 21, 


Hon 
Rs 5,101/-from t 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patn 
Rs 1,89,000 from Hon'ble Minister for 
Handloom, Shri Arabinda Dhali on July 2 
donated by Boyanika. Hon'ble Union Min 
Dr Debandra Pradhan i 


aik receiving clothes worth 
Cooperation, Textiles and 
3.2001. The clothes had been 
ister of State for Agriculture, 
S present. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Navee 


n Patnaik receivin 
IDCO for flood relief on July 24, 2001. Hon'ble Mi 


ies, Shri Kanak Bardhan 
Singhdeo and officers of IDCO are present. 


8 cheque for Rg § lakh donated by the 
nister for Industr 


(vi) 


ding a boat at Saradhapur to 


n Patnaik boar 
1. Collector of Khurda, 


n July 25,200 
Padhi is present. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Navee 
visit the flood-affected arcas 0 
Shri Madhusudan 


patnaik serving cooked food to the flood- 
urumpada in Khurda block on July 25, 2001 


(vii) 


- Naveen 


Hon'ble Chief Minister shri Na 
fi ‘tchen at Ki 


affected people at 4 ree kite 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patn 


affected people of Patalipanka village under Mahakalapada block on 
August 6, 2001. Dr Damodar Rout and Shri Trilochana Behera 
M.L.As are present. 


aik speaking to the flood- 


hri Naveen Patnaik with Smt 
Kantapada block, and others 
ood-affected area. Smt Sar. 
Chief Minister's Relief Fund 


Haramani Sarangi of 
at Badabil during the 
angi donated Rs. 105/- to 


viewing the flood situation and relief 


Bhubaneswar on July 29, 2001. 
‘ble Chief Minister, 


Behari Vajpayee re 
t Raj Bhawan, 
M.M. Rajendran and Hon 
naik are present. 


Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri Atal 
measures at a high-level meeting a! 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri 
Shri Naveen Pat 


en Patnaik , making an acrial survey of the flood 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 5! 
situation 10 Orissa. 
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